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TO T H I 


HI GHT REVEREND 

LEWIS B A G O T, LL. D, 

LORD BISHOP OF ST. ASAPH. 


My Lord, 

T HE fatisfadion, which I feel on being 
permitted to dedicate the following 
work to your Lordfhip, is greatly diminilhed 
when I refled upon its deficiency in every 
point, which to perfons of your refined judg¬ 
ment mutt appear eflential to corred and ele¬ 
gant corppofition. My fermons, therefore, 
pan have no Wronger claim to your patronage, 
than that, which arifes from their connexion 
with thofe facred ftudies, which amid the 
jnpft important {cepes of adive life, you have 

ever 
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ever found leifure to cultivate. When you 
formerly prefided over that eminent Society, 
which owes fo large a (hare of its prefent re¬ 
putation and fplendour to your falutary infti- 
tutions, your difcourfes from the pulpit were 
admirably calculated, by the energetick fe- 
rioufnefs of your delivery, and the judicious 
feleCtion of your topicks, to confirm the Stu¬ 
dents of Oxford in the genuine principles of 
Chriftianity. Your writings have no lefs con¬ 
tributed to the lame ufeful and honourable 
end; fince the Truftees of Warburton, as 
well as the Society for the propagation of the 
Gofpel, have happily afforded you an opportu¬ 
nity of giving fimilar proofs of your |>ious 
labours, 

If, my Lord, other reafons were wanting, 
to induce me to make this publick addrefs, 
I Ihould notwithftanding think myfelf j uni¬ 
fied In Iheltering thefe earlieft: fruits of my 
ecclefiaftical ftudies under your protection. 
I contemplate in your Lordfhip’s character 
a llriking refemblance, both with refpeCt to 

firmnefs 
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firmnefs of principles, and seal for the ho- 
nbur of religion, to thofe primitive Chriftians, 
whole conduct I have endeavoured to deli¬ 
neate, and whofe virtues fumifhed the bright- 
eft model for the imitation of fucceeding 
ages. 


I have the honour to be, 

, \ 

My Lord, 

Your moft obedient. 

And humble Servant, 


HENRY KETT, 
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Extract from the lajt Will and ‘Tefantetti of 
the late Reverend JOHN BAMPTON, 
Canon ^Salisbury. 

u I diredt and appoint, that the eight 
** Divinity Ledture Sermons fhall be preach- 
** ed upon either of the following fubjedts— 
u to confirm and efiabliih the Chrifiian Faith, 
“ and to confute all heretics and fchifmatics, 
4 ‘ upon the divine authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, &c." 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



(CONTENTS. 


SEEUOH t. 

Jeremiah VI» id. 

Stand ye in the ways and Jee t And djk for the 
bid paths i where is the good way ? and walk 
therein t and ye Jhallfind refi for your fouls . 

A Vindication of the writings of the Fathers 
of the church in general, and a Recommenda¬ 
tion of the works of the earlieft Fathers in par¬ 
ticular. Plan of the enfuing Sermons propofed. 
The object of them to rectify the mifrepre- 
fentations of Mr. Gibbon and Dr. Prieftley, 
■with refpedt to the hiftory of the primitive 
church. 

r \ % SER* 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



CONTENTS, 


* 


S E R M O N II. 

Mark XVI. 20, 

And they went forth and preached every where, 
the Lord working with them, and confirming 
the Word, with figns following. 

The conduit of the primitive Chriftians 
confidered with reference to the fix real caufes 
of the firft general eftablifliment of Chrifti- 
anity. I, The miraculous powers ’ exercifed 
by the Difciples and Succelfors of the apoftles, 
II. The Apologies of the firft Chriftians, III, 
The zeal of the firft Mifiionarie$. 


SERMON III. 

Jeremiah I, 19. 

Ubey Jhall fight againfi thee , but they Jhall not 
prevail againfi thee j for I am with thee, faith 
the Lord, to deliver thee. 

IV, The Fortitude of the early Martyrs. 
The different caufes to which that fortitude- 
may be attributed, and its immediate influence 
on the Pagan world. 


SER- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



Q O N TEN T 3, 


SERMON IV, 
Ephesians V. 27, 

jl glorious Church, not having fpot or wrinkle , 
or any Jucb thing, but holy and without 
blemijh, 

V. The Difcipline of the primitive church, 
with refpedt to its internal regulations, and its 
opposition to herefy. VI. The Virtues of the 
firft Chriftian6. The combined Effedts of the 
foregoing caufes upon private manners and 
publick institutions among the nations con-, 
yerted to the faith, 

SERMON V. 

Isaiah XLIII, o. 

Who among the people can declare this, and 
Jhew us former things ? Let them brjng forth 
their witnejfes, that they may be jujlified: or • 
let them hear and fay. It is truth. 

Obfervations on the character of an Histo¬ 
rian in general, applied to the Author of the 
Decline and Fall of t|ie Roman Empire. Par¬ 
ticular review of Some Striking mifreprefenta- 
tions contained in his fifteenth and Sixteenth 
chapters. - 

> S E R- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



COSTS NT & 

SERMON VI. 

Jvde* ver. 3« 

Earnefily contend for the Faith which was onee 
delivered unto the Saints . 

Remarks on the Hiftory of the Early Opi¬ 
nions concerning Chrift, and an efl*ay towards 
i refutation of its leading principles* 

SERMON VII. 

1 TlMOTtitV III. 1 $. 

All Scripture is given by infpiration of God* 

Evidences given by the earlieftFathers of the 
church to the books of the New Teftament. 

S E R M O N Vnl. 
Hebrews XII. t. 

Wherefore feeing we are compaffid about with 
fo great a Cloud of Witneffis, let us ley afide 
every Weight t and the Sin which doth fo 
tafily befit us; and let Us run with Patience 
the Race that is fit before us\ looking unto 
fefus, the Author and Finijher of our Faith . 

Recapitulation. Analogy between the pri¬ 
mitive church and the church of England. 
Practical inferences. 

i S E R- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



SERMON 1. 


Jeremiah Vl. 16* 

Stand ye in the ways and fee> and djk for the 
old paths i where is the good way ? and walk 
therein t and ye Jhallfind refi for your fouls * 

T HE Pfophetj in the verfes preceding 
the text, reprefents in a flrain of ani¬ 
mated and finking defcription the fupine in¬ 
difference of the Jews, not only to the divine 
commandments, but to the temporal judg¬ 
ments which had been the immediate confe- 
quences of their impiety. Although they had 
been favoured by the peculiar protection of 
the Almighty, and convinced of his power 
and goodnefs by his frequent interference to 
fhield them from impending danger, and to 
fcatter around them the blefiings of profperity, 
their difobedience was unchecked by his awful 
remonflrances, and their flubbornefs was ob- 
A duratc 
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SERMON I* 

durate and incorrigible. Deluded by errour, 
and enflaved by fin, they were alike forgetful 
of the pure precepts of the law, and of the 
great examples of piety and obedience, which 
the records of Ifrael held out to their obfer- 
vation. 

The advice of the Prophet Was not lefs 
adapted to the fpiritual wants of the Jews, 
than calculated to difplay an intimate ac¬ 
quaintance with the infirmities of human na¬ 
ture. Man is ever averfe to that retrofpedtion 
which carries with it a fenfc of his own mif- 
condudt j and in his eagemefs to grafp the 
pleafures of the prefent moment, he liftens 
not to the admonitions of pad: experience. 
Scorning the falutary ties of prefcription, he 
miftakes novelty for excellence; and reflects 
not that in proportion as he differs from the 
wife and the exemplary who have gone before 
him, he may become profligate in fentiment 
and degenerate in pradtife. The pride of opi¬ 
nion weakens his reverence for departed virtue, 
and abates his curiofity to ajk for the old paths, 
which his Predeceffors trod, even when the 
<purfuit of their fteps would free him from the 
tyranny of diforderedipaffions, and confirm the 
.principles of his wavering mind. 

At 
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At a period, diftinguifhed as the prefent is, 
by an eager fpirit of inveftigation, it cannot be 
thought improper, in humble conformity with 
the advice contained in the text, to leave the 
beaten fields of literary refearch, and to explore 
thofepaths of Ecclefiaftical Learning, which are 
too undefervedly neglected. While the greateft 
diligence is applied to every fubjedt which is 
honoured with the name of antiquity; he can* 
not fairly be expofed to cenfure who recom¬ 
mends to general notice thofe objedts of fpe* 
culation, which combine an inquiry into re¬ 
mote times with the fiirvey of charadfers fb 
renowned for piety and virtue, as the Fathers of 
the Church. If his purfuit can in any degree 
countered! the violence of licentious opinions, 
and check the progrefs of Infidelity, it cannot 
be derided for being frivolous, or condemned 
for being unprofitable. But if it fhould prove 
an objedt of higher confequence, by fixing the 
attention more fteadily upon the great ftandard 
of moral and religious duty, which is fet up in 
the Gofpel of Chrift j it may fairly be efteemed 
the faithful guide to ufeful knowledge, and the 
powerful auxiliary to true religion. 

Whatever relates to thofe, who have par¬ 
ticipated with’ us the common privileges of 
ChrifUapity, and made the heft ufe of its .ad- 
A 2 vantages. 
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vantages, for the enrichment of their undar- 
ftanding, as well as the direction of their con¬ 
duct j is a fubjedt of curious and profitable 
inquiry. Their characters and adtions com¬ 
mand our reverence, and their fentiments foil 
not to excite our curiofity. We naturally de¬ 
fire to know what fenfe they annexed to the 
feriptures; what was their convidtion of the 
divine origin of Chriftianity ; and upon what 
grounds they embraced the faith themfelves, 
and recommended it to others. 

Objedtions rife in various forms to flop the 
progrefs of thefe refearches. As much dili¬ 
gence has been employed in multiplying their 
number, and augmenting their force: the fame 
diligence may not be wholly unfuccefsful in 
reducing them to their natural fize, and in 
fhewing that they are very far from being in- 
furmountable. 

The Fathers of the Church then, have been 
reprefented as unfavourable to the cultivation 
of rational and manly piety; becaufe we are 
told, that in their writings occur the reveries . 
of fanaticifrrt, and the Conjectures of vifionary 
refinement. . , 

Now, as the ufe which ought to be made 
of their works confifts in adhermg^tp whatever 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



SERMON I. $ 

s excellent, and difregarding whatever is fri¬ 
volous } no danger can be incurred by the ju¬ 
dicious ftudent, if he fhould meet with fome 
fcattered inftances of weak argument and un- 
reftrained imagination. Since there is the 
wideft difference between a blind and implicit 
reverence for every work which is fandtioned 
by the name of antiquity, and a feledtion of 
thofe parts of its genuine productions which 
may be made conducive to folid improvement 
and moral benefit. Such a line of difcrimina- 
tion is univerfally marked out in all depart¬ 
ments of literature and fcience to make them 
produce the defired ends. To rejedt the ex- 
pofitions of the fathers, when they rejedt the 
obvious and rational interpretation of fcrip- 
ture, is a valuable and unerring rule, and an 
effedtual fecurity againft being milled. The 
failings of a few, in a few inftances, ought not 
to involve the works of all in indifcriminate 
and uncandid condemnation. To abandon 
them becaufe fome proofs of vifionary refine¬ 
ment are to be found, is equally unreafbnable 
and unjufl,’ as to cenfure the ftudy of the He¬ 
brew language, on account of the forced con- 
ftrudtions of Hutchinfon j or to reliriquifh the 
refearches of natural philofophy, on perufing 
the fanciful theories of Cartefius. 

A3 Moralifts 
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Moralifts obferve that due remarks on the 
pernicious tendency of vitious indulgence may 
contribute materially to the regulation of the 
manners. Purfuing a fimilar train of reafon- 
ing we maintain, that no fmall degree of intel¬ 
lectual improvement may be derived from con¬ 
templating the progrefs of errour. For if we 
difcover the occafions on which great and en¬ 
lightened minds have deviated from the paths 
of right reafon into the mazes of falfhood, our 
underftandings will be gradually weaned from 
that implicit homage which we too fondly pay 
to a favourite name, and we fhall become more 
fcrupulous and circumfpeCt in the admiffion of 
opinions which are not founded on the bahs 
of truth. The furvey of fuch deviations will 
extinguifli, likewife, the petulance of dogma- 
tifm, and the pride of conceit. He who ob- 
ferves, that writers confpicuous for vivacity of 
fancy, extent of learning, and acutenefs of 
penetration have fome times been hurried into 
weak conclufiotis, or milled by trifling fpecu- 
lations; will advance with more deliberate and 
cautious fteps in the progrefs df his inquiries; 
he will be more candid in his obfervations, and 
Inore inclined to compaffionate than to cenfure 
the infirmity of the human intellect. When 
in the courfe of his Rudies he remarks that a 
great mind has in any inltance deferted the 

dictates 
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dictates of fober reafon for the phantoms of 
paradox, he will feel a fenfatjon of regret 
fi m ila r to that which is excited on feeing the 
virtuous fall a facrjfice to the allurements of 
. jcafual temptation. Comprehenfiye knowledge 
pad fplendid talents afford no conftant fecurity 
againft the delufions of fancy, and the wiles 
of imposture.. Qrigen gave way to the moft 
chimerical expofitipns of fcripture, and Tcr- 
. tuUian embraced the prepofterous reveries of 
Montanus. Thus as the great art of life con-r 
lifts in extracting good out of evil; fo even 
from the imperfections of thefe writers may 
be drpwn thofe confederations whichencourage 
Humility of mind, and are favourable to ge¬ 
nuine Liberality of feutiment, 

Coiifiderahle learning united with much 
critical fkill has been employed, in endeavour¬ 
ing to expofe the Credulity of the fathers. It 
has been urged that they have admitted many 
FaCts and Opinions to a place in their writings, 
which were adopted upon infufficjent grounds. 

Upon an impartial examination of the paf- 
fages, upon which this charge principally de¬ 
pends for fupport, it will appear, that many 
of die fuppofed errours arife from mifrepre- 
fentation.j .that many relate to trifling circum- 
A 4 fiances. 
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fiances, many are difperfed among the fenti** 
ments of individuals, and not among the tenets 
of the church ; and have no relation Whatever, 
to publick principles of belief, or publick 
terms of communion. How therefore thefe 
peculiarities confpire to make them generally 
unfervieeable in the caufe of religion, it is 
difficult to comprehend. If any attempts to 
elevate the fathers to the high rank of the 
apoftles, were made by their advocates; if 
they were affirmed to have been affifted by 
infpiration; or to have been endowed, above 
.the common lot of mankind, with infallibility; 
the objection would, doubtlefs, carry great 
force againft fuch ambitious pretenfions. But 
we contend only that they deferve our regard 
as witneffes of the opinions of their refpedive 
ages; as hifiorians of the fads which were 
acceffible to their inquiries; and as teachers 
whofe piety and learning eminently diftin- 
guifhed them from all their contemporaries. 
Sharing the imperfections of other writers, 
they fairly claim the fame indulgence. The 
faults imputed to them, ought frequently to 
be imputed to the times in which they lived; 
when accuracy of refearch was often precluded 
by numerous obftacles, and when ardent zeal 
induced them to prefs every cirtumftance into 
their fervice, which carried with it even the 

appearance 
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appearance of truth. If the plea of credulity 
deferves to be admitted as a ground of rejection, 
with equal or perhaps fuperiour force does it 
operate againft fome of the moft celebrated 
-authors of Greece and Rome. But while 
judgment can difcern the probability of fads ; 
while it can appretiate the credit of witneffes, 
Mid difcriminate the gradations of evidence; 
the faults of hiftorians will be weighed againft 
their excellencies, and fuch of them will un- 
queftionably be entitled to high efteem whofe 
veracity preponderates in the balance. 

This charge, therefore, cannot in any de¬ 
gree induce us to conclude, that becaufe they 
admitted fome difputable fads with too much 
precipitation, they therefore embraced Chrifti- 
anity itfelf upon infufficient grounds. 

For fuppofing their credulity to have been 
as exceffive as fome writers are willing to re- 
prefpat, whence arifes the probability that it 
was the bafis of their converfion ? Had 
. Chriftianity been a cunningly v dev fed fable , 

. calculated tq delude the imagination,; and lay¬ 
ing no reftraints 6n the condudt, there would 
be fome colour for the charge; but faith in a 
crucified Redeemer was not a merely fpeculative 
. point, which required no more than the paf- 

... five 
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five aflent of the underftanding. It by no 
means refembled an adherence to the Pagan 
mythology, which charmed the fancy by the 
beauty of its objects, and even authorized the 
moll: depraved corruptions of the heart. The 
Chriilian convert was obliged to turn afide 
from the profpeCt of worldly intereft, to oppofo 
the tide of ridicule and perfecution, and to re?* 
commend himfelf to the church by a feries of 
exertions the molt oppoiite to his former put- 
fuits, and the moll painful to human nature. 
His lincerity was called to the fevereft trial hy 
the aufterities of mortification, and by the 
voluntary rejection of fenfual pleafure. It was 
his daily endeavour to correct all his irregular 
defires, and it was his fteadfaft rcfolve to for¬ 
feit even life itlelf, rather than recant the 
vows of baptifm, and bow before the altar of 
idolatry. His laith therefore mull neceflarily 
have been the refult of fober and ferious con¬ 
viction, not of blind and headftrong credulity. 
In the exercife of his belief he difcovered an 
enlightened underftanding, which yielded a 
ready aflent to the evidences of revelation, and 
followed the dictates of divine truth with 
alacrity and gladnefs. 

The deficiency of the Fathers with refpeCt 
to topicks of morality has likewile been much 

milrc- 
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mifreprefented. They have been charged with 
deviating from the ftandard of fcripture, and 
with encouraging die fubtleties and evafions 
of difingenuous cafuiftry. The accufation, 
however,,carries not with it even the flighted: 
plaufibihty, except when brought againfl: one 
Father in particular, whofe general fentiments 
sure far from j unifying fo vague a charge. 
While their accufers cenfure the rules of con- 
dud: marked out by fome of the fathers, they 
make the candid conceflion, that their cha¬ 
racters and actions were eminent for piety and 
virtue. This tribute of juft applaufe fumifhes 
us with a ftrong prefumption in favour of the 
foundnefs of their inftruCtions; fince it is 
highly improbable, that theory fhould dege¬ 
nerate into corruption, where praCtife is con¬ 
fident with the rules of morality and religion. 
As a decifive argument in vindication of their 
ethicks, it ought particularly to be obferved, 
that the moft judicious modern writers upon 
the fubjeCt of Jurifprudence have derived in¬ 
formation from them, and have gratefully ac¬ 
knowledged the favour. The general prin¬ 
ciples and particular fentiments of Chryfoftom 
and of Bafi\ have given folidity of argument 
and copioufnefs of illuflration to the celebrated 
itreatifes of Grotius and of Fufendorf. 


Even 
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Even the Author whofe acute criticifms, 
and original remarks have given the greateft 
force to his cenfures, has candidly acknow¬ 
ledged that peculiar merit which conftitutes 
the ftrongeft recommendation of the ecclefiaf- 
tical writers. “ They abound in ftrong and 
** folid proofs of the fundamental principles of 
“ Chriftianity, and they teach many excellent 
“ 'things which contribute to the clear under- 
“ Handing of the fcriptures, in which thefe 
** myfteries are contained. In this refpedt, 
“ their authority is of great ufe, and may 
“ fcrve as a probable argument of the truth.” 

A declaration fuch as this, is of no finall 
importance; fince it manifeftly points out the 
great advantage of their teftimony, by de¬ 
ducing the fundamental principles of the faith 
through their works. Thus they become emi¬ 
nently ufeful by furnifhing a new and curious 
illuftration of the fcriptures, and by fupplying 
a fafe repofitory for the dodtrines of the 
gofpel. 

From the concefiions, therefore, of cen- 
furers themfelves, may be drawn no fmal) 
degree of encouragement to profecute eccle-r 
fiafticalftudies, and to inveftigate the labours 
of the wife and good, who zealouily efpoufing 

the 
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the caufe of Chriftianity have written in its 
vindication, and facrificed every worldly objedt 
to its glory. In their works may be found 
fpecimens of elegant Compofition to gratify 
the tafte: interefting Fadts,to enlarge the circle 
of knowledge; and Examples of piety to amend 
the heart. 

The reader of the fathers is convinced that 
although the prize of literature is borne away 
by the claflical authors of Greece and Rome; 
yet fimilar beauties diftinguifh the compofi- 
tions which are the objedts of his purfuit. 
Neither the graces of fimplicity, nor the fplen- 
dour of ornament were confined to Xenophon 
and Plato, nor to Livy and Cicero; for every 
impartial critick will commend the pure ftilc 
of Ladtantius; the rich imagery, and appofite 
illuftr&tions of Theodoret; the claflical flu¬ 
ency of Minucius Felix; the uniform per- 
fpicuity of Bafil; the glowing effiifions of 
Gregory of Nazianzum; and the exuberant 
and attradting eloquence of Chryfoftom, and 
Cyprian. 

To connedt the different provinces of lite¬ 
rature by new aflociations, is a pleafing and a 
profitable talk. If fcience has adted as the 
ufeful ally to theology, the learning of Greece 

and 
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and Rome has the beft pretenfions to claim 
the fame honourable employment in the fer- 
vice of facred hiftory. The works of Poly¬ 
bius, Livy and Diodorus Siculus, throw a 
ftrong light upon the prophecies of Ifaiah and 
Daniel. The relations of Suetonius, Tacitus, 
and Pliny corroborate the evidence of the 
gofpels, and illuftrate the early events of the 
church. The fentiments of Plato are no lefs 
ufeful in developing the principles of the an- 
tient herefies; and even from the farcaftick 
fallies of Lucian, and the illiberal reprefenta- 
tions of Julian, may be derived confiderable 
information refpedting the condudfc of their 
chriftian contemporaries, 

From the fathers we may learn with what 
unremitting care the Holy Scriptures were pre- 
ferved during fucceflive ages. The quotations 
which abound in their works furnifh ftrong 
and convincing proofs of the authenticity of the 
prefent copies. By them we are informed that 
thefe fcriptures were zealoufly appealed to and 
confulted by writers who were unanimous 
upon no other fubjedt. Their authenticity 
was held to be indifputable. They were re¬ 
peatedly made the arbiters of controverfy, and 
the guides of faith and pradtife. Hence alfb 
we eftimate the veneration in which th.ey 

- 9 were 
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were held, and the vigilance with which they 
were guarded. Hence we derive the moil 
perfedt affurance and ftrongeft evidence that 
they have efcaped unmutilated, and uncor¬ 
rupted from the tumult of Controverfy, the 
artifice of Fraud, the hoftility of Paganifm, 
and die ravages of Time. 

We may not only trace the progrefs of the 
fcriptures until the ancient manufcripts which 
now exift, give the ftrongeft affurance that no 
fubfequent corruption took place j but we 
may remark likewife the various Revolutions 
of the church. The profpedl of primitive 
chriftianity, in all its various ftates of depref- 
fion and of triumph, is open to our view. 
We behold it riling from the fhade of obfcu- 
fity, oppofed in its advances to general ob- 
fervation by formidable obftacles, and at length 
eftablifhing an extenfive and fupreme dominion. 

The celebrated work of Eufebius Hands 
firft as a regular hiftory, in the order both of 
time and of excellence, to throw light upon 
this interefting fubjedt. The variety and ori¬ 
ginality of its contents, as well as the dili¬ 
gence and judgment of the writer, fuperfede 
in a great degree, the neceflity of recurring to 
other fources for early intelligence.; and fup- 
ply no fmall confolation for the lofs of many 

monuments 
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monuments of chriflian antiquity which have 
long fince perilhed. 

In a furvey lb compfehenfive, examples 
may be found of the pureft and moil exalted 
virtue. Here we may contemplate the llridteft 
integrity of conduct, and the moll unremitting 
attention to duty ; zeal tempered by modera¬ 
tion in oppofing the encroachments of herefy, 
and courage free from ralhnefs in defying the 
malice of power. To the volumes of clalfical 
hillory we are diredted by the wifdom of our 
early teachers, for incentives to the pradtile 
of whatever is fair and good. We admire the 
tranquil dignity of Socrate§, the noble mode¬ 
ration of Cincinnatus, and the unconquerable ' 
fpirit of Hannibal. But is not example more 
powerfully recommended, and ought it hot to 
have greater efficacy when fuperiour virtues 
fpring from fuperiour principles, and are pro- 
dudlive of more valuable effects ? When obe¬ 
dience to the Supreme Being is the leading in¬ 
ducement to adtion, and the attainment of 
everlalling happinefs is its tranfcendant and 
invaluable end ? For this reafon> the com¬ 
mendation bellowed upon the illullrious cha- 
radters of prophane hillory is languid and 
tranfitory, when compared with the fenti- 
ments with which we are infpired, on con¬ 
templating 


Digitized by )OQle 



SERMON I. 


*7 

templating the conduct of thofe who have 
gone before us in the faith. The ingenuous 
mind is ft ruck with the perfection of chriftian 
principles and with the moil chearful obe¬ 
dience to the dictates of the gofpel, when it 
remarks the frugality of the venerable Bafil, 
who although he was the opulent Metropoli¬ 
tan of Caefarea, beftowed all his revenues upon 
the poor; the noble moderation of Gregory 
of Nazianzum, who voluntarily religned his 
bifhoprick to preferve the harmony of the 
church j the benevolent condefcenfion of the 
Emprefs Pulcheria, who frequently retired 
from the fplendour of a court, to vifit the 
abodes of indigence and ficknefs ; and the 
^ mildnefs of the amiable and learned Pamphi- 
lus, when placidly refigning himfelf to the 
flaming pile. 

Examples fuch as thefe, while they roufe 
the mind of . a Chriftian to facred emulation* 
have likewife an immediate tendency to con¬ 
firm his Faith. The early Cop verts had tlje, 
beft opportunity to examine the grounds of 
their religion ; finee they lived fo near to the 
period when its divine Author appeared upon 
earth. As they were prompted to ad: with 
fuch unlhaken conftancy, upon the moll try¬ 
ing occafions of life, they mull have had full 

B alfurance 
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affurance and perfedt fatisfadtion For the truth 
and the importance of all they believed* 
Their condudt therefore naturally imprelfes 
upon our minds a ftronger perfuafion of thfe 
truth of their principles, than the moft in¬ 
genious and acute reafonings of modern Theo- 
logifts. The arguments in favour of a divine 
revelation may be oppofed by the arguments 
for Deifm, but the evidence of Fads can never 
be difproved. It is level to the capacities of 
all Mankind, and produces the fpeedieft, the 
cleareft, and the moft durable convidtion. 

Such is the nature of thefe ftudies, fuch is 
the information which they hold out to the 
inquifitivfe, and fuch are the advantages which 
they coiifer on the impartial. 

Far be it however from our defign, to paint 
them in colours that are too fplendid, or to 
beftow on them the commendation of equal 
and indifcriminate excellence. To render th«- 
Wtudy of the Fathers truly ufeful, a diftindtion 
muft not only be made between the feveral 
Works of one Author, but between the works 
of different Authors of different iges. With¬ 
out fubfcribing to the cenfures Which are fre¬ 
quently thrown up6n the later Fathers of the 
Church, it may properly‘be remarked, that 

the 
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<the manners and cdftoms, the inftitutions, and 
the literature of "the two centuries which im¬ 
mediately fucceeded the Incarnation of our 
Lord, form objedts of infinitely greater import¬ 
ance in the opinion of an ecclefiaftical Student, 
than any thing which relates to the following 
times. The feeds of chriftian degeneracy be¬ 
gan to be fown in the fourth century. At 
that period, and perhaps not before, there are 
vifible traces of thofe rites and eftabliftiments 
which encumbered Chriftianity with bur- 
thenfome appendages, and afterwards brought 
down upon the Church of Rome the juft and 
weighty charge of corruption. Many Writers 
have been led into uncandid and confufed mif- 
reprefentation by lofing fight of this important 
diftindtion, and by throwing the fame cenfure 
upon all the Fathers, have held out fallacious 
lights to miflead their unfufpedting Readers. 
The failings of a few have been unjuftly at¬ 
tributed to all; the fentiments of individuals 
have been reprefen ted as the language of com¬ 
munities; and the motives, which adtuated 
degenerate ages, have been imputed to the 
pureft times. In vain therefore we may fome- 
times look for that accurate delineation of 
Hiftory which carefully affigns to each period 
of time its appropriate defedts and virtues, 
and which never blends the difcordant cha- 
B 2 radterifticks 
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radterifticks of various ages in one confufecj 
mafs of unqualified generalization. 

The utility of the writings of the Father* 
is in many refpedts dilputable, if placed in 
competition with more modern Theologifts 
who have brought more extenfive learning 
and more found philofophy to the elucidation 
of fcripture, and have combated the attacks 
of Infidels vyith more profound and more 
fubtle arguments. The ftudy of the Oriental 
languages, in particular, which among the An- 
tients was almoft intirely confined to Origen 
and Jerom, and the improvement of the ge¬ 
neral art of Criticifm, have given a manifeft 
fuperiority to the Moderns. If however the 
palm of vidlory be adjudged to them on ac¬ 
count of more extenfive attainments, there 
is one advantage on the fide of the earlier 
Fathers which cannot be counterbalanced. 
Their antiquity places them in an exalted fi- 
tuation, from which they addrefs us in a tone 
of fuch folemnity as excites our earneft at¬ 
tention. In the foremoft rank of Chriftians 

• (land the Apoftles, to whom we pay that re¬ 
verential deference which is due to the in- 

• fpired Ambafladours of Heaven. The next in 

• order are thofe, who enjoyed the unfpeakable 
' fatisfadlion and peculiar privilege of converfing 
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familiarly with them, and hearing from their, 
facred lips the words of eternal life. Their 
evidence in the caufe of our religion is truly, 
important and valuable, if we confider the 
high improbability of their deviation in any 
fundamental point from the principles of doc¬ 
trine and practice laid down by their great 
Mailers. They will recommend themffelves, 
more ilrongly to our notice, if we recolledt 
any inftances in which the government of the 
primitive Churches was committed to their 
care. From the qualifications enumerated by 
St. Paul as requifite for a charge fo weighty, 
we may conclude that the Apoilles were par¬ 
ticularly careful in confining the fuperinten- 
dance of the chriftian communities to thofe, 

■ who were not only eminent for moral graces, 
hut for redlitude of fentiment in all the articles 
of the faith, as well as for peculiar abilities to 
communicate inflrudtion to their, flocks. The 
immediate fucceflors of thefe apoflolical Fa¬ 
thers. claim likewife great regard, if we con¬ 
fider their conformity in effential points with 
the precepts of the Gofpel, and the fentiments 
of their Predeceflprs. Thus the connections 
with the Difciples of our Lord, although they 
are in fbme degree remote, eflablifh the re¬ 
adability, and confirm the credit of the 
B 3 writers 
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writers to the firft and fecond century j and 
thus the Apoftles become not only confpi- 
cuous from their own luftre, but impart fplen- 
dour to all around them. 

Hence from the great ftore of literature 
which the Church has accumulated from age 
to age, there are certain productions which 
deferve to be feledted with .peculiar care. The 
works of thofe, whofe names have been re- 
citedi are valuable for elegance of Stile, faith- 
fulnefs of Narrative, fervour of Piety, or 
copioufnefs of Examples. But allowing the 
ftrength of thefe recommendations, we hefitate 
not to conclude that the firft attention of an 
ecclefiaftical ftudcnt is moft properly directed 
to Clemens Romanus, Ignatius, Polycarp, 
Juftin Martyr, Irenaeus, and Athenagoras. 

If it be confidered that their writings im¬ 
mediately fucceeded the publication of the 
New Teftament •, that they are the repofita- 
fies of facred Hiftory which in the order of 
time claim the neareft place to the Gofpel s 
that they are the monuments of the fincerity 
of the early Converts, and the evidences of 
the authenticity of the New Teftament, they 
become very interefting fubjcCts of {pecula¬ 
tion. 
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(ion. We fhall raife thefe works to a much 
greater height of efteem if we confider the 
fituations and the attainments of their re- 
fpedtive Authors. The ages in which they 
flourifhed were Angularly propitious to the 
acquirement of evangelical knowledge, as they 
drew chrjftianity from its lource. Some of 
them were exalted to the higheft rank in the 
Church, and others were diftinguiflied by 
comprehendve learning. Clement, Ignatius, 
Polycarp and Irenaeus, were Bifhops of the 
moft populous and celebrated cities of the 
Roman empire, and Juftin and Athenagoras 
were intruded in the wifdom of the antient 
Philofpphers. The lives of all were conse¬ 
crated to the faith; and fuch was their un¬ 
conquerable adherence to the chriftian caufe, 
that Ignatius, Polycarp and Juftin fealed its 
truth with their blood. 

The field of information which their works 
open to pur view is wide and interfiling. 
Here are to be found the prevailing fentiments 
of the fir/I Chriftians, the teftimony borne to 
the infpired volume, and the interpretation 
firft made of its contents. Here are defcrified 
the firft herefies, and what meafures were 
adopted to confute them j the difcipline efta- 
B 4 blifhed 
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blifhed in the infant Church, the form of its 
government, and the various and cruel ma¬ 
chinations of its enemies.' Moreover, in them 
may be feen the earaeftnefs of the primitive 
Believers for the glory of God, and their fbli- 
citude for the falvation of manj what was 
their fupport during the viciffitudes of life j 
and what the ground of their hopes, amid the 
fufferings of martyrdom. 

Such topicks are at all times cutfous and 
edifying. In the prefent day an accurate in¬ 
quiry into them is more particularly feafbn- 
able, when the actions and opinions of the 
firft Chriftians have been placed in the moft 
unfavourable light, and painted in the darkeft 
colours. When one writer prompted by blind 
partiality to their implacable enemies, has 
flripped them of their moft diftinguifhed vir¬ 
tues, and defrauded them of their juft praife: 
and when another has elevated the earlieft 
Hereticks to the rank of Orthodox Believers, 
and drawn arguments from the fiippofed tenets 
of the primitive ages, in order to deprive 
Chriftianity of its efl'ential dodxine, by re¬ 
ducing the Eternal Son of God to the common 
level of human nature. 

Such 
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Such manifeft prejudice, and fuch perver- 
lion of hiftory, need not difturb the tranquil¬ 
lity of the timid, nor unfettle the principles of 
the pious ; unlefs truth will relinquish her 
antient conquefts, and leave her caufe to be 
tried at the tribunal of the moil unjuil mifre- 
prefentation. 

For the elegant Hijlorian of the decline and 
fall of the Roman Empire is too precipitate in 
his decifions, if he thinks that the Religion 
which has overcome the alfaults of violence^ 
and repelled the arguments of fcepticifm; 
which has triumphed over every obftacle that 
has impeded its progrefs for the long period 
of feventeen centuries, is at length to be Shaken 
by the cavils of farcafm, and fubverted by the 
artifices of fophiilry. 

Before an implicit regard be paid to the in¬ 
defatigable Author of the Early Opinions con >- 
cerning Chrijl, juftice and impartiality Seem 
to require, that the decifions of the ecclefiaf- 
tical Writers Should be fully and accurately - 
exhibited j and that their evidence Should not 
be tortured by prejudice to Speak the language 
of his favourite hypothefis. 


The 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



t(r S E R M O N I. 

The air of novelty which is diffufed over 
the productions of thefe Writers may operate 
as an attraction upon the inconiiderate and 
die unwary. But where novelty is fometimes 
fuppofed to exift, on a clofer examination, it 
is not to be found. The drefs may ftrike by 
its Angularity, but on a more accurate in-. 
fpeCtion, the features of ancient errourwill be 
recognized and detected. Many of their fen- 
timents are the fame, or nearly the fame, to 
thole which formerly prevailed. Like a fub- 
terraneous river they are concealed for a time* 
and again come forth to view. The funda- 
mental errour of the Unitarians is a modifica¬ 
tion of the opinion of Socinus, which was de¬ 
rived from the Hereticks of the early ages. 
Their interpretations of fcripture, and their 
fophiftical arguments, are either drawn from 
the works of Zuicker and of Epifcopius, or 
from the ample compilations'of the Brethren 
of Poland. The degrading defcription which 
the Hijlorian of the decline and fall of the Rod¬ 
man Empire has given of the Jewiih nation 
may be traced through the popular narratives 
of Voltaire, and the obfolete works of Collins 
and-Tindal. 

To trace the progrefs of thefe fentiments 
'and characters, and to afcertain their original 

Authors, 
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Authors, Is a pleafing purfuit to the ecclefiaf- 
tical Student. His deiire to make an accurate 
eftimate of the conduct and fentiments of the 
primitive Chriftians gives additional vigour to 
his refearches into the pious monuments of 
antiquity. He compares the antient portrait 
with the copies of modern artifts, and care¬ 
fully examines how far they have preferved a 
refemblance of thofe original features which 
he has been ever accuftomed to contemplate 
with veneration and delight. In order to take 
as comprehenfive a furvey of the fubjeft, as 
feems fully neceflary for the occafion ; he 
coniiders the conduct of the Chriftians of 
the firft and fecond century, by examining the 
fix immediate caufes which co-operated in the 
propagation of the Gofpel; viz. 

1. The miracles wrought in the primi¬ 
tive Church. 

2 . The apologies addrelled to Emperors 
$1 vindication of the Chriftian caufe. 

3. The Zeal of the first Preachers in 
difteminating the Knowledge of Chriftianity. 

4. The Fortitude of the early Martyrs. 

5- The 
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5. The discipline of the primitive 
Church. 

6. The Conformity of the manners of 
the firft Chriftians with the precepts of the 
Gofpel. 

He moreover confiders their sentiments 
with refpedt to the evidence given to the 
New Teftament; he examines certain Afier- 
tions made by the Writers before mentioned, 
and clofes his Difquifition with practical in¬ 
ferences. 

Such will be the fubje&s of the following 
Lectures. The advantages which the ferious 
lover of Truth, and the fincere follower of 
Chrift may derive from the inveftigation, are 
manifold and important. Juftice will be ren¬ 
dered to injured merit and to afperfed inno¬ 
cence ; the fuperintendance of the Almighty 
in the diffufion of the Gofpel will be fairly 
ftated i the eftimation, in which the facre<> 
volume was at firft held, will be manifefted; 
and the faith, which was once delivered 
to the Saints, will be vindicated and con¬ 
firmed. 

Moreover, 
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Moreover, this inquiry will enable us to 
afcertain the high refpedt which the moll 
authentick and moll antient remains of chrif- 
tian antiquity merit; it will illullrate the ex¬ 
ternal evidences of Chriftianity, demonftrate 
that the dodtrine of the primitive ages is 
the dodtrine of the Church of England; and 
thus ultimately confirm the fteadinefs of our 
faith, and invigorate the motives of our obe¬ 
dience. , 
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uind they went forth and preached every where , 
the Lord working with them, and confirming 
the Word, with figns following. 

O F all the Revolutions which have taken 
place upon the great theatre of the 
world, there is no one fo calculated to attract 
the attention of the learned, to roule the 
curiofity of the inquifitive. Or to excite the 
gratitude of the pious, as that which has been 
effected by the Eftablifhment of Chriftianity. 
The page of Hiftory difplays to us various 
inftances, in which conquered nations have 
been compelled to acknowledge the authority 
of one mighty Sovereign, and to yield a re¬ 
luctant and temporary fubmiilion to the ter- 
rour of his arms. It alfo prefects us with 
examples of Philofophers who have diflemi- 
% nated 
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nated difcoveries of fcience, and taught fyflems 
of ethicks within the narrow circle of their 
difciples. But to Amplify the leading prin¬ 
ciples of focial and religious obligation^ to har¬ 
monize them in one comprehenfive plan , 1 to 
accommodate them to the capacity of every in¬ 
dividual, and to propagate them by the gentle 
arts of perfuafion, has never been the projedt 
of any Legiflator, or of any Philofopher. Such 
a defign was as far above human ingenuity to 
contrive, as furpaffing human power to exe¬ 
cute. The Plan, and the Execution, were re- 
ferved for the Prince of Peace ; and the final 
caufe for which he condefcended to be lo em¬ 
ployed, and for which fuch eflential changes 
have been made in the fentiments of the moft 
: enlightened part of the globe, equally includes 
the Glory of God, and the temporal an,d eter¬ 
nal Welfare of Mankind. 

The obftacles however which oppofed the 
firlt reception of Chriftianity were fo nume¬ 
rous and formidable, and the human inftru- 
ments employed for its diffufion fo apparently 
weak and infufficient, that a comparifon be¬ 
tween them will not only Ihew drat the paf- 
fions and oppofition of man far from impeding 
the divine defigns, may ultimately become the 
means Qf their, perfedt accpmplilhment hut 

‘ .* will 
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Will folly demonftrate the divine origin of 
Chriftianity, by difplaying the powerful affift- 
ance which the Almighty fupplied for its efta- 
blifhment. 

The Ample and illiterate Fifhermen of Ga¬ 
lilee and their Difciples, in converting a cor¬ 
rupted, were obliged alfo to propitiate an hos¬ 
tile world. They difpelled the bigotry of the 
Jew, and confuted the cavils of the Philofo- 
pher. Though afperfed by the flander of the 
malicious, and expofed to the fword of the 
powerful, in a fhort period of time they in¬ 
duced multitudes of various Nations, who were 
equally diftinguilhed by the peculiarity of their 
manners, and the diverfity of their language, 
to forfake the religion of their anceftors. The 
converts whom they made, deferted ceremonies 
and inflitutions which were defended by vi¬ 
gorous authority, fan&ified by remote age, and 
aflociated with the moft alluring gratification 
of the Paffions. Their minds were purified 
as well as enlightened by the new Faith which 
they had embraced, and the incomparable ex¬ 
cellency of its precepts was vifible in the rapid 
growth of private virtues, and the gradual re¬ 
formation of public enormities. 

The Six grand Caufes by which this Revo¬ 
lution was produced, were as extraordinary 

C in 
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in their nature, as falutary in their effects. 
On fome occafions, the divine afliftance was 
vouchfafed to the firft chriftians, and they 
were endued with the power of working Mi¬ 
racles. The exertions of the Apologifts were 
called forth to vindicate the Profefiors of the 
faith from flander, and to explain the nature 
and defign of their Religion. Infpired by the 
moft ardent zeal, the firft Miffionaries tra¬ 
velled into various countries to fow the feeds 
of the gofpel. The fortitude of the moft 
eminent Martyrs was brought to the fevereft 
trial by torture and by death. A peculiar 
form of Government was eftablifhed in the 
infant church, and its inftitutions were ac¬ 
companied by that regularity of Manners, 
which, as it was uniformly confiftent with the 
evangelical precepts, gave to thofe precepts a 
powerful recommendation among the Gen¬ 
tiles, and left a bright example for the imita¬ 
tion of fucceeding ages. 

Of all thefe various caufes combining to 
produce one great effect, we {hall firft confider 
the Miraculous Powers. 

That Miraculous Powers were exercifed 
after the death of the Apoftles, upon certain 
; Occafions, is a truth fupported by the unani- 
i mous 
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fhdite and fiicceffiVe teftimpny of the Fathers 
j 4 own to the Reign of the Emperoiir Julian. 
The particular fpecies ©fmiraqle which the 
fathers defcribe as having been moft frequently 
brought, was the expulfion of Evil Spirits 
from the bodies Of Men* If however it fhould 
Only be fiippofed that by demoniacal poflef- 
lions are reprefen ted thofe difeafes which from 
.their violent fymptoms refemble the influence 
of evilfpirits ; fpch a fuppofltion can make 
no difference with refped to the fupernatural 
operation. 

For as ilO Ordinary means of relief Were 
employed, the inftantanepus Recovery of the 
perfpns afflidted, was altogether miraculous. 
Thefe wonderful interpofitions of Providence 
£re recorded too, not as traditionary talcs or 
Vague reports, but as events publickly known# 
and credibly aftefted. The fathers hold them 
forth as confpicuous marks of the Truth of 
phrifti^nity, and are fo far from confining 
their narrations to the ehriftian comrOunities 
who might poflibly be fufpeSed of too great 
a degree ; qf credulity, that they confidently 
publifh them to the Pagans. In their ad- 
drefles to Magistrates and to Emperours, they 
Rate them as incontrovertible fadts,. when, the 
detection, of falfhood and. the.riifcQvecy Ofim- 
G 2 pofture, 
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pofture, would not only have funk the caufe 
which they wifhed to promote in irretrievable 
difcreditj but have expofed them to-the in¬ 
dignation and vengeance of infulted authority. 

Modern writers have indulged fo fceptical a 
difpofition, as to queftion the probability of 
thefe miracles, or rather to deny that they ever 
were wrought. The ingenious Author of the 
Life of Cicero has employed the claffical pu¬ 
rity of his ftile, and the comprehenfive reach 
of his underftanding, in the difcuffion of this 
fubjedt. We pay with chearfulnefs the tribute 
of praife to his learning and abilities, but at 
the fame time regret their mifapplication and 
abufe. While endeavouring to demolifh the 
outworks of the Church, he obliquely glanced 
at the fortrefs itfelf ; and while he laboured to • 
invalidate the credit of the fathers, feemed 
carelefs of the effedt which his arguments 
might ultimately produce upon the general 
evidences of revelation. His obfervations, if 
admitted in their obvious fenfe, will lead to 
confequences the moft alarming to Chrifti- 
anity j for they tend to invalidate the certainty 
of all fuch effedts as exceed the common opera¬ 
tions of nature, and differ from all fuch fadts 
as are the daily objedts of the fenfes. Al¬ 
though he admits with the greateft plaufibility 

of 
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of conceflion, the truth of the Miracles of 
Chrift and his Apoftles, yet his arguments in¬ 
directly weaken their credit. He reprefents as 
a full and complete view of the poffible va¬ 
riety which may exift in the works of God, 
only thofe objeCts which our feeble intellect 
can comprehend, and our limited obfervation 
can fupply. But by confenting to fuch a re- 
ftriCtion as this we are led to adopt a principle 
as the refult of daily experience, which even 
daily experience itfelf, as it opens a more ex- 
tenfive profpeCt of the phenomena of Nature, 
and elucidates the hidden properties of Mat¬ 
ter, will reCtify, and in fome cafes even vifibly 
contradict. Such reafoning would, moreover, 
confine the agency of the Deity within the 
narrow bounds of human prefcription, and 
would even arrefl the power of his arm when 
extended to difplay itfelf in figns and wonders, 
and ntighty deeds. 

Having thus in a fophiftical manner aflailed 
the credibility of the FaCts, the author above- 
mentioned next proceeds to attack the com¬ 
petency of the Witnefles. Diffatisfied with 
the teftimony ©f the honeft, the fincere, and 
the pious, he ereCts a fantaftick ftandard of 
judgment, and feems to lay it down as an in- 
difputable petition, that the acutenefs of a 
C 3 critick. 
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Critick and the deliberation of a philefopher', 
are neceflary to diftinguifh truth from falf-. 
hood, and that a witnefs who fometimes be-, 
trays the marks of credulity, is always weafe 
and generally deceitful. But if fuch principle* 
be implicitely and indifcriminately adopted, 
we fhall contradidt our oWn mode of conduCt 
in common life, in the courfe of which we 
expeCt not the greatefl! poffible degrees of cer¬ 
tainty, but determine and aCt upon high pro¬ 
bability. We fhall inevitably be feduced into 
the moft complete fcepticifm, and fhall find 
ourfelves at a lofs for the proper authentica¬ 
tion of any faCts. The exiftence of Julius 
Caefar, and the event of the battle of ACtium 
will be involved in equal doubt, and expOfed to 
equal objections with the miracles pf Chriftv 
and the propagation of chriflianjty. 

It is moreover objected that the apoftplical 
lathers are filent relative to the continuance 
of miraculous powers, and thence it is inferred 
that no fuch powers were poflelfed by theft 
Contemporaries, 

But upon a careful examination we fhall 
probably find, that although this fubjeCt forms 
no direCt and material part of their difquift- 
iions, yet feme flight traces and pccafional in¬ 
timations 
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tSmations may be difcovered fufficient to abate 
the confidence of the objedtof, and make it 
more probable that miraculous powers were 
pofieffed at that time, than that they had ac¬ 
tually ceafed in the church. Clement, Bifhop 
of Rome, addreffed his epiftle to the church of 
Cofifith, and defcribing the profperous and 
godly ftate of the converts, before aft alarming 
diffention had arifen among them, exprefsly 
fays, ** that they were all endued with a plen- 
** tiful effufion of the Holy Spirit.” In what 
that plentiful effufion confifted, may be bell: 
underftood from the particular defcription 
which St. Paul had not long before given of 
the various gifts of the Holy Ghoft, that were 
Imparted to the Corinthian converts. They 
were endued with the fupematural power of 
fpeaking various languages, of prophecying 
diftant events, and healing difeafes. 

Ignatius, in his Epiftle to the Philadelphians, 
mentions a particular Revelation which had 
been made to himfelf ; and in the fuperfcrip- 
tion of his Epiftle to the Smyfnaean9, alludes 
to the fpiritual gifts which they poffeffed. 
Polycarp, the venerable Bifhop of Smyrna, 
Congratulates the Church of the Philippians, 
by declaring, that “ God had blefled them with 
“ every good gift, that they had been filled 
C 4 “ with 
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“ with hope and charity, and were deftitute 
“ of no fpiiitual grace.” 

If thefe expreffions fhould feem to afford 
little afliftance to difprove the afiertion, we 
wifh not to overrate their force, or draw from 
them unwarrantable conclufions. Rather than 
attempt to torture them into a fenfe which 
may be thought harfh and overftrained, we 
will admit the fad: to be as it is Hated j and 
confider what advantage the opponent can 
derive from a conceffion apparently fo im¬ 
portant. ' 

Many Epiftles may be found in the New 
Teftament itfelf, in which miracles are not 
mentioned, even at the precife period when 
they are known to have been adually per¬ 
formed. The 2d Epiftle to the Theffalonians, 
the Epiftles to the Philippians, Coloffians, to' 
Titus, to Philemon, and the Hebrews, are 
univerfally blent upon the fubjed, during the 
time that St. Paul and the other Apoftles are 
acknowledged to have exercifed, and commu¬ 
nicated thofe powers. The inference therefore 
which is drawn from this negative argument 
is inconfequential, and cannot be allowed to 
have any force whatever. It proves only that 
[ where the immediate view of the writer was 

to 
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to inculcate fome didadtic, or to defend feme 
fpeculative propolition, he either faw no ne- 
cefiity, or felt no defire to mingle a narrative 
of fadt with the interpretation of dodrrine. 

In order to ihake the credit of the Fathers 
of the fecond century, they are accufed of 
maintaining vague and abfurd traditions. Juf- 
tin Martyr, Irenaeus, and Athenagoras are af¬ 
firmed to have been unanimous in embracing 
fuch frivolous doctrines as the approach of 
the Millenium ; the Tranflation of Enoch into 
the Paradife of Adam •, the Produdtion of De¬ 
mons from Angels and Women j and the Old 
Age of Chrift •, and hence we are told it fol¬ 
lows, that they are not to be credited when 
they afiert the continuance of the miraculous 
Powers. 

In the firfl: place, we may venture, without 
incurring the cenfure of precipitate petulance, 
to doubt the truth of the aflertion. By what 
proof is the unanimity of thefe Fathers upon 
the points in quellion eftablifhed? The greateft 
diligence, in the perufal of their works will 
probably be ineffedtual to make the difeovery. 

Athenagoras, in his Embafly for the Chrif- 
tians, and in his Treatife on the Refurredtion, 
is filent upon the fubjed): of the Millenium. 

Jultin 
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Juftin Martyr, in his exhortation to the Greeks, 
in his Apologies, and in his Dialogues, as well 
as Athenagoras, neither mentions the Old Age 
of Chrift, nor the Tfanflation ef Enoch: nor 
does Irenseus in any paffage of his Confutation 
of Hefefies, exprefsly afferf that Demons were 
the offspring of Angels and Women. 

How far it is fair to reafon from matters 
of opinion to matters of fadt, ‘is a fubjedt 
not fufficienfly confidercd by the objedtor. 
An inconclufive reafoner, may flill be a com¬ 
petent witnefs. Now even if we fuppofe 
the judgment of thefe Fathers to have been 
ever fo unequal to the determination of ab- 
ftrufe points, to the interpretation of the 
difficulties of fcripture, or to the develope- 
ment of its myfteries, how can fuch a defedt 
be an impeachment of their Veracity ? They 
may, notwithftanding, be credible relators of 
thofe things which either immediately oc¬ 
curred to their own obfervation, or were con¬ 
veyed to them by the workers of the miracles 
in question, by the fpedlators, or by the per- 
fons for whofe benefit they were performed. 
The Apofiles themfelves were fometimes re¬ 
markable for mifapprehenfion of the difcotirfes 
of our Lord. They requited the moft obvious 
parables to be explained to them, and they 

miflook 
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jnirtook the allufion of their Mafter to’ the 
leaven of the Pharifees for an allufion to the 
means of ordinary fubfiftence. Yet fuch in- 
fiances diminifh not our veneration fgr them, 
as the Hiftorians of the Son of God. Nor by 
parity of reafoning, ought fueh in fiances to 
leflen the credit of the Fathers who immedi¬ 
ately fucceeded them. The fentiments, there¬ 
fore, which we may entertain refpedting their 
opinions, and their evidence, ought to be kept 
diftindt j by which means a decifion will be 
tnadc, more juft to them> and more confiftent 
With candour and impartiality. To exclude 
their evidence to miracles becaufe they erred 
jn the interpretation of dubious te#ts* is nearly 
as unwarrantable, as to declare a witnefs dis¬ 
qualified to appear in a judicial proceeding, 
becaufe he does not Satisfactorily explain thfe 
meaning of an intricate law of his country* 

Hence it feems to follow as a neceffary Co¬ 
rollary, that as thefe Fathers are competent 
witnefies, their atteftations either muft be op- 
pofed by contradictory evidence, or ought to 
fie admitted as decifive. 

From the mifreprefentations of the inge¬ 
nious Middleton, whofe cavils we have en¬ 
deavoured to expofe, the Hijlorian of the de¬ 
cline 
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dine and fall of the 'Roman Empire derived hi# 
objections againil the miraculous powers fub- 
fequent to the time of the Apoftles. He has, 
it muA be confeffed, given fome embelliih- 
ment, but has added little weight to the ar¬ 
guments of his great Mailer. He aiks what 
period of time is fixed for the cefiation of mi¬ 
racles, and how are we to account for the in- 
fenfibility of the chriilians who then lived, to 
fo remarkable a circumilance ? 

t 

The miracles may fairly be faia to ceaie, 
with relpeCt to our belief, when we can no. 
longer obtain fatisfaCtory evidence of their 
continuation. The clofe of the reign of the 
Emperour Julian is the period at which that 
evidence begins to fail. Since about that time 
we difcover, or imagine we difcover caufes for 
fuipicion, we may be allowed to fufpend our 
belief, and to make our deductions from the 
imperfeCt evidence which fucceeds. For this 
ftate of mind the learned Origen prepares us, 
by remarking, that in the Apoftolical age mi¬ 
racles were frequent - } that in the fucceeding 
century their number confiderably decreafed; 
and that in the third century only a few 
traces remained of fuch fupernatural inter- 
pofition. 
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Similar to the remarks of Origen are the 
obfervations of Eufebius, at a later period. The 
fentiments of Jerom and Chryfoftom, although 
not perfectly confiftent with themfelves, will 
enable us to come to a determination. Some¬ 
times they explicitely affert, that the extraor¬ 
dinary gifts of the fpirit were imparted in the 
early ages, and were gradually withdrawn as 
chriftianity was more extenfively propagated 
and the flourishing ftate of the church lefs and 
lefs required fuch fupport. Sometimes they 
give particular relations of miracles performed, 
even in their own days; they confefs however 
that the genuinenefs of them was doubted, the 
fame of them was not fo extenfively fpread 
abroad, and they were not recommended with 
fuch authority as to be received without hefi- 
tation even by believers themfelves. As no 
fuch doubts are exprefled relative to thofe of 
the earlier ages, a clear diftindion is marked 
out, which amounts to an indired acknow¬ 
ledgement of preceding miracles, or at leaft a 
ftrong prefumption in favour of their exiftencs. 
The chriftians had for fome time been atten¬ 
tive to the gradual change which was taking 
place in the interpofitions of Providence ; and 
fo far were they from being infenfible or care- 
lefs, that. they remark the. decreafe and thet 
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ceflatipn, With fufficient accuracy to fati^fy & 
teafcnable and unprejudiced mind* 

An Event happened in the tniddle o £ the 
fourth Century, which may perhaps not im¬ 
properly be thought to have clofed the fcene 
pf thefe extraordinary interpofitions. The 
conduct which produced it was marked by 
Angularity of enterprize, and confidence of 
fuccefs; and its .confequences were in the 
greateft degree wonderful and tremendous, 
they difpJayed a fignal proof of the temerity 
pf Man, and pf the mauifeft and irrefiftablo 
power of God. 

Meditating the infliction of a fatal Wound 
on chriftianity, the Emperour Julian deter- 
pained to rebuild ,the temple at Jerufalem, 
and to reftore the ancient rites of Judaical 
Worfhip. His heart was elated with the vain 
imagination of fruftratipg the Predictions of 
Chrift. JBut the Almighty who gave the Law 
ip Thunder from Mount Sinai, and difperfed 
the rebellious Jfraelites, in conformity with 
the prophefies of his Son, fully manifested bis 
power to demonftrate the truth of revelation. 
A fudden Earthquake fwallowed pp the foun¬ 
dations of the new Edifice, and flames af- 
tended ip vaft columns to the blazing firma¬ 
ment 
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ment of Heaven. The molt fierce and un- 
conjqwrable of the elements was made the 
inflrument of divine indignation. All the ma¬ 
terials for the budding were ,defrayed, and 
many of the workmen were deprived of life. 
Thofe who efcaped, bore on their bodies the 
deep marks of the Scorching fire; and the 
ground on which the temple flood, for many 
years retained the difiwal vefiiges of twin and 
conflagration- 

If evidence for the truth of this awful ha- 
terpofition be required, our appeal may be 
made to the univerfal voice of the ecclefiaftical 
writers. Some of them lived near the fipot, 
others derived their information from thofe 
who had vjfited it. The teftinaony of the 
adverfarios to chrifUanity is .equally ffccong. 
Ammianus Marceflinus,, the friend and com- 
panion of Julian, a writer equally remarkable 
for his learning, -candour, and impartiality, 
gives a ciroumfiantial detail of the event. In 
dark and ambiguous terms, the Emperour 
hirafelf alludes >to jit A learned Rabbi of the 
fifteenth century, who .appears to have col¬ 
lected his materials from Jewifh traditions, 
records it j and even die Hifiorian of the de¬ 
cline and fall of the Reman Empire, although 
he attempts with ftubborn foeptioifm to inva¬ 
lidate 
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lidate fbme of its proofs, and infinuates a want 
of impartial authorities, is compelled not only 
to acknowledge the general fadl, but many of 
the particular circumftances by which it was 
accompanied and diftinguKhed. 

It may be objected that this is a Miracle of 
a peculiar kind* as it was the immediate ope¬ 
ration of the Supreme Being, without the in¬ 
tervention of human means j and confequently 
that it differs materially from other miracles 
whether of the difputed or acknowledged 
clafs'. 

To this obje&ion we are prepared to an- 
fwer, that although it may differ in the means 
of its operation, yet it harmonizes with them 
in refpedt to its defign, which was the Efta- 
blifhment of the Chriitian. Religion. 

This was a publick demonftration of the 
veracity of the divine prediction. “ Jerulalem 
** (hall be trodden down by the Gentiles, until 
“ the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” The 
decree went forth, and the powers of Heaven 
and Earth were combined to eftablifii it.— 
Whilft the Heathen furioujly raged and the 
People imagined a vain thing. The period 
of defolation ordained by the Almighty was 

not 
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not yet arrived, and therefore vain was the 
attempt of man to haften its approach. Upon 
the fame immoveable bafis was built that 
remarkable promife which our Lord made to 
his difciples, before his afcenfion to heaven: 
—tbefe fgns Jhall follow them who believe; in 
my name they Jhall caft out devils •> they Jhall 
Jpeak with new tongues ; they JJ:all take upfer- 
pents , and if they drink any deadly thing it Jhall 
not hurt them; they Jhall lay hands on the fck, 
and they Jhall recover. 

That fuch powers were not intended to be 
imparted to the apollles only, is evident from 
^he context; as the promife refers to thofe 
who Should believe in confequence of their 
preaching, without any precife limitation as 
to time, or exception as to perfons. This 
affiftance was firft given to the Corinthian 
Church, to which St. Paul fent directions for 
the proper regulation of miraculous endow¬ 
ments. St. James like wife, in his catholick 
epiftle, recommends the prayers of the Elders 
of the church, and the performance of a ce¬ 
remonial rite as certain means to produce the 
recovery of the fick. Such examples, by fur¬ 
nishing a probable argument for the commu¬ 
nication of miraculous powers to different fo- 
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cieties of chriftians, confirm the veracity of 
the fathers. 

. From confidering the nature of miracles as 
being not a contradiction of the great laws of 
nature, but only a deviation from the ordinary 
courfe of Providence for fome falutary end, 
and from obferving that the Deity can extend 
his power not merely "to the performance of 
them himfelf, but to the performance of them 
likewife by the agency of mankind ; there 
arifes no abfurdity from the fuppofition, that 
fome of the primitive chriftians were em¬ 
ployed for that purpofe. In the earlieft ages, 
when the church was in a low and perfecuted 
ftate, when its adherents had no worldly com¬ 
fort to fupport their drooping fpirits, and ani¬ 
mate their faith •, there feems to have been a 
neceffity fufficient to call for this divine aflif- 
tance. So that although we are willing to 
concur with the adverfaries. of the fathers, in 
cenfuring their vague reprefentations of.events 
which ought to have been related in circum- 
•ftantial details; yet we are juftified in afiert- 
ing, in direCt oppofition to their cavils, that 
•the objections, brought from the filence of 
•the apoftolical writers, are inconclufive; and 
that the unanimous teftimony of the fecond 
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and third century deferves to be received with¬ 
out hefitation, unlefs we violate the firft prin¬ 
ciples of hiftorical credit. We admit, more¬ 
over, that the interpolation of heaven to pre¬ 
vent Julian from rebuilding the Temple at 
Jerufalem was the clofe of miraculous, opera¬ 
tions for the eftablilhment of chrilKanity; and 
that the promifes of Chrift himfelf, the ex¬ 
ample of the church of Corinth, and the di¬ 
rections of St. Paul and of St. James, confirm 
and illuftrate the general argument. 

The juftnefs and the propriety of thefe 
conclufions may be inferred, in fome degree, 
from the concelfions of thofe who appear moft 
unfavourable to the fubjedt. For the Author of 
the Inquiry into the miraculous powers, at the 
conclufion of his controverfy, found himfelf 
,fo clofely preifed by the arguments of his 
learned and able opponents, that he changed 
the ground of conteft. Inftead of perfifting in 
the unqualified denial of an occafional difplay 
of fupernatural gifts, by any of the earlieft 
chriftians, which was the leading principle of 
his firft work, he maintained, and only main¬ 
tained in his laft dilTertation, that there was 
no Handing power in the church which ena¬ 
bled her members to perform miracles on 
whatever occafions they pleafed. This ma- 
D 2 nifeft 
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nifeft equivocation was an indirect acknow¬ 
ledgement of a defeat, and was a lignal proof 
that if fuch only was the objedt of his diligent 
inveftigations, his learning and his talepts had 
been unprofitably exhaufted in combating a 
polition, which even the moft bigotted friend 
to chriftian antiquity had never flood forth to 
defend. 

The Utility of miracles in the propagation 
of the gofpel, feems to be fo obvious, that it 
requires not to be enlarged upon. We might 
at firft conclude that they were calculated to 
fucceed where every argument failed. For if 
the precepts of the gofpel were too pure to 
engage the minds of the ignorant, and the 
uncultivated j if its rewards were too refined 
and fublime to warm their affedtions; a mi¬ 
racle was a proof of a divine revelation which 
was at once calculated to vanquilh prejudice, 
and to flafh convidtion in the eyes of the fpec- 
tator. If the dead man was raifed, or the fick 
were inftantaneoufly healed. Bigotry we fliould 
fuppofe mull therefore have deferted her idols 
to embrace the crofs of Chrift, and Perfec¬ 
tion dropping her fword, mull have fallen 
proftrate to adore that Being who imparted 
fuch gifts to men. 
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But proper reflections on the difpofition of 
mankind, and the teftimony of evangelical and 
ecclefiaftical hiftory, will reCtify this amufing 
theory. The eflfeCts of miracles might be 
tranfient, and as it fometimes happens with 
refpedt to the more rare phenomena of nature, 
might leave no lafting impreflion on die mind. 
Our Saviour too often experienced in the Jews 
a ftubbomefs of prejudice, which reluctantly 
gave way to the force of his mighty works. 
His difciples were obliged to contend with 
equal difficulties among the inhabitants of 
other nations. The Pagans attributed mira ¬ 
cles to the operation of magick, and refufed 
their aflent to them, when urged as an evi¬ 
dence of a divine revelation. As the idolatrous 
priefts pretended that fupernatural effects were 
produced by the interpofition of their Gods, 
fo the diftindtion between true and falfe mira¬ 
cles was liable to be confounded; and the en¬ 
quirer after truth, from a latent fufpicion of 
fraud even in the moft fpecious, might have 
recourfe to fome other proof to fix his choice 
of a religious perfuafion. Among the authen- 
tick inftances of divine interpofition, feveral 
were of a private nature, and were more im¬ 
mediately defigued for the conl'olation of indi¬ 
viduals, or the fupport of particular congre¬ 
gations. Thefe and fimilar caufes confpired, 
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we may fuppofe, to prevent that wonderful and 
lading effedt of miracles which a difplay of 
them, more frequent and more confpicuous 
than that which is recorded by the fathers of 
the church, mud neoedarily have produced. 

Let us now pafs on to confider the method 
that was adopted, and the arguments that 
were adduced by the earlied vindicators of 
chridianity, to make the true nature of their 
profeffion known to their enemies. 

The apologies of the primitive chridians 
were no lefs calculated to prove the zeal and 
fincerity of their refpedtive authors, than to 
vindicate the honour of their religion. Chrif- 
tianity, for a long period of time after its fird 
appearance in the world, was afperfed by the 
virulence of defamation, and opprefled by the 
infolence of power. The edicts of emperours 
gave a fanttion to the mod unjudifiable pro¬ 
ceedings againd its followers, and incited the 
bigotted multitude to kindle the flames of per¬ 
fection. Thefe eventful fcenes were equally 
calculated to try the patience of the humble 
and uncomplaining, and to roufe the courage, 
and call forth the abilities of the intrepid 
and the learned. In the fird rank of the 
champions of the faith we lee St. Peter 
4 coming 
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coining forth to rectify the mifconceptions of 
the Jews, and to declare the nature of the new 
difpenfation. We likewife behold St. Paul in- 
fpired with more than mortal boldnefs, whilft 
he unfolded the awful fcene of a future judg¬ 
ment to the trembling Felix. Upon occafions 
almoft equally perilous, Juftin Martyr and 
Athenagoras, two of the moft eminent con¬ 
verts from the fchools of the philofophers in 
the fecond century, followed thefe illuftrious 
examples. From their apologies we find that 
they combated flander with-the weapons of 
truth, that they exhibited the rules of their 
conduct as they are recorded in the gofpel, and 
defcribed with the warmth of charity, and the 
confcioufnefs of rectitude, the virtues of their 
chriftian contemporaries. With the earned;- 
nefs of men who were finking under the 
weight of perfecutiofi, they folicit the indul¬ 
gence of that religious toleration which was’ 
freely allowed by the Roman Emperours to all 
the reft of their fubjfdts. 

The works of many eminent men, who dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves in the fame manner, 
are unhappily loft. There is one confolation, 
however, which may in fome degree compen- 
fate for the misfortune, fince the diligence of 
Eufebius has refcued their names, and fome 
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fragments of their works, from oblivion. Qua- 
dratus, Bifhop of Athens, Ariftides the Philo- 
fopher, Melito, Bifhop of Sardis, Apollinaris, 
Bifhop of Hierapolis, and Miltiades, prefented 
' their vindications of chriftianity refpedtively to 
Adrian, Aurelian, and Commodus. The fre¬ 
quency of fuch applications in fiicceffive reigns, 
is both a proof of the depreffed and injured 
ftate of chriftianity, and of the opinion preva¬ 
lent in the different periods of time when thefe 
writers pleaded its caufe, that their labours 
would produce a proper effedt, by difpelling 
the prejudices of its enemies, and that the 
Emperours were not implacable, or deaf to 
the voice of truth. 

Thefe earlieft advocates of chriftianity have 
not efcaped the fevere animadverfions of the 
Hiftorian of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire. He laments with pretended concern 
the fcantinefs of their talents, and complains 
of the mifapplication of their arguments to 
improper fubjedts. “ He afferts that they ex- 
“ pofe with fuperfluous wit and eloquence the 
“ extravagance of Polytheifm.” 

Now, the whole fyftem of Polytheifm was 
the offspring of fidtion, and derived its fupport 
from fyperflitiori and fraud. No obftacles 
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could more powerfully retard the progrefs of 
truth. The luftre of evangelical light, and the 
corruption of idolatrous darknefs, could not 
maintain a divided empire over the minds of 
meiv The altar of Jupiter, and the Standard 
of the Crofs, could not be erected on the fame 
place. For what concord hath Chrijl with 
Belial t And what agreement hath the temple 
of God with Idols ? The prejudices of educa¬ 
tion, the general habits of life, and the fervour 
of the paffions, all united to plead in favour 
of rites and ceremonies which were clofely 
connected with the purfuit of the groSTeft fen- 
fualify. In what more important or more 
neceflaiy fervice, therefore, could the advocates 
for Christianity be employed, than in demolish¬ 
ing the .fabrick of PaganiSm, in order that 
chriftianity might be eredted upon its ruins ? 

Whatever might be the incredulity which 
the more enlightened Gentiles fecretly enter¬ 
tained, their external refpedt for their religion 
was a formidable impediment to the progrefs 
of thtf faith ; as it rivetted more clofely the 
chains of vulgar fuperflition. The magis¬ 
trates, however deep their dissimulation might 
be, preferved at leafl the appearance of devo¬ 
tion, from motives of policy; and the philofo- 
phers, too prudent to make an oflentatious dif- 
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play of their fceptical tenets, profefled the 
fame fpecious veneration for the Gods of their 
country. The keennefs of wit was therefore by 
the chriftian moll judicioufly directed againft 
the motley mafs of Polytheifm which was fo 
artfully countenanced by the united examples 
of the wife and the powerful. The force of 
eloquence was as properly employed in ex- 
pofing the plaufible tales of a popular mytho¬ 
logy, and in recommending the dodtrines and 
the precepts of a pure and fpiritual religion. 

The Hiftorian next proceeds to cenfure the 
apologifts, becaufe “ they inlift much more 
“ ftrongly on the predictions which announced* 
“ than on the miracles which accompanied the 
“ appearance of the Mefliah.” 

It is fomewhat doubtful how far the fadt is 
corredtly ftated, and if it be corredlly ftated, 
how far the pradtife itfelf is unjuftifiable. 
Juftin Martyr, fully fenfible of the powerful 
effedl which the reprefentation of miracles was 
calculated to produce, appealed to the Roman 
regifters, which contained a full account of the 
moft remarkable tranfadtions of our Lord. An 
additional proof that the miracles of Chrift 
were well known, arifes from confidering the 
labours of the preceding advocates for Chris¬ 
tianity. 
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tianity. A Ihort time before Juftin addrefled 
his apology to Antoninus Pius, Quadratus, 
the learned Bilhop of Athens, delivered an ele¬ 
gant oration to Adrian; in which he particu¬ 
larly infilled upon the miracles performed by 
our Lord. He reprefen ted that they were not 
of fhort duration, like the impoftures which 
charm the eye of credulity with a momentary 
delufion, and produce no permanent effedts. 
Their durarion was not merely limited to the 
period of our Lord’s continuance on earth, 
but lafted for a fufficient time to give the: 
fulleft proof of their reality and efficacioulnefs. 
He confirms the truth of his aflertions, by ap¬ 
pealing to a faft which was open to common 
enquiry. He allures the Emperour, that fome 
perfons who had experienced the miraculous 
influence of the power of Chrill, in healing the 
lick and railing the dead, had even furvived 
until that age. 

Since the evidence of miracles had been 
difplayed on a recent occafion, it would have 
been fuperfluous for Juftin Martyr to have 
relied the proofs of chriftianity upon that 
ground alone, when they might be llrongly 
ellablilhed upon another. The evidence of 
prophecy is fo clear and conclufive, that it 
may reafonably be queftioned how. far the 
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proofs drawn from miracles, ought to fuper- 
fede it. The Old Teftament contains a long 
feries of predictions which are gradually en¬ 
larged with more particular circumftances, 
and pointed with more ftriking and appro¬ 
priate reference to a moft extraordinary event 
recorded in the gofpels. Like rays of light 
proceeding from different points, they all con¬ 
verge in the fame focus. The hiftory of 
Chrift, related by the evangelifts, is an exaCt 
copy of the prophecies, in which not only the 
proportion and the outlines are uniformly pre- 
ferved, but the ftriking refemblance of every 
feature, and the peculiar effeCt of every ex- 
preffion are faithfully delineated. A prophecy 
is indeed a more refined and philofophical 
proof, becaufe it appeals to the judgment 
■which delights in the comparifon of general 
defcriptions and particular circumftances with 
the event which they anticipate. A miracle is 
more liable to the cavils of doubt j becaufe 
the poflibility of its exiftence may be difputed, 
it may be attributed to the artifice of fraud, 
or the agency of demons. A miracle refts for 
its confirmation upon the evidence of men, 
but a prophecy when fulfilled, may be faid to 
be the immediate evidence of God himfelf. 
The Ethiopian Eunuch, ftruck with the pa¬ 
thetic predictions of Ifaiah, expreffed an eager 
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curiofity to know to what perfon they pro¬ 
perly referred. Great was his aftonifhment, 
and inllantaneous his converfion, when Philip 
held up to him the pidture of the Redeemer, 
as their compleat and illuftrious counterpart. 
Our Saviour himfelf appeals not lefs frequent¬ 
ly to the prophets, for an atteftation of his 
divine million, than to his miracles and feems 
to intimate that an inattention to the former, 
immediately led to the rejection of the latter; 
—for if they believe not Mfos and the Pro¬ 
phets, neither will they be perfuaded though one 
rofe from the dead. 

Exclufive of the propriety of having re- 
courfc to prophetical evidence confidered in 
itfelf; there are other reafons which juftify 
the introduction of fitch proof arifing from ■ 
the genius and difpofition of the Romans. 
Their eagernefs to explore the events of futu¬ 
rity may be collected from the invedtives of 
their fatyrifts, the cenfures of their philofo- 
phers, and the narratives of their hiftorians. 
They pradtifed the arts of divination with ar¬ 
dour, and applied themfelves with blind cre¬ 
dulity to the occult ftudies of magick and af- 
trology. The myfterious volume of the Sibyl, 
fuppofed to contain the deftined revolutions of 
the empire, was preferved with the greatefk, 
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reverence in the capitol, and confulted in all 
emergencies of the ftate. This attachment to 
the predictions which it contained was im¬ 
proved to great advantage by the moft cele¬ 
brated of their poets, in a beautiful anticipation 
of the happinefs ordained to fucceed the ap¬ 
proaching birth of the Son of Jupiter. If the 
imagination of the Romans was delighted with 
the felicity which Should fucceed the restora¬ 
tion of the golden age, and with the return of 
Aftraea to the earth; with what aitoniihment 
might their minds be imprefled when they 
were guided to thofe ancient writers who fore¬ 
told fhe tranquil ftate of the world at the ad- 
„ vent of the Mefliah, the establishment of his 
fpiritual and eternal kingdom, and the wide 
extent of his dominion. Even their own ex¬ 
perience could convince them in fome degree 
with what exadtnefs thefe fplendid defcriptions 
had correfponded. with the event. The ad¬ 
vance of chriftianity from an obfcure £ity of 
Syria to the metropolis of the empire, and its 
rapid diffulion through the provinces, formed 
an objedt too Singular and too confpicuous to 
efcape the publick notice, A perfuafion which 
vras prevalent at that time contributed like- 
wjfe to juftify the condudt of the apologifts, 
and to awaken an attention to the works of 
the prophets. For it was generally believed 
' “ that 
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** that the antient facerdotal volumes had fore- 
“ told that the* Eaft Ihould have the preemi- 
** nence, and that thofe who came from Ju- 
“ dea (hould obtain the fovereignty of the 
** world.” 

It appears therefore upon the whole, that 
the fubjefts of thefe Apologies are unreafonably 
penfured, fince they were well calculated to 
fiience the clamour and abate the rage of the 
Pagans. They moreover excited curiofity to 
inquire into the nature of a religion whofe 
profeflors had been fo injurioufly treated, and 
thus greatly contributed to the converfion of 
the enlightened and candid part of mankind. 

Whilft the Apologifts were exerting, their ta¬ 
lents to confute calumny and prevent perfec¬ 
tion, the chriftian Miflionaries were more ac¬ 
tively engaged in publiflring the new revela¬ 
tion to the world. 

Of the fidelity with which the Apoftles exe¬ 
cuted the final injundtion of their divine Maf- 
ter, to proclaim to every land the glad tidings 
of the gofpel, we may form the beft judgment 
.from the infpired records. Neither dangers, 
nor hardfhips, deterred them from any exertion 
which contributed to the glory of God by the 
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diffufion of the gofpel of his Son. The ftea- 
dinefs of their conduit, and the ardour of 
their zeal, are beft feen in the effedts of that 
conduit and of that zeal on the various coun¬ 
tries to which they travelled, and the multi¬ 
tudes of different nations whom they conver¬ 
ted. The firft advances towards extending the 
knowledge of the new difpenfation beyond 
Judaea, were made by Philip the Deacon, who 
met with the greateft encouragement to pro- 
fecute his labours in the converfion of the Sa¬ 
maritans, and the inhabitants of the fhores of 
Caefarea. The difciples who were driven from 
Jerufalem when the perfecution raged after 
the martyrdom of St. Stephen, converted their 
flight into an occafion of triumph, by planting 
the gofpel in the opulent coafts of Phoenicia, 
and in the fertile ifland of Paphos; and in 
laying the foundation of the ancient and re¬ 
nowned church of Antioch. The labours of 
St. Paul and of St. Barnabas are recorded with 
fufficient particularity to difplay the unabating 
vigour of their perfeverance, and the wide ex¬ 
tent of their travels. The progrefs of the 
great apoftle of the Gentiles may indeed be 
traced from the banks of the Kuphrates, to 
the metropolis of the Roman world. The ce¬ 
lebrated cities of Damafcus, Ephefus, Corinth, 
and Athens by the number, and the refpedla- 
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bility of their converts, bore teftimony to his 
labours. 

We are informed by the moll authentick 
evidence of ecclefiaftical hiftory, that after St. 
Peter had with the affifiance of St. Paul efta- 
blifhed a church at Rome j he directed his 
attention to thofe Jews who were diiperfed 
throughout various provinces of Afia. St. 
Mark planted chriftianity in Egypt, and the 
coafts of the Egean fea were diftinguifhed by 
the preaching of St. John, who fixed his refi- 
dence at Ephefus, where he compofed his 
gofpel. At this period, the moll effectual 
means were taken to difengage habit and pre¬ 
judice from the popular fuperftitions of Pa- 
ganifm, to corredl their impurities, and to give 
them a more becoming and more honourable 
employment in the' fervice of chriftianity. St. 
John founded the catechetical fchool of Ephe- 
lus, St. Mark -that of Alexandria, and Poly- 
carp that of Smyrna. Here the feeds of the 
gofpel were fir-ft fown in the young and duc¬ 
tile mind, before the propenfities of more ma¬ 
ture age had obftrudted their growth. The 
difficulties which might have accompanied 
inftrudtion merely private were leflened both 
to the teachers and their difciples; and the 
experience of fucceeding ages has only ferved 
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to confirm the confummate wifdom and utility 
of thefe apoftolical eftablifhments, by difplay- 
ing more fully the advantages of early piety 
and religious education. 

From thefe general accounts it is highly 
probable that even within half a century from 
the death of our Lord, his religion was diffe- 
minated over all the Eaftern part of the Ro¬ 
man Empire. The period of the converfion 
of the Weftern provinces is enveloped in 
great obfcurity, as well as the particular 
hiftory of thofe miflionaries, who pioufly un¬ 
dertook and accomplished it. By the dim 
light however which is thrown upon this 
fubjeft by the Ecclefiaftical Writers, we dif- 
tinguifh the names of Pothinus and Irenaeus, 
who travelled from Afia into Gaul, and there 
eftablilhed the churches of Vienne and Lyons, 
which were in the reign of Adrian moft emi¬ 
nently distinguished by the faith and fortitude 
of their martyrs. In the reign of the Empe¬ 
ror Adrian many other fuccefiors of the apo- 
flles vifited remote countries, where they ei¬ 
ther confirmed the churches already con¬ 
verted, or made new profelytes to the faith. 
From the high antiquity of fome verfions, 
particularly the Italic, the Syriac and the iE- 
thiopic, we may reafonably conclude that they 
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left copies of the fcriptures with their con¬ 
verts, and thus furnifhed the means not only 
of diffufing the knowledge of chriftianity, but 
of delivering it down in its original purity to 
fucceeding ages. 

In the primitive Miffionary we may con¬ 
template the greateft refolution, productive of 
the moft affiduous and painful exertions. Im- 
preffed by the deepeft fenfe of duty, and eager 
to diffufe that divine light of revelation which 
burned with undiminiffied heat in his own 
breaft, he difengaged himfelf from the ftrong 
attachments to his native country, and went 
forth to convert an idolatrous world. As his 
life was devoted to the interells of his religion, 
all the caufes by which its pains were aggrava¬ 
ted, or its continuance fhortened, were flript 
of their terrour. His imagination prefented to 
him the fcourge, the rack, and the crofs, yet 
was his refolution unffiaken by the apprehen- 
fions of perfecution and death. At the loud 
and folemn calls of duty he was loofened even 
from the ties of confanguinity; and with a 
fpirit not lefs dignified than that of the Ro¬ 
man Hero, he fuffered principle to predomi¬ 
nate over affeCtion, turned afide from the tears 
of friendffiip, and was even deaf to the tender 
fupplications of love. The bright objeCt of 
E 2 his 
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his ambition was not the barren praife of in* 
flexible conftancy, but the crown of immortal 
happinefs. The dangers of travel, the preca- 
rioiifnefs of fubfiftence, the perfidy of pre¬ 
tended friends, and the violence of open ene¬ 
mies, were in his eftimation no more than light 
afflictions which endure for a moment. -Loft 
in the l'olitude of the wildernefs, expofed to 
the tempefts of the ocean, or aflailed by the 
outrage of the multitude, he was not deftitute 
and forfaken, for the Almighty was his guide, 
and his comforter. With patience he law the 
frowns of the great, and heard the feoffs of 
the vulgar. He proclaimed with the unlhaken 
confidence of truth, the wondrous tidings of the 
ne w difpenfation, and exhorted a guilty race to 
repentance and amendment. Elate with the 
accomplilhmCnt of his pious talk, in bringing 
many fheep to the fold of Chrift, he gloried 
amid the flames of martyrdom, and breathed* 
out his foul with joy. 

Such was the fituation of St. Paul, as well as 
of many others who lhared his dangers and met 
his fate. By their unbroken perfeverance, the 
knowledge of the Gofpel was diffufed through 
thofe regions, in which the Roman conqaefts 
had prepared the way. Yet the victorious 
progrefs which was made by the arms of the 
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moft warlike people in the univerfe, in the 
courfe of a thoufand years, was equalled, or 
perhaps exceeded, by the chriftian religion in 
two centuries. From Judea it conveyed the 
bleffings of life and immortality to the moft 
remote countries, and refembled the Nile, 
which riling from a dillant and obfcure fource, 
gradually overflows vaft provinces, and ferti¬ 
lizes every foil which is watered by its ftream. 

There is no fubjeft which feems to have 
infpired the early fathers with fuch exultation, 
or which they defcribe with more lively co¬ 
lours of eloquence, than the general diffufion 
of the gofpel. It was highly gratifying to 
their devout minds to obferve, that the fpiri- 
tual comfort which they enjoyed, was com¬ 
municated to others; and that the extent of 
the faith was correfpondent with the declara¬ 
tions of prophecy. From the glowing repre¬ 
fen tations of Tertullian we collect that not 
more than a century and a half had elapfed 
from the afcenfion of Chrift, when th£ follow¬ 
ers of his religion might be found among all 
ranks of fociety; in all cities and villages ; in 
die fenate, in the camp, and the palace; in the 
vaft regions of Alia, on the coafts of Africa, 
in the provinces of Gaul, Germany and Spain; 
in the parts of Britain inacceflible to hoftiie 
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arms; and in countries much more remote 
from the metropolis of the Roman world. 

The Hiftorian of the decline and fall of the 
Roman Empire feems to labour with much fo- 
licitude to confine primitive chriftianity within 
the narroweft limits. Whilft he makes a par¬ 
tial allowance for the exaggeration of Pliny, 
relative to the number of chriftians in Bithy- 
nia; he condemns a fimilar exaggeration of 
Juftin Martyr as too precipitate and partial. 
It is the part of candour to allow the lame in¬ 
dulgence to both, and to recollect that the 
paffions of both might be fo highly inflamed 
by the different motives of prejudice and fear, 
as to produce a defcription not ftrfctly con- 
fiftent with truth. When the fathers expa¬ 
tiate upon the wide extent of chriftianity, they 
afliime a licentioufnefs of defcription, which 
is not uncommon among the antient writers, 
of confounding the Roman Empire with the 
whole habitable earth. It is however fome- 
what remarkable, that even from thofe records 
which the Hiftorian efteems the moft indif- 
putable and authentick, we may find expref- 
lions to countenance, if not to juftify the re- 
prefentations of the Fathers. The warm de¬ 
clamation of Juftin Martyr and of Tertullian, 
the energetick narrative of Eufebius, and the 
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exadt parallel drawn by Chryfoftom between 
the Pagans and the Chriftians, derive very 
confiderable fupport from the exprefs declara¬ 
tions of Suetonius, Tacitus, Pliny, Lucian, 
and Porphyry. 

In thus tracing the progrefs of the gofpel, 
and eftimating the zeal of its firft preachers, 
a melancholy reflection naturally arifes in the 
mind. The countries in which the faith was 
firft promulgated, retain at prefent very im- 
perfedt marks of its antient diffufion. The 
rich provinces of Alia Minor and Syria, which 
have been long expofed to the defpotifm of 
the Ottoman Princes, exhibit only in venerable 
ruins the antient edifices of magnificence and 
devotion. Moft of the feven cities immorta¬ 
lized by the writer of the Apocalypfe, difcover 
no remaining veftiges to gratify the eye of the 
pious traveller. In Damafcus, renowned in 
facred hiftory for the converfion of the great 
Apoftle of the Gentiles, a Turkifh Mofque is 
eredted amid the ruins of a Chriftian Church. 
Jerufalem itfelf, the theatre of the ftupendous 
and mighty works of the Son of God, exifts 
only as a monument of the rapacity and ex¬ 
tortion of its infidel tyrants. Even in that holy 
place where rending rocks and opening graves 
attefted the dignity of an expiring Redeemer, 
E 4 the 
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the proud crefcent of Mahomet is difplayed 
over the proftrate banner of the Crofs. 

Of this triumphant afcendancy the hiftoiy 
of the middle ages can furliciently explain to 
us the caufes. The degenerate chriftians cor¬ 
rupted that faith which they were bound to 
have kept unfullied; they introduced thole 
fuperftitious rites which they ought to have 
defpifed, and indulged in all thofe vices, which 
it was their duty to avoid. Hence the fceptre 
departed from them, and hence the wolves, 
were permitted to ravage the fold of Chrifl. 

But if chriflianity has been involved in the 
great revolutions of empire, the feat of her 
dominion is not deftroyed, but removed. Her 
found has gone forth into lands which were 
unknown to the primitive preachers. The 
vail regions of the north of Europe have been 
long added to the kingdoms of the Mefliah. 
In a world unknown to the antients, the 
wide extended Ihores of America have received 
the religion, as well as the civilization, of the 
European colon ills. The commerce of the 
Eall has afforded an opportunity, which the 
patrons of a moll pious inllitution have em¬ 
braced, and the coalls of Malabar can atteR 
the fuccefsful labours of their Millenaries. 

Thus 
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Thus the acquifitions which chriftianity 
has made in fome places, are abundantly more 
than a counterbalance for her depreffed Rate 
jn others j and thus the evidence of its divine 
origin is eftablifhed, by the confirmation of 
the prophecies which declare that no power 
fhould be able to effect its fubverfion. Ob- 
fcure to man are the events of futurity, and 
veiled in awful myftery are the councils of the 
Moft High ; yet from the goodnefs of the 
Almighty, and the wifdom of his difpenfa- 
tions, we may venture to conclude, that the 
gofpel will, in fome future age, be preached in 
all the world, 

To that blifsful period the benevolent and 
pious mind wilhes to extend its eager view, 
and feels the moft fublime gratification by an¬ 
ticipating the immenfe addition which will be 
made to human happinefs, both temporal and 
eternal, when the follower of Mahomet, the 
difciple pf Brama, and the votary of Con¬ 
fucius, with every worfhippcr of every Idol, 
fhall bow with equal veneration at the name 
of Jefus ; and when the Chriftian Religion, 
like the bright luminary of day, fhall diffufe 
its aufpicious influence over the whole race of 
Mankind, 
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Jeremiah I. 19. 

‘They flail fight againfi thee, but they flail not 
Prevail againfi thee; for I am with thee, faith 
the Lord, to deliver thee. 

I N the perufal of ecclefiaftical hiftory wc 
are often furprized by obferving, that men 
have exifted fo ignorant of the human mind, 
as to imagine that its operations can be con- 
trouled by violence. The fcourge of oppref- 
fion and the fword of tyranny may indeed 
have very powerful effects over the outward 
adtions, and may awe the wretch who is ex- 
pofed to them, into fullen acquiefcence, or 
reludtant lilence. But the free born foul is 
fubjedt to no fuch reflraints j for amidft the 
fevereft oppreflion, it exerts the boldeft ener¬ 
gies of thought, and triumphs even in the 
agonies of torture. 

Compulfion 
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Compulfion.eventually defeats its own pur- 
pofe, and either forces the objeCt of its refent- 
ment to wear the temporary malk of hypocrify, 
or excites that reftlefs and determined refift- 
ance of the will which no force can fubdue. 
To foothe the mind into compliance by the 
gentle arts of perfuafion, and to allure it by the 
flattering profpeCt of advantage, is eafy and 
practicable; but to reftrain its inclinations by 
violence, cr to implant opinions repugnant to 
its judgment, is not lefs impoflible, than to 
arrcft the flight of the winged lightning j or 
to imprint a durable mark upon the furface of 
the ocean. 

Such are the reflections which naturally arife 
in our minds, on conhdering the folly of Per- 
fecution. That die meek profefiors of a pure 
and peaceful religion mould have ever been 
expoled to its fury, may, abftraCtedly con- 
lidered, be a juib iubieCt of wonder. The in¬ 
cident! vends of its intimations, and the benevo¬ 
lence of its principles, gave it die fiiireid title to 
fecuritv and protection. Vet die reception it 
firlt met with, was far diiferer.t; for as a proof 
how mu eh the bell gift cf heaven to mankind 
was unde* valued, the chriitians of the three 
find centuries were engaged Li almolb a con¬ 
tinual itruggle, againid cppreiHon and cruelty. 

That 
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That we may be enabled to form the more 
compleat idea of this interesting fubjedt, it will 
be proper to furvey the caufes of the perfe- 
cations, the conduct of the martyrs, and the 
cffodts of their fortitude. 

Whilll the chriftian religion was effectually 
making its progrefs through various parts of 
the world, it became an objeCt of fuSEcient 
magnitude and importance, to attract the at¬ 
tention of the Roman government. When 
firft fuperficially noticed in the metropolis of 
the empire, it was confounded with Judaiftn, 
and excited only the derifion of the vulgar, 
and the contempt of the learned, and the 
powerful. As foon however as the zeal of the 
chriitians, in making converts, and the Simple 
ceremonies of their worlhip, had distinguished 
them from the adherents to the MoSaical law, 
they were exposed to the mod cruel and mod: 
unmerited punishments. On considering the 
character of Nero, it can excite no furprize to 
obferve, that the firft profecution raged in his 
fangninary reign. Christianity recorded the 
event as an honour to her caufe, that the firSi 
Emperour who destroyed her votaries, was the 
an cedant foe of exalted merit. For theim- 
lpnted conflagration of Rome, of which he was 
himfelf the infldious and unfeeling author, 
2 they 
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they were condemned to the moft horrid tor¬ 
tures, that ingenious malice could contrive- 
Their dreadful execution began that long and 
melancholy catalogue of martyrs which, like 
the myftick fcroll of the prophet, was inScribed, 
within and without, with lamentation, and 
mourning, and woe. 

The boafted harmony of the antient world 
refpedting religious worfhip, muft be under¬ 
stood to have exiiled only under certain re- 
ftridtions. The inhabitants of different nations 
enjoyed the liberty of ferving their refpec- 
tive deities, without moleftation, or reftraint. 
Hence the chriftians, in their apologies, com¬ 
plain of the injuftice of their enemies, in not 
allowing them the common liberty of tolera¬ 
tion, which was granted to all the reit of the 
world. But when once this privilege paSfed 
its prefcribed limits, and thofe who held fuch 
tenets as differed from the received opinions 
of the public, began to propagate them j they 
became the objedts of public animofity and 
fevere punishment. Many philofophers, whofe 
free opinions tended to undermine the common 
veneration for the gods of their country, were 
doomed either to exile Qr to death. This was 
the caufe of the profcription of Diagoras, and 
the chief pretext of the guilt of Socrates. 
4 The 
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The Romans, adopting an antient law of 
Athens, guarded againft the introduction of 
foreign rites with fcrupulous precaution, and 
in various periods of their hiftory, roufed the 
vigilance of the magiftrate,' to prevent their 
diffufion. Tiberius prohibited the exercife of 
the religious ceremonies of other countries, 
particularly thofe of Egypt and Judaea. We 
muft therefore have recourfe to the general 
manners of antiquity, to account for their pre¬ 
judices againft chriftianity, and muit impute 
the leading caufe of perfecution to the zeal 
of the chriftians in making converts from 
Paganifm. 

Urged by the pureft motives of confcience 
the chriftians expreffed the greateft abhorrence 
of idolatry. They not only abftained with un¬ 
remitting care from the participation of its 
rites, but embraced every occafion to expofe 
the prophanenefs of them, and to gain profe- 
lytes to the truth. Their zealous conduCt ap¬ 
peared highly criminal in the eyes of the bi- 
gotted magiftrates, who faw the new religion 
increafe with alarming rapidity, and were 
apprehenfive that the number of the converts 
would endanger the publick peace. Moreover 
the religious eftablKhment of the ftate was 
fuppofed to be too intimately connected with 

its 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



8o 


SERMON nr. 

its political conftitution not to receive a vio¬ 
lent convulfion, if this bold innovation was 
fuffered to proceed with impunity. 

The alarms of the Roman government were 
equally groundlefs, but more, plaufible, when 
excited either by the frequency of the chriftian 
aflemblies, or the fecret manner in which they 
were held. The Emperours furveyed the af- 
fbciations of their hibjedts with fo much jea- 
louly and iufpicion, that they were ftridtly 
prohibited, even when holden for purpofes the 
mod inoffenfive and falutary. As the meetings 
of the chriftians were confounded with factious 
and diforderly focieties, they were expofed to 
rigorous and unjuft penalties. 

To avoid interruption, they met together 
during the filence of the night, or at the dawn 
of the day. Their choice of fuch unfeafonable 
hours for their devotions gave great alarm to 
the Romans, fince the laws from the founda¬ 
tion of the republick, had ftri&ly forbidden 
nobturmal meetings. In the celebration of the 
Bacchanalian rites, with which the chriftian 
aftemblies, on account of their external ap¬ 
pearance, might poffibly be confounded, the 
Senate was alarmed with apprehenfions of 
•danger, on being informed that a multitude 

was 
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Was often convened in the feafon of darknefs 
6nd repofe. The baptifmal vow likewife, gave 
no lmall caufe for fufpicion, as it was liable 
to be interpreted into an oath of criminal 
fecrecy, and a ratification of treafonable de- 
figns. 

That the meek and benevolent followers of 
Jefus fhould be miftaken for the abettors of 
fedition, is an evident proof with what a fu- 
perficial glance the jealous Roman furveyed 
their alfemblies. His fears of their defigns 
were vain, and his ignorance of their conduct 
was inexcufable. Had he carefully examined 
their Ample rites, and harmlefs tranfaitions, 
he would doubtlefs have palled a more equi¬ 
table judgment, and rather have imputed their 
conduit to the delufions of pitiable fanaticifm, 
than to the machinations of a malignant and 
deltruitive fuperftition .—He knew not what 
fpirit they were of. They met not to drain 
the bowl of intemperance, or to indulge the 
exceffes of licentioulnefs; but to break the 
facred bread of the Eucharift, and renew their 
refolutions of purity and holinefs. They were 
convened not to fan the flames of infurreition 
or meditate dark and fubtle ftratagems againft 
the State; but to invoke the Moll High for 
the profperity of the Emperour, and pay the 
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tribute of adoration and prayer to the Prince 
of Peace. 

Whilft they were thus irreproachable irt 
their conduit and fteady in their loyalty, their 
enemies meditated a d^cifive blow againft their 
reputation, by devoting their moral character 
to the moft heinous infamy. The calumnies 
which were induftrioufly reported, probably 
took their rife from the fuperficial remarks 
and obfervations of thofe, who had been pre- 
fent at the celebration of the facraments. The 
ceremony employed in the immerfion of the 
infant, and the diftribution of the confecrated 
elements, were aggravated by the inventive 
genius of fcandal into the licentious indul¬ 
gences of the orgies of Bacchus, and the hor¬ 
rid and inhuman banquet of Atreus. The 
diligence of the earlieft apologifts was there¬ 
fore roufed to confute, and in fome degree to 
retort this infamous and glaring imputation j 
and the developement of its falfhood failed not 
to acquire new honour to the church, by in¬ 
troducing and warranting the delineation of 
her virtues. 

To the elegant Correfpondent of Trajan we 
are indebted for an invaluable teftimony rela¬ 
tive to the primitive church. By the converts 
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fef Bythinia, he was made acquainted with the 
principles of their faith, and the ceremonies 
of their worship. Although convinced by the 
cleared: evidence, that the afperlions which 
had been thrown upon them were wholly 
groundlefs, he fcrupled not to aflert in his ce¬ 
lebrated Epiiile to the Emperour, that what¬ 
ever Was the nature of their cOnfeffion, yet 
their inflexible obftinacy and ftubbornnefs de¬ 
fended to be puniflied. Diflatisfied with the 
afleverations of numbers who declared the in- 
oflfchfive purpofes for which their aflemblies 
were convened, he hefitated not to put two 
Deaconefles to the torture in order to draw 
forth a confeffion of fome imagined guilt. 

From a magiftrate fo enlightened by learn¬ 
ing, fo converfant with mankind, and fo com¬ 
pliant upOn all other occafions with the dic¬ 
tates of philanthropy, we naturally expedt 
more candid decifions, and more mild beha¬ 
viour. This inconflftency with his general 
fcondudt and fentiments is yet more peculiarly 
ftriking, if it be confidered, that the fame 
virtues which were exercifed irt the adherence 
of the pious to their principles. Were the 
fubjedts of admiration and applaufe, when ex- 
emplified in the illuflxious charadtets of antient 
heroes and patriots. The partial and incOnfi- 
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derate Pliny denied to the followers of Chrift, 
that praife, and that eftimation, which, a? a 
Roman, he mull neceflarily feel for the exulr 
ting patience of Mutius, the inflexible refolu- 
tion of Regulus, and the unconquerable fpirit 
of Cato. 

Our candour wilhes to throw a veil over 
the failings of an illuftrious character. We 
look however in vain for even a partial juftifi- 
cation of Pliny, unlefs we impute his conduit 
to the inveterate prejudies of the times in 
which he lived, or to the apprehenfions of a 
confcientious magiftrate, who by exceflive fo- 
licitude to difcharge his duty, is fometimes 
hurried into aits of flagrant injuftice. 

i\n additional reafon for the perfecution of 
the chriftians refulted from their conduit upon 
fome occafions being interpreted into perfonal 
difrefpeit to the Emperour. To his name in 
all feafons of publick feftivity, libations were 
made, and in his praife, congratulatory fongs 
were compofed. Thefe honours were accom¬ 
panied by rites, fimilar to thofe which were 
performed to the Deities themfelves. Hence 
as the chriftians refufed to join in this pro- 
phane flattery, the invocation of the Imperial 
name was adopted, as a fnare for their loyalty, 

and 
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and a teft of their abjuration. A refufal to 
comply was interpreted into an avowal of 
complicated guilt, and furnifhed a plaufible 
pretext for punifhing them not only as fub- 
vertors of the national religion, but as enemies 
of the fupreme and eftablifhed authority. 

The feverity of the Edicts enabled againft 
them varied according to the temper and paf- 
fions of the different Emperours. Under the 
cruel Nero and the pufillanimous Domitian, 
they were rigorous and fanguinary. The partial 
clemency of Trajan checked indeed the fury 
of perfecution ; but left the chriftians expofed 
to the malice of informers. Marcus Antoni¬ 
nus the philofopher liftened with credulity to 
the calumnies thrown upon the chriftians by 
their enemies, and the effects of his feverity 
were felt from the more fouthern provinces of 
France to the moll diftant cities of Afia Mi¬ 
nor. Although the laws were often filent, yet 
they were not always repealed. Hence the 
interval of perfecution, far from becoming a 
ftate of tranquility, was a feafon of awful 
expectation and anxious fear. A temporary 
calm was no fecurity againft the return of 
more violent ftorms. The church was kept 
in a continual ftate of alarm, and enjoyed no 
permanent repofe until the reign of Com- 
F 3 modus. 
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modus, when the flames of popular fury were, 
at leaft mitigated, if not extinguished, and; 
yvhen peace reigned for fome time, in all,the, 
churches of the world. 

The confequences of the Imperial edi&s, 
were calamitous and deplorable. As often as 
they were enacted, the rage of perfecutipn was : 
let loofe, and her way was marked with blood. 
The furious-multitude were inftigated by the 
fuperftitious priefts, and the felfilh artifts, to 
whom • the wprlhip of Idols was a fource of 
fubfiftence and wealth, OJten when aflfembled 
to view the publick gamps, they demanded^ 
with loud and tumultuous acclamations ? a fa- 
crifice to their infulted Godsj and crouded 
the fpacious amphitheatre, to fee the innocent 
Martyrs expofed to the edge of the fword, the 
jaws of the hungry lion, or the more excru¬ 
ciating tortures of the flaming pile. “ In the 
** light of the unwife they feemed to die, and. 
“ their departure was taken for mifery. For 
** though they were punilhed in the light of 
“ men, yet was their hope full of immorta- 
“ lity. As they have been chaftifed they lhall 
“ be greatly rewarded, for God proved them 
“ and found them worthy for himfelf. As 
“ gold in the furnace hath he tried them, and 
** received them as a burnt offering.” 

Thus 
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Thus are we led on to confider in the fe- 
cond place the behaviour of the primitive 
martyrs in the laft trying fcenes of their fuf- 
ferings. 

Whilft the moft eminent and refpeCtablc 
adherents to the faith, were devoted to pub- 
lick executions, the obfcure condition of com¬ 
mon converts was generally the caufe of their 
fafety. The Romans adopted the policy of 
* Tarquin, and concluded that by dooming the 
leaders of the riling feCt to death, the energy 
and fpirit of its inftitutions might effectually 
be broken. No plan, it muft be confeffed, 
could promife with greater hopes of fuccefs its 
complete ruin and extinction. The perfecu- 
tors feemed to think that by depriving piety 
of her brighteft ornaments, and moft firm 
fupports, they, fhould ftrike terror into the 
whole body of chriftiansj arid either drive 
them to inftant defpair or difgraceful apo- 
ftacy. 


Such were the vain and fanguine hopes 
which were formed from the condemnation of 
Ignatius Biftiop of Antioch, Polycarp Biftiop 
of Smyrna, and Juftin, who, with an empha- 
tical allufion to his unmerited fate, was deno¬ 
minated the Martyr. 

F 4 A mi- 
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A minute account of their pious lives and 
exemplary deaths has been ably and repeatedly 
given by various writers. To tranfcribe the 
particulars of their narrations, is altogether 
unneceffary, as they form the moft ftriking and 
moft obvious parts of the antient martyrolo- 
gies. It may be more proper on the prefent 
occafion to exhibit the leading principles of 
their conduCt, and to place their behaviour in 
that point of view, which is moft confiftent 
with the impartiality of truth, and moft pro¬ 
ductive of religious edification. 

They were unanimoufly actuated by the 
fame motives of duty, and expired in the con** 
feffion of the fame faith. A firm conviction 
that the bold avowal of chriftianity was abfo- 
lutely neceflary to difplay their fincerity, and 
fecure their eternal happinefs,, made them rife 
fuperior to every worldly confideration. Their 
behaviour was equally remote from the enthu- 
fiafm of bigotted zeal, and the raftmefs of ob- 
llinate folly. They difdained to facrifice the 
ardent love of their divinfe Mafter to the al-. 
lurements of the world. No offers of impuni¬ 
ty, no threats of malice, no profpeCt of tempo¬ 
ral advantage diverted them from the ftraight 
though thorny path of duty. To temporize 
by fervile conceffion, or timid retractation, was 
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equally repugnant to their integrity, inconfif- 
tent with their refolutions, and injurious to 
the honour of their caufe. Supported by the 
animating fuccour of the divine grace, they 
rofe fuperiour to the fears and the tortures of 
untimely and agonizing diflolution. They con- 
fidered their light afflictions as dull in the ba- 
lance; and with pious confidence, and ardent 
defire, looked up to the author and finifher of 
their faith, fpr the unfading crown of im- 
jnortality. 

On reviewing the conduit of Polycarp and 
of Juftin Martyr, we commiferate their fuf- 
ferings, and admire their firmnefs. The lan-. 
guage of their profeflions was temperate and 
chaftifed, and their conduit in the laft trying 
fcenes of life was in every refpeit difpafiionate 
and heroick. In the epiftles of Ignatius are 
found more ardent effufions of zeal: he ex- 
preffes his eagernefs to fuffer death, and re¬ 
quells the Roman converts not to delire his 
deliverance, nor to intercede with the magis¬ 
trates for his difcharge. 

To the Hiltorian of the Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire fuch fervour for martyr¬ 
dom appears unnatural and cenfurable. But 
let the zealous fpirit of the Apollolical times 
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be confidered, as well as the fuffering Hate of 
chriflianity, and the ardent temper of Igna- 
tius. The defire of immortality was the ruling 
paflion of his mind, and hurried him into 
pxpreflions of rapture and impatience. His 
enthufiaflic ardour, fo far from refulting from 
a cenfurable motive, arofe from an excefs of 
virtue. He was fleadfaflly and unalterably 
determined to perfevere unto the end, and to 
crown a long life of* unfhaken fidelity with a 
magnanimous death. He fought not offi-, 
cioufly the occafion of fuffering; but when 
the accomplifhment of his fentence approach¬ 
ed, he even difconcerted the malice of his 
enemies, and encreafed the confidence of his 
friends, by converting that event into a fubjedt 
of pious exultation. He panted for that clofe 
of his life from which Socrates, in circum* 
fiances not dillimilar, dildained to fhrink. 

The Emperour Trajan intended to inflidl 
the deepefl wound on chriflianity, by devoting 
to public execution one of its moil eminent 
Pallors. It may be concluded therefore, that 
the interceffion of the Roman converts foi? 
the deliverance of Ignatius would have been 
vain andfruitlefs. Had their application been 
fuccefsful, the favour obtained by it would 
have been totally repugnant to his principles, as 
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Well as his wifhes j fince he looked forward 
to his approaching fufferings as the neceffary 
trial of his conftancy, and the true and un¬ 
equivocal teft of his faith. The profpett of 
heavenly lplifs, which was the end and the 
reward of his perfeverance, made the means 
appear not only tolerable, but attracting not 
only to be endured with patience, but to be 
anticipated with rapture. St. Peter, by whom 
Ignatius was initiated into the fervice of the 
church, had not long before fealed the truth 
of the gofpel with his blood, St. Paul had 
made Rome, and probably the fame amphi¬ 
theatre in which Ignatius was to be expofed 
to lions, the fcene of his laft fufferings. The 
Apoftle of the Gentiles, on a fimilar occafion, 
calmed the grief of his friends, and filenced 
their pathetic remonftrances, when they fore¬ 
boded the fatal confequences of his journey to 
Jerufalem, Animated rather than depreffed by 
the impending trial of his fortitude and fince- 
rity, he zealoufly exprefied his readinefs not 
only to fuhmit to the rigours pf impriionment, 
but to endure the pains of death, in order to 
promote the caufe of chriftianity. Moreover, 
the difciples of our Lord, after their difmiffion 
from the Jewiih affembly, had converted their 
ignominious treatment into a fubjedt of joy 
jlnd congratulation. Thefe examples therefore 
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were too recent, and too applicable to his own 
lituation, not to make the deepeft impreffion 
on the mind of Ignatius. Hence he was in- 
lpired with facred emulation, and was encou¬ 
raged to extend his eager views to that mar¬ 
tyrdom which he wifhed to participate with 
his great and holy predeceflors, in full a du¬ 
rance of participating with them alfo, its 
tranfeendent and immortal rewards. 

However the fentiments exprefled by Igna¬ 
tius may feem to exceed the bounds of calm 
and quiet refignation, they are by no means 
lingular. Amidft the multitude of fimilar in- 
llances with which later monuments of eccle- 
fiaftical antiquity abound, our attention is firft 
directed to the conduct of Cyprian and Bafil. 
Their expreffions, on approaching the fpot 
which was deftined for their execution, were 
the didates of joy, rather than of grief. Their 
death, like that of Ignatius, far from being 
attended with indications of tame dejedion, or 
fullen acquiefcence, wore the dignified air of 
a triumph. 

The elegant Author of the inquiry into the 
miraculous powers of the church has repre- 
fented that the Martyrs were encouraged by 
peculiar incentives to bear their harih fen- 
i tences 
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fences with patience and even with joy; be- 
caufe they were animated by the expectation 
that earthly glory would crown their afflic¬ 
tions j that their memory would be celebrated 
by panegyrical orations, and annual feftivals ; 
that the greateft veneration would be paid to 
their reliques; and that the merit of their 
fufferings would be a fufficient expiation of 
lin. Now, as no traces are to be found of fuch 
expectations, in the works of the earlieft Fa¬ 
thers, which our plan has led us to confult j 
it feems more juft and more neceffary to de- 
velope thole principles of aCtion which we 
may conclude with greater certainty to have 
influenced their conduct. 

He whofe mind is deeply impreffed with 
the defcription of the fufferings of the early 
Martyrs, aggravated as thofe fufferings were, 
in many inftances, by all the tortures of inge¬ 
nious cruelty ; and endured at the fame time 
with the moft unruffled compofure j will eafily 
admit, that their extraordinary fortitude arofe 
from the immediate fupport of the divine grace*. 
He may be led to exprefs his opinion in the 
following train of reprefentation. 

There exifts in man an inherent love of 
life, which is fo deeply engraven by the hand 

of 
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of nature, that it feems to form an eflentiai 
part of the foul. Self prefervation is the fun¬ 
damental law of our being - } it is the paffiori 
which precedes every other in the order of 
utility, and is implanted by the Creator, as 
the root, from which every focial and religious 
Obligation neceflarily fprings* 

However ftrong this principle may be, and 
however uniformly it might be fuppofed to 
operate in every ftate of fociety, the page of 
hiftory, and the authentic relation of credible 
witnefles, exhibit to us various inftances ill 
which it is fotnetimes courtterafted and over¬ 
come. The antient inhabitants of northern 
Europe fought death with ardent eagernefs in 
the field of battle, or Welcomed its approach 
in the decline of age, with expreflions of favagd 
joy. The follower of Brama, to thun the wea- 
rifome decay of lingering ficknefs, anticipates 
the hour of death, and devotes himfelf to the 
flames. The Indian remains unmoved amid 
the dreadful preparations for his fingering exe¬ 
cution, and defies, in the agonies of torture* 
the ingenious cruelty of his foes. The Gen too* 
with fteady pace and unaltered look, afcends 
the funeral pile, and becomes a willing facrifice 
to her departed hufband. 

In 
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In thefe cafes we behold the effedt of na¬ 
tional cuftom and inveterate habit. Such felf- 
devoted vidtims were trained up ffqm their 
birth to the contemplation of fpedtacles of 
torture and death j and their perpetual oc¬ 
currence operating upon a general obduracy of 
manners and temper, prepared the way for the 
unfeeling facrifice of life. 

On contemplating the fituation and Cir¬ 
cumstances of the early Martyr, his cafe will 
appear to be widely different: he was gene¬ 
rally taken from the eminent ranks of chrif- 
tians ; he was born in an enlightened country ; 
his difpofition and education inclined him 
more necelfarily to the allurements of eafe and 
peace; unlike the favage, he was a Stranger to 
feenes of turbulence and blood, and unaccuf- 
tomed to fituations that called for vigorous 
exertion, or unremitting and hardy activity; 
his mind was actuated by keen fen Ability, 
which is a quality that never exifts in a bar¬ 
barous State of fociety ; he was alive to all the 
exquifite endearments of focial life, and at¬ 
tached to the world by all thofe tender ties 
of friendship and affection which hold the 
heart in the moft permanent captivity. Hence 
arofe a con tell between the love of God and 
love of Life; between the fuggeftions of ,con¬ 
ference. 
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fcience, and the calls of affedtion; between 
the claims of rigid duty, and the exporta¬ 
tions of violated nature. Nothing lefs there¬ 
fore than a divine interference feems capable 
of terminating the dubious conteft, and of 
making religion triumphant over the reluc¬ 
tance of humanity, and the powerful attrac¬ 
tions of the world. 

Moreover, the tendernefs of youth, and the 
delicacy of the female fex, were frequently ex- 
pofed to the lame punilhments. They turned 
from the fafcinating pleafures of the world, 
and met their fate with the fame unruffled 
compofure, which dillinguilhed the vidtims 
of more mature experience. The conduct of 
Blandina, among the Martyrs of , Lyons and 
Vienne, was as confpicuous and exemplary as 
that of the venerable Pothius. As the fame 
temper of mind actuated all the fufferers, 
without diftindtion of fex or age ; it becomes 
more necelfary to advert to a principle, which 
from the energy of its effedt, and the extent, 
and the uniformity of its operation, will ob- 
vioufly account for fuch heroick behaviour. 

The powerful fuccour which gave ardour 
and confidence to the firll chriftians, was by 
no means confined to them. It was gracioufly 
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difplayed whenever the confolations and afiift- 
ance vouchfafed to the faithful, were equally 
inflrumental to the glory of the chriftian 
caufe. The mercy of the Almighty was 
equally propitious to thofe whofe condudt was 
uniformly diflinguifhed by rational piety, and 
whofe unremitting zeal prompted them to 
contend earneflly for the faith. For evident 
in fiances of fimilar afliflance the pious reader 
of the martyrologies will proceed to appeal to 
the hiftory of our own country. He will flill 
continue to maintain, that when the Demon of 
Papiflical bigotry raged, and the fires of fu- 
perflition blazed in every part of Britain, the 
aflertors of the proteflant faith received power¬ 
ful fupport from on high. To this aufpicious 
fource his gratitude will attribute the inflexible, 
conflancy of Hooper, the unruffled ferenity 
of Rogers, and the reanimated zeal of Cran- 
mer. Nor, when he looks back to the tranf- 
-adtions of bigotry which occur in the annals 
of Oxford, will he think that any other ade¬ 
quate caufe can be afligned for the dignified 
refignation of Ridley, and Latimer. 

In this divine interference, there appears 
moil affuredly to be nothing repugnant to the 
declarations of fcripture ; nothing that offers 
an affront to the powers of reafon: fo far 
G from 
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from it, the fuppofition is ftridtly confiftent 
with the predidtions and promifes of our Lord, 
who gracioufly difplayed the glory of his divine 
perfon, to animate St. Stephen, when finking 
under the violence of his murderers. The 
particular attention of Providence, to virtue in 
diftrefs, was a tenet which refledted honour 
on the principles of antient philofophy. With¬ 
out diftrufting the firmnefs of the ground on 
which the general hypothefis refts, the caviller 
may be challenged to prove that fuch an in¬ 
terpolation is in any degree derogatory from 
the honour of the Supreme Being. For he 
cannot have the hardinefs to aflert, that it is at 
all inconfiftent with the goodnefs and mercy 
of God, to fuccour his faithful fervants in the 
moft momentous and trying conflicts of life j 
more efpecially, at a time when thofe mo¬ 
mentous and trying conflidts were undergone 
in atteftation to that truth, which even his 
beloved Son died to eftablifh. 

But however eager the reader of the mar- 
tyrologies may be, to eftablifh his fentiments 
in the minds of others j he muft not precipi¬ 
tately urge his favourite hypothefis, as an in- 
dilputabie truth. Confidered as a conjedlure, 
it derives fome probability from the extraordi¬ 
nary nature of the chriftian difpenfation itfelf, 
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as well as from the extraordinary difficulties 
which its advocates were forced to encounter. 
But the evidence for it is lefs complete and 
lefs ftriking than might have been expected. 
The deficiency in this refpedt may lead many 
into a different train of thinking, and a diffe¬ 
rent mode of accounting for the courage of 
the martyrs. 

Such may impute it to the full conviction 
with which the martyrs were impreffed of the 
goodnefs of theif caufe ; to their certain hope 
of immediate happinefs ; to their reluftance to 
retraCl from the profeffion they had folemnly 
made; to the approbation of their own con¬ 
fidence, and to their defire of following the 
example of their predeceffors, and of leaving 
ari equal example to pofterity. 

The fuppofitions which we have attempted 
to ftate, have a certain degree of evidence and 
probability to fupport them. The adoption of 
either muff ultimately depend upon particular 
modes of education, and particular trains of 
thinking. He who views the providence of 
the Almighty prefiding over every part of the 
'World, and fometimes more immediately in- 
terpofing his arm to fupport his diftreffed fer- 
vants, will eagerly embrace the former. He 
' G st who 
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who is an advocate for the dignity of unaffifted 
reafon, and afferts the unconquerable ftrength 
of human refolution, will not fail to efpoufe 
the latter. 

Thefe arguments naturally lead us, in the 
third place, to confider the Effedts produced 
by the fortitude of the martyrs. 

Their condudt was eminently conducive to 
the diffufion of chriftianity. The people, after 
viewing repeated executions of the faithful, far 
from adopting the fentiments of informers and 
perfecutors, were impreffed with juft indigna¬ 
tion and excefiive horror at their unrelenting 
malice. The tender emotions of pity to the fuf- 
ferers were excited in their breafts, and a ftrong 
inclination was awakened to aik what principles 
had infpired them with fuch undaunted he- 
roifm. The compaflion of the multitude ren¬ 
dered them curious, and their curioiity became 
the happy caufe of their converfion. Thus 
was the confummate wifdom of the divine de¬ 
crees exemplified in the wayward and preci¬ 
pitate folly of man. The fanguinary meafures 
adopted to extirpate the new religion, operated 
as the means of its more rapid diffufion j and 
the church, far from finking under her re¬ 
peated lofl'es, rapidly augmented the number 
6 of 
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of her profelytes. She refembled the fruitful 
vine, which, from the defalcation of fome 
branches, produces more rich and more abun¬ 
dant fruit. 

Nor did the number of her fons only 
encreafe, but their refpe&ability alfo. From 
the patience of the fuffering chriftians, the 
more contemplative and rational Pagans in¬ 
ferred the innocence of their lives,, and the 
purity of their characters. To them it feemed 
impoflible that men who undauntedly encoun¬ 
tered the pains of premature diffolution, could 
be addicted to voluptuoufnefs or ftained with 
guilt. For they wifely concluded, that the 
indulgence of vitious gratifications inevitably 
tends to enervate the mind, and to render it 
incapable of fuch great and ftrenuous exer¬ 
tions. Thefe arguments made a deep impref- 
fion on the minds of many who had been edu¬ 
cated in the fchools of philofophy j and their 
converfion failed not to refleCt additional luftre 
on the chriftian name. 

From the particulars of the preceding dif- 
quilition it appears, that chriftianity was long 
expofed to dangers which were conftantly 
threatening its cbmp,leat and irreparable fub- 
yerfion. Dyring its infant ftate, it was af- 
G 3 faulted 
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faulted by the relentlefs rage of the moll cruel 
tyrants, whofe crimes contaminate the annals 
of hiftory. The poifon of Hander, the lhaft 
of ridicule, the feoff of contempt, and the 
fword of perfecution, were the active but in¬ 
effectual inftruments that were conftantly em¬ 
ployed againfl it. But its great Author per¬ 
mitted not his religion to be extirpated by the 
malevolence and the infatuation of manj fince 
he was gracioufly pleafed not only to invigo¬ 
rate the minds of his fuffering fervants by his 
all-fufficient aid; but converted the machina¬ 
tions of their' mercilefs foes into the moll 
.effectual and abundant fources of the diffufion 
of the faith. 

If the perfeverance of the early martyrs was 
thus eminently conducive to the rapid progrefs 
of the gofpel, it is not difficult to afeertain, or 
at lead to conjecture, what would have been 
the confequences of their recantation and apof- 
tafy. The Pagans would have boafled, that 
chriftianity itfelf wanted a fufficient energy of 
principle, to arm its followers with intrepi¬ 
dity ; and confequently, that it funk much 
below many inftitutions confeffedly of human 
origin ; and was weaker in its attractions than 
many attachments which have influenced the 
courageous of all ages, to difregard the ap- 
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proach of danger, and contemn die frowns of 
death. This would have been their prefump- 
tive argument againft its pretenfions to a di¬ 
vine revelation j and if it was a fyftem founded 
on the ingenuity of man, by the violence of 
man alfo it could have been fubverted. Sa¬ 
tisfied with fuch fophiftry, and elated with the 
fuccefs of their firft attempts, the enemies of 
the gofpel would obvioufly have proceeded to 
try the fame methods, upon the more ignoble 
adherents to the faith, which had fuccefsfully 
been purfued againft its leaders. Their repeated 
fuccefs would have given a fevere check to the 
progrefs of chriftianity. For it muft have been 
driven for refuge to the recefles of, remote 
provinces ; and its benefits would have been 
loft to multitudes for many generations. 

Bat the perfeverance of the martyrs proves 
the vigour, as well as the perfection of the 
chriftian principles. They rightly underftood 
that its great Author never intended to confine 
its operations within the narrow and degrading 
limits of worldly prudence and temporizing 
caution. Their behaviour was fufficient to 
convince all fucceeding ages, that whilft it 
can inculcate the love of whatever is laudable, 
and the defire of whatever is good; it can 
like wife excite the endurance of all that is ter- 
G 4 rible. 
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ribie, and produce the performance of all that 
is magnanimous; 

From the blind partiality which the fre-* 
quent contemplation of fuffering virtue is too 
apt to diffufe over the credulous mind, and 
from too clofe and vehement a purfuit of thofe 
reflections which prove how greatly the pro- 
grefs of chriftianity was accelerated by the 
fortitude of the firft. profelytes; the chriftians 
of the middle ages were led to attribute a pe¬ 
culiar efficaey-to.their relicks. They advanced 
martyrs to the fame honours which the grati¬ 
tude of primeval ages .had conferred on the 
founders of dates and the inventors of ufeful 
arts. When, however, the chriftian of more 
enlightened times cenfures the mifguided con¬ 
duit of fuch weak and fuperftitious zealots, 
let him be careful not to imbibe the opppfite 
fentiments of thofe, who cQntemptuouily over-r 
look or ftudioufly depreciate fuch eminent in-: 
ilances of merit. Weighed in the balance of 
lair and difpaflionate judgment, the conduct 
of the early martyrs appears to have (bed dif- 
tinguifhed Juftre on their profefiion. When a 
defertjoji of the banners of chriftianity woul<| 
have beep detrimental to her belt intereft, 
they were the firft wfto met the encounter of 
fh? enemy, By ftie ardour pf their z^al, an$ 
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by the firmnefs of their refolution, they dif- 

concerted his continued aflaults; and though 

® 

they fell vidtims to their determined fteadinefs, 
became more than conquerors by fecuring the 
ultimate triumph of their caufe. For all who 
were thus expofed to danger and to death in 
the gloomy feafon of perlecution, we cannot 
fail to cherilh a high degree of refpedt and 
honour. They reached the true elevation of 
the chriftian character, and adorned the noble 
jnftitutes of their religion with immoveable 
attachment, and unfhaken courage. They gave 
the moft convincing and moft valuable proof 
of their fincerity, by fealing the truth with 
their blood. In every inftance of their pious 
refignation, through a long fucceffion of il- 
luftrious examples, they prefent us with that 
noble and awful fpedtacle, which is the fa- 
yourite theme of philofophical eulogy, and is 
the moft interefting and moft edifying objedt 
which can poflibly be exhibited to the con¬ 
templation of the world:—a virtuous man dif¬ 
fering unmerited misfortunes with patience. 
—'They have fought a good fight, they have, 
finifhed their courfe, they have kept the faiths 
Henceforth, there is laid up for them a crown 
of righteoufnefs, 'which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, Jhall give them at that day ; and not to 
fhem only, but to all that love bis appearing. 

S E R- 
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Ephesians V, 27.’ 

A glorious Churchy not having fpot or wrinkle , 
or any Juch thing, but holy and without, 
blemijh, 

T HE eftablifliment of difcipline is necef- 
fary not only to the exigence of every 
community, but alft> to its continuance j as it 
connects the members by one- common bond 
of afl’ociation, and checks internal difbrders by 
falutary and efficacious reftraints. This prin¬ 
ciple extends to religious as well as to civil 
conftitutions; for though the origin of religion 
be divine, yet the prefervation of it is com-; 
fnitted to human means j and therefore like 
every other truft in the moral difpenfations of 
providence, it requires fome diredtions for the 
underftanding, and fome reftraints upon the 
paffions. The chriftian church feems to have 

been 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



io8 SERMON IV. 

been formed upon the model of the Judaioal 
fynagogue, fince they agree in many circum- 
ftances of their government. The principles 
of its polity were immediately founded upon 
the exprefs declarations of fcripture, and the 
conftant pradlife of the apoftles. As from no 
lefs an authority than that of our Lord him- 
felf, was derived the privilege of initiating 
converts by the water of baptifm, and of con¬ 
firming their faith by eating the bread of the 
eucharift; fo from the condudt of Chrift’s 
immediate fuccelTors originated the power of 
pronouncing the fentence of excommunica¬ 
tion. 

This difcipline, by the unabating vigour 
with which it was enforced in the infancy of 
the church, constituted a fure and infallible 
criterion of the fincerity of the profelytes. A 
conformity of manners with the inftitutes of 
the. gofpel was expedted to be the immediate 
confequence of converfion. Hypocrify could 
not for any long period of time elude the vi¬ 
gilance of ftridt obfervation, nor could any 
flagrant infringement of baptifmal vows re* 
main unmarked and unpunished. As the re* 
putation of the church intirely depended on 
the irreproachable condudt of her members, 
the wifely preferved the greatefl; diftindtion 

between 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



SERMON IV. 


109 

between the exemplary and the profligate. 
The refult was highly favourable to her beft 
intereftsj for whilft her unfullied purity of 
morals fupplied her friends with the moft ani¬ 
mating fubject of panegyrick, it gave the 
moft unequivocal confutation to the malicious 
calumny of her enemies. 

To minifters feledted from the body of the 
converts, the difcharge of the facred functions 
was entrufted. As the church was frequently 
groaning under the feverity of perfecution, or 
filled with the apprehenfions of its approach ; 
and as the moft eminent chriftians were the 
certain victims of popular rage, the ambition 
of raifing themfelves to ecclefiaftical honours 
muft have been in a great meafure reprelfed. 
Spiritual preeminence was accompanied neither 
with the comfort of fecurity, nor the gratifi¬ 
cation of emolument. So that a purer and 
more exalted principle necefl'arily predomi¬ 
nated, in thefe early ages, when a fituation of 
more immediate danger made the moft confpi- 
cuous diftindtion between the paftor and his 
flock. Hence a long life of vigilance and piety 
was often clofed by- a fudden and cruel death. 

If many paflages of fcripture feem not 
clearly to afcertain the difference between the 
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orders of bilhops and of prefbyters; that dif¬ 
ference may be beft illuftrated arid defined, by 
the early eftablifhments. In the beginning of 
the apocalypfe, the bilhops are peculiarly dif- 
tingu ilhed from all other members of the 
chriftian communities and by a figurative 
allufion derived from the fynagogue, are deno¬ 
minated the angels of the feven churches. 
The letters addrefled by Ignatius, the venera¬ 
ble prelate of Antioch, to various congrega¬ 
tions of Alia, plainly Ihow that their order 
was generally eftablilhed, and that they were 
invefted with peculiar powers of fuperin ten¬ 
dance foon after the deceafe of St. John. 

The clear diftindion which Ignatius marks 
out between the bilhops, and the prefbyters, 
is fupported by the antient ads of the fame 
martyr, and of Polycarp. It is confirmed in 
the fucceeding part of the century by the 
epiftle of the emperor Hadrian to Servianus j 
by the teftimony of Dionyfius of Corinth, the 
epiftle of the churches of Lyons and Vienne; 
and by the fragments of Hegefippus, Poly¬ 
crates, and Serapion. 

Implicit obedience to thefe govemours of 
the church was reprefented as a proper prin¬ 
ciple of a&ion, and an indifpenfable branch of 

duty. 
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duty. A high degree of deference and even 
veneration was recommended, as peculiarly 
due to their character and rank. And without 
doubt the moft compleat fubordination will 
appear to have been highly neceflary, on con-* 
fidering the perildus ftate of the early chrif- 
tians. Recently formed into communities, 
they were at once affailed by open violence, 
and agitated by internal difcord. No expedient 
feemed better calculated to invigorate their 
common efforts, and infufe a fpirit of unani¬ 
mity, than a chearful obedience to their eccle- 
fiaftical guides. The rifing church relembled 
a fmall army Rationed on hoftile ground, 
whofe only fecurity againft the perfidy of in- 
fidious allies, and the aflault of open enemies, 
confifted in receiving the orders of their leader 
without murmurs, and following him without 
complaint. 

Among the arduous employments which 
called forth the activity of the primitive 
bifhops, no one required more unremitting 
attention than to confute the errours of herefy. 
The alarming diffufion of falfe doctrines had 
required the repeated exertions of the apoftles j 
and their fucceffors found by painful expe¬ 
rience, that a great part of their employ* 
ment muft neceflarily confift in eradicating 
2 the 
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the noxious tares which the enemies of the 
true faith ftill laboured to difieminate. 

To accommodate the facred volume to their 
own preconceived ideas, and not to facrifice 
their preconceived ideas to the facred volume ; 
Items' to have been the fundamental errour of 
the early hereticks. The caufes of their de*. 
fertion of the true faith, muft therefore be. 
traced from their original manners of life, 
from the bias of corrupt inclinations, from 
the ftubborn influence of early habits, and 
their warm attachment to a fpurious philo- 
fophy. In fome, may be difcerned the fallies 
of a licentious imagination, which delights to 
decorate truth, with the moil: incongruous ap¬ 
pendages of fantaftick mythology; in others, 
is equally evident a palpable perverfion of 
fcripture, interpreted upon the contracted prin¬ 
ciples of bigotted Judaifm. They refembled 
the philofophers of Greece, who attributed 
fuch characters to their deities as were moil 
conformable to the relaxed, or rigid maxims 
of their favourite fchools. Thus the Gnoftick 
reprefented the perfon of the Mefliah airy and 
volatile as his general fyftem of theology; 
whilft the Ebionite, whofe mind could not foar 
above ritual and carnal ordinances, funk him 
to a level with his own nature. 

Although 
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Although the Gnofticks, and the Ebidnites 
were remarkable for an early defertion of the 
true faith, they were not contemporaries. So 
that ineffectual is the attempt which has been 
made by the Author of the early opinions con¬ 
cerning Chrift, to heighten their antiquity, by 
referring them to the time of the apoftles. 
As a proof how detrimental to the intereft of 
chriftianity their errours were thought, and 
how ferious an alarm was given to the orthodox 
by their diffufion, the detail and the confu¬ 
tation of their opinions forms a confiderable 
part of the more antient literature of the 
church. 

The Oriental and Platonic philofophy, fome 
fictitious writings of Zoroafter and Abraham, 
together with the pretended traditions of 
Chrift and his Apoftles, combined to form the 
vifionary fyftem of the Gnofticks. Their par¬ 
ticular tenets are too extravagant, and too nu¬ 
merous, to admit of repetition, after the mi¬ 
nute and curious catalogue which has been 
given of them, by the eccleliaftical writers. 
The Hiftorian of the decline and fall of the 
Roman Empire has diftinguilhed them by a 
eircumftantial account of their opinions, and 
a favourable reprefentation of their conduCt. 
He has however made an omiflion which the 
H rigid 
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rigid impartiality of truth can by no means 
juftify, by palling over in lilence thole feds of 
the Gnofticks, who were cenfurable for the 
licentioufnefs of their morals. If even great 
allowance be made for the unfavourable rela¬ 
tions of Irenaeus, and the more dark and dif- 
gufting defcriptions of Epiphanius j it cannot 
be imagined, that they were totally deflitute 
of a foundation. For the latter of thefe Fa¬ 
thers had every opportunity of afcertainkig 
the fads which he records, and defcribes cir- 
cumftances which- were publickly known. 
We mull conclude, therefore, that the fen- 
fuality of their condudt bore lome analogy to 
the extravagance of their opinions. The cen- 
fures, incurred by their profligacy of manners, 
may be applied, with too much jullice, to the. 
followers of Marcion, Saturninus, Bafilides, 
Marcus, and Carpocrates. 

As the difciples of Cerinthus, of Menan¬ 
der, and of Valentinus, held the paffions to be 
the moll dangerous enemies of the foul, they 
mortified them with the moll rigid aullerity; 
whilll thofe Gnollics, who were more relaxed 
in their principles* indulged them with crimi¬ 
nal licentioufnefs. Such conduct, however 
oppofite, may be reconciled to their grand and 
fundamental tenet; as they held the body to 

be 
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be the fource of evil and corruption, and to¬ 
tally diftindt and difunited from the foul when 
purified by religion. They maintained there¬ 
fore, that the impulfes of the pafiions, however 
irregular, might be obeyed or difregarded, with¬ 
out fpiritual danger, or fpiritual advantage. 

They denied the humanity of Chrift, from 
a fuppofition that it was highly unworthy of 
a divine being to be united to impure and 
grofs matter. They affirmed that what ap¬ 
peared to be his body was a mere phantom, and 
that his crucifixion was illufive and vifionary. 

To confute thefe paradoxical and erroneous 
opinions, both Ignatius, Bifhop of Antioch, 
and Polycarp, Bifhop of Smyrna, impreffed 
upon the minds of the chriftian converts the 
grand and awful fadts of the incarnation, and 
of the crucifixion. They declare in exprefs 
terms, and repeat the fame fentiments in va¬ 
rious paflages of their epiftles, that “ who- 
“ foever does not confefs, that our Lord fuffered 
** upon the crofs, is from Satan. Jefus Chrift 
** was truly bom, and did eat and drink ; was 
“ truly perfecuted under Pontius Pilate; was 
“ truly crucified and died ; and was truly raifed 
“ up by the Father.” 
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The derivation of the name of the Ebionites 
is involved in fome obfcurity. It has been 
fuppofed to allude to their indigent condition, 
or to the degrading opinion which they formed 
of the Son of God. But probability feems 
upon the whole to incline to the conjecture 
that it was the appellation of the author of 
the fedt. They fprang originally from the 
Nazarenes, who compofed a more antient lo- 
ciety of Judaizing chriflians. Thefe two feCts 
have been very improperly confounded with 
each other, by the Author of the early opi¬ 
nions concerning Chrift j although the dif- 
tindtions which fubfifted between them is 
carefully marked out by. the antient writers. 
As a chara&eriftick diftinCtion, they not only 
held different opinions of the fundamental 
articles of faith, but received different gofpels. 
In the gofpel of the Nazarenes the two firft 
chapters of St. Matthew were admitted, which 
the gofpel of the Ebionites wanted. The Na¬ 
zarenes not only maintained the miraculous 
conception of Chrift, but alfo that he partook 
in fome limited degree of the divine nature. 
The Ebionites held St. Paul in great con¬ 
tempt, as a deferter of the law of his anceftors; 
the Nazarenes, on the contrary, placed him 
among the moft eminent teachers of divine 
truth. The Ebionites maintained that the 

laws 
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laws of Mofes ought to be obferved by all 
profelytes to chriftianity; the Nazarenes, that 
fuch an obfervance ftiould be extended only to 
the defcendants of Abraham. As a decifive 
argument that the Nazarenes held opinions 
more found and more approaching to the true 
faith than their fucceflbrs the Ebionites, they 
are not included in the heretical catalogue by 
the early writers, whereas the Ebionites are 
diftinguifhed by a confpicuous place. 

They drew their opinions from a fpurious 
hiftory of Chrift, to which reference is pro¬ 
bably made in St. Paul’s epiftle to the Gala¬ 
tians. It was their grand objedt to make an 
accommodation between the law and the 
gofpel, by raifing the former, and depreffing 
the latter, and to combine them in one fyftem 
of belief and pradtife, in order to render them 
equally obligatory. A part of this fed! main¬ 
tained that the conception of Chrift was mi¬ 
raculous ; whilft others more prefumptuoufly 
aflerted, that he was a mere man, the Son of 
Jofeph and Mary; and that he was not dif- 
tinguifhed from mortals by any miraculous 
circumftances of birth. Some at leaft of this 
latter defcription are known to have held, 
that at the time of his baptifm, the Chrift, 
who had been inverted by the Supreme Being 
H 3 with 
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with the fovereignty of the world, defcendeJ 
upon Jefus in the form of a dove, and con¬ 
tinued the director of his adtions to the time 
of his crucifixionj when he reafeended to 
heaven, and left Jefus expofed to the pains of 
unaffifted humanity. 

As the Ebionites began to rife into notice 
at the commencement of the fecond century, 
Ignatius and Polycarp afiiduoully laboured to 
extirpate their opinions. That the divifion of 
Jefus Chrift into two diftindt perfons was at 
once unfciiptural and irrational, fufiiciently 
appears from the expreflions employed by 
thefe Fathers to confute the Gnofticks. There 
are, however, many other paffages in their 
epiftles, more particularly directed againft the 
Ebionites, the fubftance of which is conveyed 
in the following declarations:—“ That Jefus 
“ Chrift our infeparable life, is fent by the will 
“ of the Father. That our God Jefus Chrift 
“ was according to the divine difpenfation con- 
“ ceived of the Virgin, of the family of David, 
“ by the Holy Ghoft. Again; Be not deceived 

by heterodox doctrines, nor with antient 
“ fables, which are unedifying; for if ye con- 
“ tinue to live according to the Jewifhlaw, ye 
“ confefs yourfelves not to have received grace; 
“ ye ought no longer to obferve fabbaths, but 
“ keep the Lord’s day.” 

Thefe 
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Thele words, in their general import, feem 
equally to affedt all the herefies of that early 
age, and to be levelled againft thofe who denied 
the miraculous conception, as well as the di¬ 
vinity of Chrift. The latter part of the quo- . 
tation, however, is more ftridtly appropriate. 
The converts are exhorted to quit their at¬ 
tachment to the law of Moles, becaufe totally 
inconfillent with the principles of the true 
faith; and the prejudices attributed to them, 
are not lb ltridtly applicable to any delcription 
of Chriftians, as to the Ebionites. 

On a full confideration of the expreltions of 
Ignatius, it may not be improper to apply to 
them the pertinent remark which Tertullian 
makes on the firll epiftle of St. John. “ The 
** Evangelift particularly ftigmatizcs thofe In- 
** tidels by the name of Antkhrifts, who deny 
** that Chrill is come in the flelh, and who do 
“ not maintain that Jefus is the Son of God. 

“ The former was the errour of Marck>n, the 
“ latter of Ebion.” 

The cenfures of Juftin Martyr are diredted 
againft the fame bereticks, in his curious dia¬ 
logue with Trypho the Jew. He d e fcribes 
particularly the errours of the ledt, and his 
omiftion of their qame is timilar to his prac- 
H 4 tke 
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tice with refpedt to the evangelifts, of whom 
he fpeaks only in general terms. He marks 
out the wide diftindtion between the Ebion- 
ites and the orthodox believers; adverts to 
their defertion of the dodtrines of fcripture for 
the vain traditions of men. To him their opi¬ 
nions appeared fo derogatory from the divinity 
of the Son of God, that he expreffed his de¬ 
liberate difapprobation of their opinions, and 
feems rather inclined to rank them among the 
believing Jews, than to include them in the 
number of genuine chriftians. 

Irenaeus in his elaborate work, in which he 
confutes the various fedtaries of the fecond 
century, maintains that the Ebionites, by their 
perverfe and degrading opinions, had wantonly 
deprived themfelves of the benefits of the in¬ 
carnation ; and were deferving of the fame fe- 
vere and full reprehenfion which was due to 
all other deferters of the truth. He includes 
them in the general catalogue of thofe hereticks 
who are fo unlearned and ignorant of the 
** difpenfations of God, particularly of his 
“ gracious defign refpedting the redemption 
" of man, that they are blind to the truth, 
** and contradict their own falvation,” 

From 
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From this unanimous oppofition of the an- 
tient fathers of the church it appears how 
much the fentiments of the Ebionites were 
reprobated. To the different pleas which they 
confidently fet up, the moft cogent and un- 
anfwerable arguments were oppofed. They 
boafted of various advantages which they en¬ 
joyed in common with the church, and their 
claims were difputed with that firmnefs, and 
vanquifhed with that irrefiftible power of 
confutation, which will ever be the recom- 
penfe of prefumption and errour. Like the 
church they had traditions: but of what did 
they confift ? Not of the pure and uncor¬ 
rupted injunctions of the apoftles j but of the 
empty and obfolete ceremonies of the Leviti- 
cal law. Like the church they had prophe¬ 
cies ; but how did they interpret them ? Not 
in the fpirit of the infpired writers; not by 
an enlarged and complete view of the predic¬ 
tions that difplay the exalted nature of the 
Mefliah, as well as of thofe which defcribe 
‘his humiliation j but by a fervile adherence to 
the falfe gloffes of the later and more con¬ 
tracted Rabbins, who maintained him to be a 
mere man. Like the church they had fcrip- 
tures } but were their fcriptures the complete 
and indifputable productions of truth ? So far 
was this from being the cafe, that they con¬ 
tained. 
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tained not the teftimony of the beloved difci- 
ple, nor the epiftles of the great apoflle of the 
Gentiles, becaufe they rejedied fuch parts of 
the canonical code with difdain. On the con¬ 
trary, they received a mutilated gofpel of St. 
Matthew, and perufed with eager credulity 
the romantick legends of falfc teachers. 

Thus they were flow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets had fpoken, and all that the 
apoftles had teftified. Whilft the true chriftian 
enlarged his mind with a full conception of 
his religion, the Ebionite with inflexible ob- 
ftinacy fubmitted to bear the unneceflary bur¬ 
thens of the law, and with blind perverfenefs 
cut off the effential principle of the gofpel. 

Between the Ebionite and the Mahometan 
there is a clofe and ftriking refemblance. Ac¬ 
cording to the creed of both, Jefus Chrift is a 
mere man. They practice with fcrupulous at¬ 
tention the rites of circumciflon and of purifi¬ 
cation. They both appeal to the authority of 
fpurious books; and as the Ebionites value 
the fabulous travels of Clement, fo the Ma¬ 
hometans confult the falfe gofpel of Barnabas. 
They have a high regard for particular places: 
The Mahometan indulges the moft profound 
veneration lor the holy city which contains 
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the tomb of his prophet: the Ebionite glows 
with equal enthuiiafm on contemplating die 
profpedt of Jerufalem. 

The pride of Mahomet would have fuffered 
the keeneit mortification, if when he adopted 
iome ceremonial parts of the Mofaical law, and 
degraded the fublime character of the chriftkn 
legiflator, he had reflected, that he fervikly 
purfued the ftcps of an obfcure herefiarch $ 
and that the boldnefs of his enterprizes, and 
not the fertility of his invention, gave him 
the beft title to the admiration of his fol¬ 
lowers. 

Such was the origin of the antient commu¬ 
nities of chriftians. In conformity with the 
apoftolical appointment, the fpiritual gover- 
nours undertook their fuperintendance. To 
their more efpecial cuftody, the facred volume 
was committed, and by them the moft au- 
thentick copies of it were prefcrved. They 
performed the facred offices of religion, op- 
pofed the incroachments of hereticks, con¬ 
firmed the converts in their fidelity, and in¬ 
vited the Pagans to embrace the fame aufpi- 
cious hopes, which they cherifhed in their 
own breafts. 
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The regulations of thefe eftablifhments, andf 
the falutary influence of their rules, were open 
to general infpeCtion. The heathens faw ef¬ 
fects produced in the church which were 
more beneficial to fociety, than the theory of 
the fublimeft philofopher had promifed ; or 
the performance of renowned legiflators had 
produced. Here was the republicfc of Plato, 
without its licentioufnefs; and the afylum of 
Romulus, without its reception of the outcafts 
6f fociety. The grand objeCl of the inftitutions 
6f Lycurguswas the acquirement of barren 
conqueft. The confequence of the fanguinary 
decrees of Draco was the depopulation of his 
country. But the church whilft fhe executed 
judgment, remembered mercy, and the final 
caufe of her feverity was the extinction of fin, 
not the deftruCtion of the finner. Even in her 
difcipline, there was nothing to repel the ad¬ 
vances of the timid, nor to confirm the aver- 
fion of the prejudiced. The.fentence of ex- 
communication was awful in its circumftances, 
and certain in its infliction ; but it was not ir- 
reverfible. During the folemn feafon of pe¬ 
nance, indeed, the countenance and the drefs 
of the fpiritual exile difcovered the ftrongeft 
marks of dejeCtion and forrow. But after 
giving the molt unequivocal proofs of his fin- 
cere contrition, he was again admitted into 

the 
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the church, and his return was welcomed by 
the moft ardent congratulations of the pious. 

The prudent adminiftratiori and ftriCt regu¬ 
larity of ecclefiaftical difcipline made the mod; 
favourable impreffion on the mind of the' Pa¬ 
gans, more particularly, when they obferved the 
clofe conformity of the conduct of the primitive 
chriftians with the precepts of the gofpel. 

Now, the chriftian precepts appear to 
greateft advantage when contrafted with: the 
laws of the Jews, and the maxims of the 
Philofophers. 

The moral laws of the Mofaical code 
breathe much of that fpirit of philanthropy 
which conftitutes the glory of the evangelical 
fcheme. Yet the laft injunction of the Deca¬ 
logue was liable to be fettered by a partial in¬ 
terpretation, and made fubfervient to the con¬ 
tracted views of, local prejudice. ‘Thoujhalt 
not covet the. pojj'ejjions of thy neighbour 
might literally be underftood as a prohibition 
pf fuch defires only, as were fixed upon the 
property of perfons in the fame vicinity* 
That the Jews were difpofed to confide^ this 
duty as. confined to fo narrow a circle, feem$ 
probable,, not only from the general everfipn 
, which 
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which they discovered againft all other na¬ 
tions ; but likewife from the queftion propofed 
by the inquifitivc Scribe. Our Lord with his 
accuftomed readineSs to inflruft, and his pe¬ 
culiar felicity to illuftrate, represented the fen- 
fibility and the benevolence of the good Sa¬ 
maritan. This interefting picture was admi¬ 
rably adapted to awaken the torpid feelings of 
a bigotted Jew, and to display to him that 
Sublime Scheme of univerfal affedtion, in which 
he was to extend his views of charity beyond 
his native country, and to confider himfelf as 
the general friend of mankind. 

The Superiority of the gofpel over the Mo- 
faical law, appears more fully by confidering 
that the commandments of the latter, are, 
for the moil part, negative j containing rather 
prohibitions of fin, than incitements to good- 
pefs. Whilft the difciple of Mofes, adhering 
to his own principles, advances only the firft 
ftep in the path of morality the difciple of 
Chrift leaves him far behind, adds to his in¬ 
nocence much pofitive excellence, and adorns 
his character with every virtue. So far from 
merely not invading the pofleflions of another 
man, he reaches out his liberal hand to mi- 
nifler to his necefiities: So far from merely 
not retaliating injuries received, he Hands 
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ready to embrace his enemy in the arms of 
affection, and breathes a fervent fupplication 
to heaven, for his temporal and eternal hap- 
pinefs. 

The philofophers of Greece and Rome pre¬ 
lent us with the moft convincing proof, how 
Far unenlightened reafbn carried her inveftiga- 
tions towards the perfection of ethicks. The 
powers of intellect which they difplayed, and 
die obftacles which they furmounted, before 
they dilcovered many valuable truths, are not 
fairly eftimatcd, when viewed through the 
medium of the chriftian revelation. Their 
attainments ought to be compared with the 
ignorance of the multitudes that furrounded, 
and that preceded them. Then will they ap¬ 
pear moft wonderful efforts of the human 
mind. Then will they become the bright 
dawn of the intellectual morning which fhone 
more and more unto the perfect day. 

If moral wifdom defcended from heaven to 
dwell with the moft enlightened Sage of 
Athens, fhe quickly caught the contagion of 
earthly depravity, and forgot her dignity fo 
for as to bend at the fhrine of fuperftition. 
Her dictates were not built upon any certain 
foundation, or digefted in a confiftent plan. 

6 They 


Digitized by 




is8 


SERMON iV. 

They were difgraced with falfe notions, in¬ 
termixed with frivolous refinements, and fcat- 
tered among difcordant fedls. The indiiTolu- 
ble union of confiftency, the powerful attrac-; 
tion of example, and the ftrong and awakening 
voice of authority were wanted to give to pre¬ 
cept the energy of law. But the mod mate-; 
rial obftacle to a ready compliance with their 
inftrudtions was the want of fuch fandtions as- 
hold the mind in the mod permanent fub- 
jedtion, by immediately addrefiing i£s hopes, 
and fear6. . 

Thefe defedls were diftindlly vifible to 
the antients themfelves. Ariftodemui de¬ 
clared to Socrates that he would willingly 
worlhip the Gods, whenever their embal- ; 
ladours defcended to inform him what to* 
perform and what to avoid. The enlight¬ 
ened philofopher himfelf obferved, on con¬ 
templating the infufficiency of natural rea- 
fon to reform the world, that the labours of 
moralifls mull be vain and ineffedtual, unlefs 
the Supreme Being would commiffion fome 
teacher to inllrudt mankind. The great Ro¬ 
man orator allb, exprelfed an ardent wilh for 
the difeovery of a new demonllration to prove 
that virtue alone was fufficient for happinefs. 
This general dilfatisfadlion clearly evinces the 

necelfity 
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neceffity of a divine revelation, and may be 
confidered as the voice of philofophy com¬ 
plaining of her own defedls, and imploring 
the Supreme Being to point out the path of 
duty to her impatient and bewildered fol¬ 
lowers. 

By the gofpel, therefore, were fupplied the 
deficiencies of all preceding inftitutions and 
fyftems. The Mofaical code was as for ex¬ 
celled by the religion of Chrift, as the taber¬ 
nacle of the wildernefs was furpafled by the 
magnificence of the temple of Solomon. 

The maxims of antient wifdom were not 
only refined and enlarged, but eftablifhed upon 
a true principle, and made conducive to an 
exalted end. The fcattered and feeble liars 
of philofophy which were vifible during the 
night of ignorance, were obfcured by the dif¬ 
fusive effulgence of the evangelical fun. 

To complete the benevolent plan of revela¬ 
tion, the fame volume which was filled with 
the moll pure leffons of wifdom, contained 
likewife the moll perfedt exemplification of 
them.Vyhe adorable Son of God condefcended 
to recommend his own inllrudlion by his own 
practice, and to exhibit that lively image of 

-1 moral 
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moral perfection which had, indeed, fublimed 
the imagination of Plato and of Cicero j but 
which, antient experience in the wideft circle 
of obfervation, had fought for in vain. The 
divine teacher not only fpake, as man never 
fpoke, but at once to combine the efficacy bf 
example with the 'perfection of precept, be¬ 
came the unerring guide to all that was pious, 
all that was amiable, and all that was great. 

If the Pagans were dazzled with the luftre 
of his conduct, and faw him foar to an eleva¬ 
tion which mere humanity cannot reach; they 
were convinced that it was practicable in fome 
degree to follow his fteps when they directed 
their attention to the early converts, who Were 
no lefs zealous in their profeffidns of fidelity 
to his commands, than instrumental to his 
glory by their aCtions. 

The bafis of the primitive virtues was h 
fteadfaft and lively Faith, which confifted in a 
perfeCt conviction of the truth of chriftknity, 
preceded by a careful examination of its evi¬ 
dences, and accompanied with a full aflurance 
of its rewards. This principle purified their 
tafte, and exalted their defires above the grofs 
pleafures of fenfe, and made all fublunary en¬ 
joyments fcem as duft in thfe balance when 

weighed 
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■Weighed againft the happinefs of eternal life. 
It difpelled the mitts 'which obftrudted their 
profpedt of heaven ; for during the vexations 
©f adverfity, the diftrefs of perfecution, and 
the agony of martyrdom, they behaved with 
the fame invincible perfuafion of the truth of 
.the divine promifes, as if they had beheld 
their Lord and Matter coming in the clouds 
.with power and majefty, and holding out the 
crowns of everlafting life to his perfevering 
followers. 

Erom this faith arofe that ardent and ratio¬ 
nal zeal which is fliewn in a chearful and 
prompt execution of the commands of God, 
whatever he enjoined, and an unremitting 
purfuit of duty wherever it pointed the way. 
Their conduit was equally remote from the 
languor of indifference, and the extravagance 
of fonaticifin. 

In the firft rank of primitive virtues flood 
iMumility, which was the chief charadteriftick 
-of our Lord himfelf, and is the.peculiar orna¬ 
ment of his religion. How for the cultivation 
©f it:was carried by his early followers, ap- 
.pears -from the literary remains of the firft and 
fecond centuries. The writers of that period 
were not influenced by dogmatical arrogance, 
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or dictatorial prefumption j but uniformly dif- 
covered an amiable and unafluming diffidence. 
Clement Biffiop of Rome, although honourably 
mentioned by St. Paul, as his coadjutor in the 
faith, afpires to no authority over the Corin¬ 
thian church, when writing to compofe its 
diflentions} and Ignatius, the venerable Bi¬ 
ffiop of Antioch, celebrated for his piety and 
conftancy, fcarcely prefumes to take the name 
of a difciple of Chrift. 

The character of many congregations was 
marked by the fame virtue which diftinguiffied 
their teachers. Gentlenefs of manners and obe¬ 
dience to authority were the fruits of their in- 
ttrudtions. No fufferings in the fervice of their 
divine Matter induced them to arrogate the 
fmalleft degree of merit to themfelves, or to 
think that their conduit entitled them to any 
diftindtion, until they had advanced to final 
perfeverance, and finiffied their courfe with 
joy. Armed, by humility they were invulne¬ 
rable againft the derifion and contumely of 
their enemies. As they cheriffied not the con¬ 
ceit of excellence, the pride of rank, nor the 
infolence of power; vain were the attempts 
of malevolence and Jlander, to ruffle their 
tranquility,, and provoke their refentment. 


In 
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In the diffufion of this virtue we behold 
the wonderful triumph of chridianity over na¬ 
tional character, and deeply rooted prejudice. 
The Romans were elated with the profpedt of 
their ample dominions, which exceeded the ex¬ 
tent of all former conqueds. Defcended from 
ancedors whofe achievements, 'and whofe vir¬ 
tues fwelled their breads with confcious dig¬ 
nity, and rich with the fpoils of the van- 
quifhed provinces, they wanted nothing to 
increafe their fenfe of perfbnal dignity. The 
Greeks, equally illudrious for the noble ex¬ 
ploits of their predecelfors, and didingiliftied 
by the cultivation of the mod elegant arts, 
beheld with dil'dain the barbarous nations that 
furrounded them. The philofophers although 
divided into various fedts, yet were all ele¬ 
vated by the fame fpirit of fupercilioufnefs, 
and as they foared above the multitude in the 
rejection of vulgar prejudices, and the culti¬ 
vation of the intellectual powers, they edeem- 
ed themfelves the wifed of mortals. Thefe 
refpedtive propenfities, fo dear to the human 
mind becaufe fo founded on felf love, were 
foftened and controuled by the precepts of 
chridianity. The humility of the gofpel 
checked the prefumption of the proud; and 
that haughtinefs of fpirit which had never 

I 3 before 
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before fubmitted to controul was transformed 
into complacence and condefcenfion. 

The primitive chriftians were equally re¬ 
markable for the exercife of Charity in its moil 
enlarged and proper fenfe. One confiderable 
branch of this duty was their genuine libe¬ 
rality of fentiment. This was as obfervahle in 
their general conduct to the Pagans, as in 
their publick and private ^applications to the 
throne of mercy. In the midft of the moft 
fierce perfecutions they fervently prayed for 
the prefervation . of the Emperour, and the 
profperity of the ftate. When defamed by the 
infinuations of the Jews, and mindful of their 
rebellion againft their crucified Meffiah ; when 
expofed to contempt and calumny on account 
of the fcandalous licentioufnefs of hereticks, 
they generoufly confefs, that far from viewing 
them as objects of hatred and abomination, 
they entreat the compafiionate Parent of the 
world for their amendment and happinefs. 

The faireft and moft confpicuous fruit of 
this comprehenfive virtue was Beneficence. 
Its effe&s were not confined to individuals, 
or to a particular congregation, but extended 
to the church at large. The accumulation of 
2 property 
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property for the relief of the poor in the in¬ 
fancy of the church, as well as the liberal 
contributions promoted by the apoftle of the 
Gentiles, at tell its early prevalence. Nor did 
the converts of fucceeding times degenerate 
from their predeceffors. The commendation 
which was bellowed on the munificence of 
the Corinthians by Clement, Bithop of Rome, 
was with equal juftice and ardour returned by 
Dionyfius the Great. He defcribes the atten¬ 
tion of the Romans to the generous cuflom 
which commenced at the fir ft diffufion of the= 
gofpel, of alleviating the neceflities of diftant 
brethren. Nor did their liberality flop here, 
but was reached out to thofe pious captives 
who, torn from their focial connexions, were 
condemned for their adherence to the faith, to 
labour in the imprifonment of the mines. 
This principle was in fome inftances elevated 
to the height of ardent affeition, and led to that 
difinterefted facrifice of perfonal confiderations 
which realizes the attachments of romantic 
friendfhip. Many refcued their fellow chrif- 
tians from captivity by voluntarily occupying 
their places, and others fold themfelves into 
bondage, that by the price obtained by the 
forfeiture of freedom, they might fupply the 
neceffitous with food and raiment. To the 
Pagans fuch conduit was at firft a fubjedt of 
. I 4 furprize. 
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furprize, and afterwards excited the greateft 
admiration, when the humanity of the more 
opulent chriftians was not confined to the circle 
of their own community, but extended to 
the multitude at large. Adis of fimilar muni¬ 
ficence were in fome degree familiarized to the 
minds of the Romans, by the expences la- 
viflied by the opulent and the noble on the 
fplendid exhibition of publick games, and the 
oftentatious prodigality of entertainments j but 
the chriftian liberality was diredted to far more 
beneficial and difinterefted ends. It was not 
diflipated among thofe who returned the obli¬ 
gation, by facrificing their civil rights to the 
luft of power or of ambition, but it was con¬ 
veyed to diftant lands and foreign cities, to the 
naked and the hungry, who faw not the hand 
that reached out the kind fupply, and could 
make no acknowledgment to their unknown 
benefadtors, but the ardent benedidtion of 
gratitude, and the pious facrifice of prayer. 

The farcaftick Satyrift of the philofophers, 
in a ft rain of lively but malevolent irony, en¬ 
deavours to fix the imputation of weaknefs 
and imprudence on the chriftians for their 
generous condudl. The Emperour Julian re¬ 
marking its attradlive influence on the minds 
of the people, determined to reform the religion 

of 
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of polytheifm, by ingrafting upon its obfer- 
vances the pure precepts of the chriftian law. 
He confelfed that nothing had contributed more 
to the progrefs of chriftianity, than the kind- 
nefs of the chriftians to ftrangers, the decent 
folemnity of their funeral rites, and the fanttity 
of their general condudt. It was then to vir¬ 
tues, not pretended but real, that the church 
was indebted for her enlargement; to virtues, 
which the moft acrimonious enemies of the 
faith combined unintentionally to commend, 
and by that means fupply an illuftrious con¬ 
firmation of the veracity of thofe ecclefiaftical 
writers who record and extol them. 

Whilft thefe were more particularly con- 
lpicuous, the chriftians recommended them- 
felves by their general conduct. Their firm 
attachment to the eftablilhed government, 
their facred adherence to truth and honour, 
their ftridt integrity, love of peace, and in- 
offenfivenefs, gradually difpelled the mills of 
prejudice and calumny which firft obfcured 
the profpedt of chriftianity, and brought them 
forward to the general obfervatipn of the 
worl 4 . 

It was evident then thaf the chriftians rofe 
to that elevation of character which is the 

moft 
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moft difficult to attain, and at the fame time 
the moft valuable to pofTefs. An elevation, 
not fupported by the flattery of felf-love, but 
the firmnefs of confiftency. Their pradtife 
reflected luftre on their principles, and gave 
them the moft perfuaflve recommendation. 
It was a fevere and juft reproach to the Pha- 
rifees that ** they faid, but did not.” They 
fat in the feat of Mofes, and expounded the 
moral law; but they wore the mafk of hypo- 
crify, and liftened not to the cry of the fup- 
plicating widow. The philofophers adorned 
the dictates of wifdom with the graces of 
eloquence; but they too often fullied the 
purity of their fchools with the ftains of im¬ 
morality. The Philofopher and the Pharifee 
might confefs with a blufh, that they were 
far furpaffed, and if ever a fenfe of real merit 
touched their breafts, they bowed with un- 
feigned deference to the unafluming followers 
of Chrift. 

In the chriftian character, the oppofite ex¬ 
tremes of torpid apathy and boundlefs gratifi¬ 
cation were avoided. So that the Stoic might, 
learn to relax his principles with decorum, 
and the Epicurean to find pleafure in the pur- 
fuit of Virtue. They faw that the chriftian 
directed the natural propenfities of the mind, 
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the love of pleasure, and the love of adtion, to 
their nobleft ends; for he was temperate, juft, 
benevolent and pious. Thefe are the qualities, 
which Ihed the moft foft and pleafing luftre 
over the fcenes of domeftick as well as pub- 
lick life, which refine the feelings of nature, 
and advance the happinefs of fociety, which 
adorn the father in the circle of his family, 
and dignify the ftatefman in the confultations 
of the fenate. So that fuch is the wonderful 
and intimate connexion between the true in- 
terefts of this world and the next, that the. 
lame virtues which render man ufeful and 
agreeable among his fellow creatures, are the 
beft preparatives and moft unerring guides to 
the fociety of angels. 

This imperfedt difplay of the condudt of 
the firft chriftians is not drawn from the foli- 
tary examples of individuals, or the vague af- 
fertions of rhetorical declaimers, but from cir- 
cumftantial and authentick records, from the 
apologies of the converts, when on the affertion 
of truth depended all their earthly welfare, 
from the concurrent atteftation of the eccle- 
fiaftical writers, and from the partial relations 
of their avowed enemies. A difplay of fadts 
derived from fuch various fources, may there¬ 
fore properly be regarded as the general voice. 
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of antiquity proclaiming the virtues of true 
believers to the world, and calling upon pof- 
terity for wonder, applaufe and imitation. 

Yet thefe virtues, great and illuftrious as they 
are, the Hijlorian of the Decline and Fall of the 
"Roman Empire has confined to a bigotted zeal 
and a timid repentance. Such animating fub- 
jedfcs would do honour to the talents and the 
exertions of any writer, becaufe they difplay 
the beft feelings and moil: exalted fentiments 
of human nature. Upon this occafion, the 
pencil of fidtion is not neceflary to give fhade 
and colouring to the outlines of fadt, to foften 
the frowns of tyranny, and beautify the features 
of licentioufnefs. The virtues of the primitive 
chriftians require not thofe flowers of fancy, nor 
that fplendour of eloquence which are vainly 
lavifhed on the fuperftitious folly of Julian, 
and the confummate hypocrify of Mahomet. 
They modeftly a Ik to be enrolled in the re¬ 
cords of impartial truth* that men may fee their 
good works t and glorify their Father which is in 
heaven . 

To the contemplative ftatefinan the revo¬ 
lutions of government become fubjedts of cu¬ 
rious fpeculation. He confiders them in their 
immediate and remote effedts upqn laws and 
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cuftoms, and how far they contribute to the 
aggrandifement of the fovereign, or the ex- 
tenfion of the privileges of the people. To 
the moralift, the revolutions of manners ap¬ 
pear far more interefting, as the conlideration 
of them leads to an intimate acquaintance 
with the mind j and (hows to what a degree 
the fervour of its paflions may be abated, and 
the ftubbornnefs of its prejudices may be 
bent, by new and falutary principles of aCtion. 
It points out likewife how thofe principles 
may become productive of the greateft com¬ 
fort to individuals, and the greateft happinefs 
to fociety. 

The triumph of chriftianity was completed 
during three centuries after the afcenfion of 
its divine Founder, partly by the fubverfion of 
the moft antient and moft popular fuperfti- 
tions which had been ever known to the 
world, and partly by the gradual revolutions 
which it produced in publick cuftoms and 
private manners. Its falutary influence was 
not only felt by the refined and luxurious citi¬ 
zens of the Roman Empire, but by the favage 
and warlike people of Europe and Alia, who 
fucceflively came forth in mighty armies to 
fubvert the vaft fabrick of Imperial greatnefs. 

As 
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As it was the firft glory of the gofpel to 
call forth into aCtion die moll: benevolent feel¬ 
ings of the mind, the treafures of its more 
opulent converts were not lavilhed on votive 
©brings, and bloody facrificesj but were ap¬ 
propriated to the relief of the fhip-wrecked 
mariner, thediftant exile, and the fettered cap¬ 
tive. The fongs of gratitude and the fuppli- 
cations of diftrefs were no longer wafted on 
fculptured images, but were addreffed to the 
high and lofty one who inhabiteth eternity, 
and who heareth when the righteous call. 
The dark and fraudulent oracles of the priefts 
were deferted for the predictions of infpired 
prophets, and for the lelfons of the book of 
life. The parents who formerly expofed their 
infant offspring to untimely death, or reared 
them to maturity, that they might barter 
their innocence for the wages of proftitution, 
awoke to the exquifite feelings of nature, and 
led them to the path of holinefs and virtue. 
The Have no longer dreaded the ftripes of 
his defpotick matter, for as foon as he was 
purified by the water of baptifin, he arofe to a 
Spiritual equality with him, and was entitled to 
all the benefits of a free-born citizen. The 
bloody combats of gladiators, which had long 
been the favourite fpedtacles of the polite-as 
well as of the vulgar, gave way to amufements 

more 
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mote refined, and more confiftent with hu¬ 
manity. The licentious feftival of the Saturn 
nalia was fuperleded by the commemoration 
of the birth of Chriftj and the feafts of Flora 
Were abolifiled for the obfervance of his meri¬ 
torious paflion. The prophane myfteries df 
•Ceres and Bacchus, and the horrid barba¬ 
rity of human facrifices, were fucceeded by the 
pure and fimple celebration of baptifm, and of 
the eucharift. The crofs of Calvary, which 
had been the contemptible inftrument of the 
execution of flaves, adorned the fummit of the 
churches, and Was depictured on the ftandard 
of the legions. As foon as divine honours 
•were paid to Chrift, the heathen acknow¬ 
ledged the weaknefs of his gods. He liftened 
no longer with eager credulity to the ambi¬ 
guous predictions of the Delphick prieftefs, or 
to the otacular ftreams of Daphne. Whilft 
broken arches and proftrate columns fpread 
the floor of the deferted temples, and the mu¬ 
tilated Itatues of the gods were monuments 
of the fall of polytheifm j numerous edifices 
of chriftian devotion were ereCted, and opened 
their fpacious doors to receive the multitude of 
thronging profelytes. 

The Pagan religion, although aflifted by 
various expedients, gradually'gave way to the 
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increafing influence of chriftianity. Alike in¬ 
adequate to its popularity and its reformation, 
. was the fanguinary malice of Nero again ft its 
aflailants, and the ingenious devices of Julian 
to remedy its abufes. When no longer upheld 
by the arm of the civil magiftrate, its internal 
weaknefs funk it to the ground, and the re- 
fufal of idolaters to fuffer in its defence formed 
a ftriking contraft to the illuftrious fortitude 
of the chriftian martyrs. 

The barriers of national enmity and invete¬ 
rate prejudice, which had for ages obftru&ed 
the intercourfe of mankind, were broken 
down; and the inhabitants of different coun¬ 
tries with benignant looks of efteem and cor¬ 
diality, met ardund the focial hearth, or filled 
the folemn affembly. The Jew, enlightened by 
the evangelical law, no longer viewed the Gen¬ 
tile with difdain, or refufed him the common 
offices of benevolence : nor did the converted 
Gentile any longer furvey the Jew, as the 
hater of mankind, and the advocate for an in¬ 
tolerant fuperftition. The nations who before 
the glorious advent of Chrift had been only 
diftinguifhed by their abjedt and coarfe barba¬ 
rity, rofe from the condition of rude lavages 
to a higher elevation in the fcale of reafon and 
of morals. The Egyptian idolater ceafed to 

bend 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



SERMON IV. i45 

bend at the fhrine of Serapis and Typhon, and 
to exalt the facred animals of his country to 
the rank of celedial fpirits. The myfterious 
fymbols of the facerdotal hierOglyphicks were 
Changed for the practical and intelligible pre¬ 
cepts of the gofpel. The Parthian and Per- 
lian tribes inftituted the decent rites of fepul- 
ture, abolifhed their inceftuous alliances, and 
reftrained the inordinate licence of polygamy* 
The warlike inhabitants of Scythia, of Ger¬ 
many, of Spaiil, of Pannonia and Britain for- 
fook. their gloomy fuperftition for the pure re¬ 
ligion of Chrift, and whilft its precepts fof- 
tened their ferocious fpirit, they imbibed a 
tafte for literature and for arts. Their adop¬ 
tion of chriftianity from their Roman foes 
was at once an argument of its intrinfick ex¬ 
cellence, ahd of their ardent and fihcere ve¬ 
neration for truth. They relinquilhed the fa- 
Vage profpedt of revelling after death in the 
gloomy palace of Odin, for the bright hope of 
a heavenly paradife. They no longer died the 
hlood of human victims, at the altar of their 
Ihapelefs idols, but bent a willing knee to the 
God of mercy. The Druids, who were wont 
to lead the rude inhabitants Of Germany and 
GaUl from the deep recedes of the fbrefts to 
the field of carnage and death, and infpired 
them with the delufive hope that the foul 
K would 
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would reanimate another body, were luc« 
ceeded by peaceful orders of ecclefiafticks, 
who taught their converts the real Value of 
life, and the true dodtrine of immortality. 

Thus as foon as the chriftian religion f] 3 read 
its facred light around the world, the fhades 
of fuperftition vanilhed, the manners Of man¬ 
kind were diftinguifhed by gentlenefs and hu¬ 
manity, the rigours of war were foftened, the 
infolence of conqueft was curbed, and a fblid 
and permanent foundation was laid, for a 
comprehenfive and equitable fyftem of jurif- 
prudence and a general law of nations. The 
unbounded fpirit of philanthropy, highly ex¬ 
tolled indeed by the antient philofophers and 
poets, but never before cultivated, began to 
operate upon its nobleft principle, by erta- 
blifhing the love of Man upon the love of 
God. The ftate of man in all his various 
eircumftances, connexions, and fituations was 
meliorated, the line of his duty was marked 
put with precifion, his pains were alleviated 
by the fupply of the nobleft incitements to his 
fortitude, and his bleffings were multiplied by 
new and inexhauftible fources of hope. The 
magnificent and vaft fcheme of providence 
was fully developed, by thowing to man the 
immediate relation of a prelent to* a future 
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ftate of exigence. The clouds of dark** 
neis arid doubt which hid obfcured the pro- 
fpedt of heaven wefe removed by the full af- 
Kurances of a glorioris immortality. The tri¬ 
umph of vice and the depreffion of virtue 
were- nO longer fubjedts of inexplicable diffi¬ 
culty to human reafon; but formed confiftent 
parts of that moral fcheme, the profpedt of 
which was clofed by the awful fcenes of a. 
future retribution. The chriftian religion uni¬ 
ted the whole human race by clofer ties of af- 
fedtion, as children of the fame Almighty Pa¬ 
tent, as partakers of the fame redemption and 
heirs of the fame felicity. It clearly proved 
its divine Origin by purifying the corruption, 
arid exalting the capacity of the mind; by 
fubliming its moral energies, andbyaffording 
themoft extenfive fcope, and holding out the 
moft glorious reward for the exercife of every 
Virtue; 

From the whole of this difquifitiori it ap¬ 
pears, what an important objedt the progrefs 
of chriftianity forms in the hiftory of thofe 
people over whom its light was firft diffufed, 
and how highly it deferves to be brought for¬ 
ward as the caufe of a revolution in publick 
and private manners which far furpafled the 
powers of man to aceompliffi by the exertions 
K 2 of 
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of the greateft diligence, or the moft refined 
policy. We have therefore the jufteft reafon 
to conclude that the providence of the Al¬ 
mighty was not only adtive in co-operating 
with its votaries for- its eftablilhment, but 
likewife in preparing the way for its re¬ 
ception. 

The weakncfs of all thofe caufes which we 
have reviewed as immediately conducive to 
the eftabliftiment of chriftianity, as well as a 
furvey of the events which preceded the ma- 
nifeftation of the Son of God, concur to pro¬ 
duce this convi&ion. When we recoiled! how 
much the difcipline of the primitive church 
was broken by difcord, and perplexed by he- 
refy; when we calmly confider the rage of 
Paganifm which fo frequently exercifed the 
fortitude of the martyrs •, the calumny railed 
againft the church, which as it was in fome 
degree occafioned by the excelfes of nominal 
believers, was inadequately oppofed by the apo- 
logifts ; and the diflblutenefs of manners which 
idolatry allowed fo hoftile to the primitive vir¬ 
tues j we muft necelfarily be at a lofs for fome 
other caufe, which is fully and completely ade¬ 
quate to the rapid and extenfive propagation 
of chriftianity in the two firft centuries after 
Chrift. The necefiity of having recourfe to 
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this caufe appears more evident from confider- 
ing the violence of prejudice in favour of efta- 
blifhments confirmed by habit, and endeared 
by education, the natural pride of the hu¬ 
man heart, which difdains the puerile conde- 
fcenfion of imbibing moral inftruCtion at the 
age of maturity and reflection, and more than 
all, the influence of univerfal example, which 
unites man to man by the clofefl ties, and has 
an immediate and imperceptible influence on 
every aCtion Qf life. This formidable tide of 
prepoffeffions and paflions augmented by all 
the preceding obftacles was too impetuous to 
be oppofed by human efforts alone. 

We can difcern therefore no other method 
of finding an eafy and fatisfaCtory folution to 
the difficulty, than by concluding that a long 
and magnificent feries of events were all pre- 
vioufly arranged for the introduction of chrif- 
tianity. 

For a demonftrative proof that the greateft 
empires of the world had a connexion with 
the advancement of true religion, under the 
different difpenfations of Mofes, and of Chrift, 
we may appeal to the teftimony of the antient 
predictions. Abforbed by the bright vifions 
of futurity, the prophet Ifaiah calls by name 
K 3 ou 
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on the conquerpur of Aflyria, and the reftorey 
of Ifrael, two centuries previous to his birth. 
To the eye of Daniel, the fuccqffive monar¬ 
chies of Pqrfia, of Macedon, and of Rome 
were reprefented by the mofl exaft difplay of 
emblematical imagery. The different periods 
of the Jewifh hiftory, when the Almighty 
railed up the nations as the inilruments of his 
vengeance, or of his mercy, will Ihow by 
what various modes they combined to execute 
•the divine decrees. Sometimes the daughter 
of Babylon mocked the iorrows of her cap¬ 
tives, whofe neglect of Jehovah had been the 
caufe of their chains : fomefjmes when duly 
humbled by their calamity, their conquerour 
permitted them to regain the feat of their fa¬ 
thers, and to reftore th? glories of the fallen 
temple. 

. From the ruins pf preceding dates arofe 
the ftupendous and auguft fabrick of the Ro¬ 
man Empire. Though long agitated by the 
dorms of contending fa&ipns, it furvived every 
ihock pf domeftick tumlt, and gradually ex- 
tepded its dominion oyer the moil populous, 
and warlike regions of the world. 

The natiqns of Europe, of Alia, and of 
^Africa, which at prefept compofe formidable 
. kingdoms. 
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kingdoms, were enrolled in the register of her 
tributary provinces. The privileges of the 
conquerours were generoufly extended to the 
vanquished, and. Rome became the common 
country of her fubjedts. Wherever the legions 
led the way, a free admiSfion was opened to 
arts, to laws, and to commercej and the un- 
reltrained intercourfe of various nations pro¬ 
moted a general fpirit of obedience and Subor¬ 
dination. On the advancement of Augustus 
to the imperial throne, the violence of intef- 
tine diforders was extinguished, and the va¬ 
rious parts of the empire enjoyed a degree of 
repofe unknown to former ages. The love of 
conqueft, which had for Seven fucceffive cen¬ 
turies exercifed the courage of the Romans, 
fubfided into Sudden and laSting peace; and 
the difpofition of the firSt emperours to mark 
out the boundaries of dominion and to filencfe 
the clamour of arms, produced a Strong and 
aftoniShing contrast to the fierce and ambitions 
temper of their ancestors, 

1 

In the tendency of all theie circumstances 
to fome magnificent event, we may clearly 
difcern the directing hand of the Creator of 
the univerfe. To his difpofal alone, can pro¬ 
perly be attributed that long and complex 
concatenation of affairs which led the Romans 
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by regular fteps to the Summit of dominion, 
The conflict of their paffions, the various re-, 
volutions of their government, the ingenuity of 
the wife, and the ambition of the valiant* co¬ 
operated for one tranfcendent purpofe. It vyas 
ultimately for this purpofe that the legiflators 
retnedfed the political evils which threatened 
the deftru&ion of the Roman State, and laid the 
firm foundations of general order, For this, - 
her heroes fought with unparalleled advantage, 
and victory was ever ready to lead her armies 
to triumph. For this, Scipio gloried in the 
fall of Carthage, Pompey returned with the 
Spoils of Mithridates, and Caefar bore his tri¬ 
umphant eagle from the plains of Egypt, to 
the (hores of Britain, All their great achieve¬ 
ments and all their Splendid events, the bolcj- 
nefs of their enterprizes and the frequency of 
their fuccefs, uniformly pointed to the fullnefs 
of time when the Son of God was made mani¬ 
fest, and were fo wifely regulated as to pre¬ 
pare the way for the more eafy progrefs and 
mpre ready reception of the chriftian faith. 

The AJmighty King of Kings, with the feme 
power which brought the univerfe into exis¬ 
tence, Superintends from the higheft heaven 
all the nations of the earth. He views inftan- 
taneoufly the moll aftoniihing effeds in their 
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jremoteft caufes, and the long feries of fublu- 
nary events, which to the human eye are diftant 
gnd indiftindt, appear but one objedt to the ra¬ 
pid glance of his Omnifcience, At his com- 
jnand, the rife and fall of the mighty empires, 
whofe hiftory comprehends the moft important 
tranfadtions of mankind, were fuccefiively dis¬ 
played upon the great theatre of the world. 
To complete his ftupendous and beneficent de¬ 
signs a new empire was formed, and the govern- 
inent was given to his beloved and adorable Son. 
Defcending from the bofom of the Father, and 
veiling his majefty in a human form, he gra- 
ciouflycondefcended to lay the everlalling foun¬ 
dations of his kingdom, and diredted his fol¬ 
lowers to eredl the vaft and fublime fuper- 
ftrudture, Animated by his grace, and diredted 
by his example, his ambafladours proclaimed 
the glad tidings of immortality, his firfl: follow¬ 
ers profefled with boldnefs the facred truths of 
revelation, and his martyrs bled with exultation 
in its defence. Holinefs, Peace, Charity, and 
Hope are the fruits of his laws, and all the faith¬ 
ful in the wide circle of the globe are his fer- 
vants andfubjedts. When worldly grandeur fhall 
have palled away, like the vilions of the night, 
this Spiritual empire fhall unite the regiops of 
paradife to her dominion, and flourilh with en- 
creafing glory throughout the ages of eternity. 
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Who among the people can declare this, and 
Jhem us former things ? Let them bring forth 
their •witneJJ'es, that they may be juflified: qr 
fet them he$r and fay, It is truth, 

I F the productions of literature be eftipiated 
by their utility, the moft elevated place 
among writers ought to be afllgn?d to the 
* hiftorian, Although the feverity of truth 
marks out for him a more regular line of con¬ 
duit than the poet, or the orator is required 
to purfue j yet his obligation to follow her 
immediate dictates is made eafy, and oven de- 
- lightful, by proper reflections on thd dignity 
pf his labours, and the animating anticipation 
of the reward which will fucceed them. It is 
his peculiar and important province to invefli- 
gate the latent principles of conduct, and 
f purfue 
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purfue them to their remoteft confequeneea $ 
to delineate the diverfified picture of adtions 
and characters, and difplay the revolutions of 
government, and the fat? of empires. If his 
fubjedt be judicioully chofen, and his produc¬ 
tions be ftamped with the marks of genius 
and fidelity, fucceffive gen e ratio ns will cele¬ 
brate his name as the benefadtor of mankind, 
for giving them an imaginary exiftence in paft 
ages, for introducing them to the knowledge 
of departed excellence, and fpr enabling them 
to profit by the condudt of their predeceffors. 
His praife will be the constant theme of their 
gratitude, whilft they fhun the vices, and imi¬ 
tate the virtues, which his works have eon- 
figned to immortality, 

This approbation, however, ought to he 
withheld, in proportion as an author is dif- 
covered to entertain fceptical notions, and to' 
difieminate them with caution and fubtlety. 
Any endeavour to loofen the ties of religious 
duty, is an affront to the pious principles of 
education implanted in every cultivated mind; 
and an adt of hoftility againft the general in- 
terefts of fociety. If it has always been ef- 
fential to hiftorical decorum, for a writer to 
fupport the charadter of the friend to virtue 
and morality, how. flagrant a violation of it, 
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muft the attempt of any one be, who under¬ 
mines the credibility of that Revelation, which 
is their beft and firmeft fupport ? 

Such a defign may not unfairly be imputed 
to the Hijiorian of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire. His difinclination to conform 
to the religious opinions generally received, is 
fufficiently evident j for who has difcovered 
from the mo ft careful perufal of his works 
that he is an advocate for any particular efta- 
blifhment, or even that he is convinced by 
the evidences of chriftianity in general ? The 
want of fuch a difcovery can only add to our 
regret, that the fplendid powers of an en¬ 
lightened mind, fhould be made fubfervient 
to fentiments, the confutation of which has fo 
repeatedly added to the triumphs of learning 
and theology. Although his endeavour' to 
communicate them to the world, by com¬ 
bining them with the hiftory of a moll re¬ 
nowned people, may add to their general no¬ 
toriety, it can produce no commendation from 
thofe who look upon infidelity with furprize, 
and upon artifice with averfion. 

In the mode by which an eminent Philofo- 
pher of the North divulged his fceptical opi¬ 
nions, there was a boldnefs which was re r 
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fpeCtable arid manly, and which at leaft iti Jt 
titled him to the praife of plain dealing and 
candour. He attacked chrifiianity in works 
evidently written for the purpofe ; but when 
lie came forward as art hiftorian, he fufpended 
his endeavours to invalidate the proofs of re¬ 
velation j and if a conjecture may be Indulged 
from a confideration of his arguments at large, 
his mind appears to have been influenced by a 
bias favourable to religious efiablifhments and 
ceremonies. The Hijlorian of the Roman Em¬ 
pire purfues a defign, which, as it is executed 
by the molt ingenious ftratagems, is infinitely 
more dangerous. His fcepticifm is fometimes 
infinuated in the language of diffident hefita- 
tion, and is frequently fo diftant and fubtle, 
as to elude the force of immediate detection. 
The reader feels unfavourable impreflions 
made Upon his mind, which he fcruples to 
impute to the writer, until repeated in fiances 
make it evident that it was his deliberate 
defign to difparage our holy religion, and 
weaken the credit of its advocates. On no 
occafion therefore, was it ever more neceflary, 
to route the vigilance, and alarm the ap- 
prehenfions of all who are charmed by a 
matchlefs brilliancy of ftyle, and attracted by 
the recital of the moft important events which 
^ave occurred in the hiftory of mankind* Let 

them 
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them beware leaf Any. man jpoil them by phtlo- 
Jophy and, vain deceit, by the rudiments of this 
world , and not after Chrijl i 

The neceflity of fuch caution, and the pet 1 - 
riicious tendency of fuch principles, will be 
fully evident from confidefing how clofely 
fcepticifm may be connected with a difregard 
and even a perverfion of truth. Every hifto- 
rian profeffes to hold the feales of juftice with 
an equal hand; but he*will at once, if the 
weight of prejudice be differed to preponde¬ 
rate, alarm the fufpicions of his readers, and 
forfeits their confidence. For fuch a defertion 
of his duty, no other qualification is an ade¬ 
quate apology. The brilliancy of his imagi¬ 
nation, and the acutenefs of his judgment, the, 
llrength of his reafon, and the extent of his 
learning, rather aggravate, than diminifh the 
fault. His grand and primary objedt is to 
convey inftrudtion through the medium of 
narrative, and this purpofe can never be an- 
fwered by partial reprefentations of condudt, 
and mutilated fketches of character. Artifices 
of this kind transform the venerable portraits 
of hiftory into the airy phantoms of romancei 
and are productive of an injury both to the 
dead and to the living. The former are de¬ 
graded from their proper places in the temple 

of 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



t6o SERMON V, 

of fame, arid may be ftigmatized with cerk 
fure, when their condudt, if exhibited in its 
true light, would entitle them to praife. The 
latter, may be taught falfe opinions of man¬ 
kind, and may be led to form principles of* 
conduct fubverfive of their happinefs and pre¬ 
judicial to fociety* As fuch confequences are 
likely to enfue from mifreprefentation, in what 
efteem is that hiftorian to be held, who poi- 
lons the fountains of antiquity, and recom¬ 
mends them as pure*and uncorrupted to the 
World ? 

That Gravity is eflentlal to the character of 
an hiftorian, is a principle that few will be 
hardy enough to deny. The Ample and ma- 
jeftic grandeur of narrative condefcends not to 
form an aflbciation with unbecoming levity* 
But if the general events of paft ages require 
' to be recorded in a manner totally free from 
this unfuitable mixture, it muft furely be 
much more decorous for a writer to preferve 
the moft ftridt ferioufnefs of character, when 
the fuccefs of a divine revelation, which has 
the moft intimate connexion with the beft 
interefts of mankind, and the mode in which 
its moft upright and moft fincere advocates 
have endeavoured to promote its glory, and 
diftufe its benefits, form a part of his dilqui-* 

fitionsV 
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fitions. Let us imagine for a moment the di¬ 
vine origin of chriftianity, and its infinite im¬ 
portance with refpeCt to the deareft interefts 
of mankind to be out of the queftion, and let 
us place it only on a level with other fubjeCts. 
If in the difcuffion of the principles of fci- 
ence, in the developement of the intellectual 
powers, in commenting on the maxims of le- 
giflatkm, Or the rules of ethics, if in exami¬ 
ning the characters of Newton, of Locke, of 
Montefquieu or of Bacon, a writer fhould 
indulge the fallies of humour, io far as to 
feoff at what he could not confute, cavil at 
what he muff know to be true, and ridicule 
thole whom he ought to reverence j would he 
not provoke the indignation of the judicious, 
and incur the cenfure of the difpaffionate ; and 
would not they determine that he miftook 
irony few argument, that his judgment was a 
Have to the petulance of his wit, and that his 
conduCl was an infult to propriety, candour 
and truth ? 

How far die Hiftorian of the Decline and 
IP all of the "Roman Empire is liable to this im¬ 
putation, will appear to every one who perufes 
the fifteenth and fixteenth chapters of his 
work, and compares them with the original 
materials from which they are affirmed to 

L have 
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have been compiled. He has deviated from 
his principal fubjedt to defcribe the progrefs 
and eftablifhment of chriftianity, and to re- 
prefent the adtions and charadters of its earlieft 
profeffors. The chain of thofe events which 
took place in the reign of Conftantine is vio¬ 
lently broken, to introduce a long and elabo¬ 
rate digreffion, at the fame time that the 
fcantinefs or fufpicious nature of the ecclefiaf- 
tical records, of which he complains, would 
have furnifhed him with a convenient apology 
for filence upon the fubjedt; but that filence, 
which he affirms to be inconfifrent with re¬ 
ligious zeal, is much more inconfifrent with 
infidelity. In the chapters before mentioned 
we obferve with concern that chriftianity is 
vilified in the perfons of its primitive profef¬ 
fors. Their real or imaginary failings are 
aggravated, and at the fame time that no pal¬ 
liation whatever is afforded to their errours, 
every art which ingenuity can invent is em¬ 
ployed to fcrcen the inhumanity of their ene¬ 
mies. So that on many occafions, if a juft and 
impartial eftimate be made of the firft chrif- 
tians, the fentiments of the hiftorian will be 
decidedly oppofed by the fentiments of his 
readers ; the virtue which he has degraded 
will be raifed to diftindtion, and the indiredt 
or pofitive cenfure which he has expreffed, 

will 
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will be rejected with contempt, or exchanged 
for general and ardent panegyrick. 

To fhew how far the monuments of eccle- 
liaflical hiflory can juflify fuch a difference of 
opinion, has been the attempt made in the pre-. 
ceding lectures. In order to render them more 
complete, it may be proper to review fome paf- 
fages of the fifteenth and fixteenth chapters of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Such 
a difcuflion will prove the weaknefs of certain 
opinions, reprefented as conducive to the pro¬ 
pagation of chriflianity j alleviate the Fathers 
from a charge of exceflive credulity and un- 
charitablenefs ; and place the cruel proceedings 
of their perfecutors in a proper light. 

Among the various inflances of mifrepre- 
fentation with which this particular part of 
the Hiflory of the Decline and Fall abounds, 
there are Five which immediately force them- 
felves on our notice; we will confider them 
in the order in which they occur, and con¬ 
clude this Lecture with fome general ob- 
fervations. 

The Firft confifls in affigning a vifionary 
caufe for the propagation of chriflianity. 
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The hiftorian afierts, that the “ aflurance 
“ of a millenium was carefully inculcated by a 
" fucceffion of Fathers, from Juflin Martyr and 
“ Irenaeus, down to LaCtantius, who was pre- 
** ceptor to the fon of Conftantine. Though 
** it might not be univerfally received, it ap- 
** pears to have been the reigning fentiment of 
“ the orthodox believers, and it feems fo well 
“ adapted to the defires and the apprehenfions 
** of mankind, that it muft have contributed 
“ in a very confiderable degree, to the progrefii 
** of the chrifiian faith.” 


That this perfuafion fhould haften the pro- 
grels of the chrifiian faith, is an hypothefis 
which it is as difficult to fupport, by the fuf- 
frage of antiquity, as to reconcile to the con¬ 
ceptions of reafon. For the belief of the mil¬ 
lenium was an expectation grounded on the 
preconceived ideas and faith of a chrillian. 
A competent knowledge of the feriptures, a 
peculiar interpretation of the predictions, both 
of the prophets, and of our Saviour, and an 
implicit reliance on the miftaken fenfe in 
which they were underltood by fome believers, 
were previous and neceflary Heps to the re¬ 
ception of this opinion. It was therefore an, 
objedt of hope derived through a 'feries of pre¬ 
paratory circum fiances, from particular tenets, 

and 
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and confequently could Kaye no foundation 
whatever, until thofe tenets were embraced. 

When the principle is laid down as a caufe 
for the propagation of chriflianity, we natu¬ 
rally require fomething more fubflantial than 
mere conjedture, to prove the certainty of it? 
existence. But can the hiflorjan appeal to 
fedts to efiablifh the truth of his poiition i 
Where has he obtained, among the remains 
of primitive antiquity, any poiitiye informa¬ 
tion that the dodtrine of the millenium was 
held out as an allurement for the Gentiles tp 
become converts to the church f We may 
conclude, that the effedts of fuch a dodtrine 
would have been far different from thofe which 
he imputed to it, upon very ilrong and veiy 
refpedfcable evidence. 

For the learned Origen thought that the 
opinions entertained by fome, refpedting the 
millenium» were too grofs and fenfual to form 
a part of the chriftian fyftem, and that even 
the Pagan conceptions of a date of felicity 
were more refined and fpiritual. So far is he 
from affording any fupport to the conjedture 
pf the hjflorian, as to remark on the contrary, 
that if the heathens und^r flood that fuch a 
tenet was countenanced in the church, the 
h 3 report 
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report of it would fix the imputation of weak- 
nefs on chriftianity, and ftain the purity of its 
fublime dodrines. 

To fay that a fucceflion of Fathers incul¬ 
cated this opinion, from Juftin Martyr to Lac- 
tantius, is an aflertion which may be contro¬ 
verted without danger of incurring, the cenfure 
of petulant cavil, or precipitate contradiction. 
- That many of them maintained it, will readily 
be granted; that all inculcated it, will as rea¬ 
dily be denied. Tatian wrote a learned treatifa 
againft the Gentiles j Athenagoras, the philo¬ 
sopher, prefented an elaborate apology to the 
Emperour Marcus Antoninus, and wrote a 
differtation on the refurredion. Theophilus, 
Bifhop of Antioch, jnfcribed three argumenta¬ 
tive difquifitions to his noble friend Autolycus. 
All thefe, with the copious works of Clemens 
Alexandrinus and of Cyprian; were written 
within the interval mentioned. Their authors 
difcufs the received dodrines of the church, 
and particularly the opinion relative to a fu¬ 
ture ftate j yet in what paffage is the flighteft 
intimation given of the belief of the mille- 
nium, or even of the exiftence of fuch a tenet, 
where is the flighteft mention made ? Al¬ 
though the hiftorian, with a degree of pru¬ 
dence which does credit to his corredions, 
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has qualified his vague aflertions in the laft 
edition of his work, and thus eluded the force 
of a pofitive denial of his ftatement ; yet after 
all, his prefent text has but feeble pretenfions 
to the praife of perfect accuracy, or manly de- 
cifion of fentiment. 

For if it can be proved that the fentiments 
of the chriftians were equally divided upon 
the fubjedt of the millenium, the fentiment 
in queftion was not the reigning fentiment. 
That this equality was highly probable, will 
appear from the particular relations of Juft in 
Martyr and Irenaeus, and from the general 
accounts of other writers, 

* 

Juftin Martyr, in his dialogue with Trypho 
the Jew, draws his arguments to prove the 
divine million of our Lord, from the old tef- 
tament. In allufion to the former part of 
their conVerfation, Trypho afks him, whether ' 
he had been induced to bring his proofs ffofti 
the prophets in favour of the millenium, in 
confluence of his ferious convidtion of the 
approach of that extraordinary period, or 
merely to fhew his dexterity in accommoda¬ 
ting the prophetical defcriptions to any fubjedt 
of difcuflion, which his fondnefs for argument, 
induced him tQ advance. “ You cannot,” 
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replies * Juftin, “ fuppofe me capable of e*n 
** prefling opinions which I do not fincerely 
** maintain; I have on a former occafion in-; 
** genuoufly acknowledged to you, that my- 
** felf and many others, think that the mille-r 

nium will certainly take place. I have like- 
“ wife informed you, that there are many 
“ chriftians diftinguifhed by the purity of 
** their fentiments, who embrace no fuch opi- 
“ nion.” As Juftin Martyr was hknfelf a zea¬ 
lous advocate for this opinion, it may fairly he 
concluded that he ftated the number of thole 
who countenanced him in it, ip a$ favourable 
a manner as the accuracy of truth would al¬ 
low. It appears, notwithftanding, from the 
paflage above cited, that thofe who rejected 
this opinion, were as numerous as thofe who 
maintained it. This makes an important al¬ 
teration refpedting the chriftians of that age, 
half of whom at leaft, ftand thus far acquitte4 
of the charge. 

In oppofition to Irenaeus and the millena- 
rians of his age, may be placed many of their 
contemporaries, whom Irenaeus himfelf re¬ 
peatedly affirms to have confidered the paf- 
fages of fcripture, which feem to favour this 
dodtrine, as figurative and allegorical. His re- 
prefentation of their fentiments coincides with 

that 
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that of Juftin Martyr, and affords fufficien,* 
jreafpn to conclude, that the opponents of the 
opinion wer« as numerous as in the preceding 
times. 

Without the regular citation of other paf- 
fages, it may fairly be collected from thole 
writers who deduce the belief of the mil- 
Jenium from its origin, particularly Eufe- 
bius, Epiphanius, and Jerom, that they con¬ 
ceived it to have been limited to certain Fa¬ 
thers of different ages, becaufe they never fe- 
prefent ft as the predominant tenet of the 
church af large. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it appears, that 
the hiftorian had no fufficient grounds for at¬ 
tributing any efficacy to this opinion in the 
converlion of mankind, and that the fuppofi- 
tion of its prevalence even in the church to 
the extent which he deferibes, is deftitute of 
fupport from ecclefiaftical hiffory. 

The Second inftance of mifreprefentation 
cpnfirffs in an attempt to invalidate the truth 
of prophecy. 

** In the primitive chujrch it was univerfally 
“ believed, that the end pf the world and the 

“ kingdom 
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** kingdom of heaven were at hand. The near 
“ approach of this wonderful event had been 
“ predicted by the apodles j and the tradition 
** of it was preferved by their earlieft -difci- 
f ‘ pies, and thofe who underftood in their li- 
teral fenfe the difcourfes of iChrift himfelf, 
“ were obliged to exped the fecond and glo- 
“ rious coming of the Son of Man in the 
“ clouds, before that generation was totally 
“ extinguiffied, which had beheld Jxis humble 
condition upon earth,” 

Here the hiftorian evidently betrays an in-, 
clination to excite doubts relative to that mdft 
awful predidion of our Saviour, circumftan- 
tially recorded by all .the evangelifts, which in 
the opinion of the mod learned expofitors, 
has a double allufion to the deftrudion of Je- 
rufalem, and the confummation of all things. 
He infinuates, that it was not fulfilled in the 
latter fenfe, when the accomplifhment of it 
was the fubjed of general expedation among 
the primitive chriftians. But what defcription 
of them interpreted the difcourfes of Chrift in 
the literal fenfe he intimates, it is as vain for ua 
to conjedure, as difficult for him. to declare. 

“ It was univerfally believed that the end 
“ of the world and the kingdom pf heaven 

“ were 
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“ were at hand.” This aflertion is as deftitute 
of proof, as his affirmation “ that the near 
** approach of this wonderful’ event had been 
** predicted by the apdftles.” We are fully 
aware that fome indefinite expreffions of St. 
Peter may be wrefted into an allufion to it j 
but that it was not his defign to foretel the 
immediate end of the world is evident from 
his preparing the minds of the converts for a 
fieries of approaching trials which were to 
prove their faith during the eftablifhment of 
chriftianity. When therefore St. Peter affirms, 
that the end of all things is at handy he cer¬ 
tainly fpeaks only of the fulfilment of thofe 
events which carried with them a full ratifi¬ 
cation of the truth of chriftianity, and accor¬ 
dingly, in every fucceeding age of the church, 
thefe words have been applied to the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem, and the fubverfion of the 
Jewifh Empire. That the apoftles concluded 
the end of the world to be far diftant from 
their own times, is moreover clear from the 
exprefs declarations of -St. Paul. For as a 
proof that fome peculiar expreffions in his 
firft epiftle to the Theflalonians were not to 
be ftriftly interpreted, as if himfelf and his 
•contemporaries were to live until the fecon$ 
coming of their Lord and Mafter, he fpeaks 
pn another occafion of his approaching death, 
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and the future corruptions of the church. He 
laboured that he might attain unto the refur- 
redlion of the dead, and allured the Corinthians 
that God fall raife up us alfo by fefus, and 
fall prefent us with you. He explicitly be- 
feeches the converts not to be foon Jhaken in 
mind , or to be troubled, neither by fpirit nor 
by word, nor by letter, as from us, as that the 
day of the Lord is at hand, 

To lay that the tradition of the approaching 
end of the world was preferved by the earlieft 
difciples of the apoftles, is a hafty and grounds 
lefs aflumption. Of their earlieft difciples the 
moft eminent were Clemens Romanus, Igna¬ 
tius, Polycarp, and Irenaeus, who in no part 
of their works which remain, mention their 
expectation of this event, as if at that time 
about to happen. Irenaeus indeed, held an 
opinion which feems to give fome colour to 
thefe mifreprefentations ; for he maintained that 
the Meffiah would begin his reign upon earth 
when the world was fix thouland years old. 
The hiftorian endeavours tq make the fup- 
pofed general expectation of the accomplilh- 
ment of the prophecy in queftion coincide 
with the clofe of this period. Unfortunately, 
however, for the objeCt he had in view, his 
computation ‘of tune is as erroneous, as his 

arguments 
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arguments are inconclufive. He maintains that 
the primitive church of Antioch reckoned al- 
moft fix thoufand years from the creation to 
the birth of Chrift. This number, for which 
no authority is produced, is moft probably 
that of Theophilus Bifhop of Antioch, which, 
according to the moR exaft ftatement, is found 
to be very little more than five thoufand five 
hundred. Thus the hiftorian, not content with 
the calculation of the Septuagint, which fo 
far exceeds the Era of the creation commonly 
adopted, has added to one of the longeft ac¬ 
counts at that time received, very nearly five 
hundred years. 

If the hiftorian had confulted the works of 
fome of thole writers whofe names decorate 
his note upon the paflage in queftion, he 
would have found fufficient reafon to corredt 
his miftatement, and to have exprefled more 
precifely the computations of chronology. 
Ladtantius exprefsly aflerts that fix thoufand 
years from the creation of the world were not 
completed in his time. He flourifhed in the 
reign of Conftantine the Great, at the diftance 
of two centuries from the fucceflors of the 
apoftles. The infinuation, therefore, of the 
hiftorian refpedting the prophecy, is untrue; 
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and his attack upon the credulity of the early 
chriftians is weak, and eafy -to be repelled. 

The prediction of our Lord and his apoftles 
reft upon the ftrongeft foundation, even the 
truths of the Almighty himfelf. They did 
not foretel that the world would end before^ 
the death of the generation to which Chrift 
appeared, becaufe, otherwife, that event would 
afluredly have been accomplifhed. They pre¬ 
dicted, however, among other inftances of the 
depravity of future ages, the vain enquiries of 
mifguided fcepticks, and the event has fully 
confirmed their veracity. Be mindful , faith 
St. Peter, that in the lajl day Jhall come 
fcoffers , walking after their own lufs , and 
faying, where is the promife of his coming ? 
For fince the Fathers fell afeep all things con¬ 
tinue as from the beginning , 

Let it abate the infolence of the fuperci- 
lious caviller to reflect on the wife and won¬ 
derful difpenfations of providence refpeCting 
the eftablifhment of the gofpel. Even his 
own efforts to depretiate its truth are included 
in the fcheme of the evangelical predictions, 
and furnifh of themfelves clear arguments for 
its divine origin. 

2 The 
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The Third inftance of mifreprefentation con- 
fifts in an unwarrantable charge of uncharita- 
blenefs againft the primitive chriftians. 

The hiftorian remarks that ** the condem- 
** nation of the wifeft and moil virtuous of 
“ the Pagans, on account of their ignorance 
** or.difbelief of the divine truth, feems to of- 
“ fend the reafon and the humanity of the 
“ prefent age. But the primitive church, 
** whofe- faith was of a much firmer confif- 
** tence, /delivered over without hefitation, to 
<t eternal torture, the far greater part of the 
** human Fpecies.” 

• , . 

The primitive church will be found on a 
fair and clofe examination, to be more con¬ 
formable in point of humanity, with the pre¬ 
fent age, than the hiftorian reprefents. Ter- 
tullian is the only father of the church on 
whofe authority the above aflertion is founded. 
It muft undoubtedly be cenfured therefore as 
an impropriety in thp hiftorian to reft an ar¬ 
gument upon a fingle authority, and to aggra¬ 
vate the defcription of a warm and precipitate 
writer, at the fame time that the fathers who 
exprefs more calm and more benevolent fenti- 
ments are pafied over in filence. Is it not in 
the higheft degree contrary to the principles 
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of historical juftice to reprefent the language 
of an individual as a tenet of the -whole 
church ? Is it candid in him to place the in- 
ve&ives of that individual in fuch a light as to 
make him appear to pronounce condemnation 
on the Pagan world at large, when his efFu- 
fions were principally directed againft falie 
philofophers, againft corrupters of morals, and 
perfecutors of the faith ? He profeffed indeed 
that he drew a veil over a part of the defcrip- 
tion which Tertullian gave of their future 
tortures; but at the fame time he fully ex¬ 
hibits, and artfully heightens every circum- 
ftance of it, that can excite the averfion, and 
provoke the indignation of his readers. 

In order to afcertain the more liberal fenti- 
ments of the Fathers, it is to be obferved, that 
Juftin Martyr not only entertained a hope, that 
Socrates, and thofe who rcfembled him in vir¬ 
tue, would efcape the divine difpleafure in an¬ 
other life ; but with a peculiar allufion to the 
general .benefits imparted by the divine Logos, 
dignified them with the appellation of chrif- 
tians. With refpedt to the deftination of the 
Pagans in general, in another life, it wa9 the 
opinion of Hermas, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Origen, and many others, that Chrift and 
his apoftles preached to their departed fouls 

in 
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in the regions of the dead, and that all thofe 
who were converted, were without diftindtion 
made partakers of the benefits of the pafiion. 
Whatever may be the propriety of their inter- * 
pretation of a myfterious pafiage in the firft 
epiflle of St. Peter, upon which this belief 
was founded, at leaft it fhewed their readinefs 
to frame fuch an hypothefis, as might impart 
to the heathen world, the falutary truths of 
the gofpel. The fair evidence of antiquity is 
therefore repugnant to the reprefentation of 
the hiftorian, and the benign fentiments of 
the early chriftians refpedting the Pagans who 
preceded them, are proved to be correlpondent 
with their withes and prayers for their uncon¬ 
verted contemporaries. 

The excellence and the expediency of the 
evangelical virtues may be inferred even from 
the contemplation of thofe #ninds which adl 
not under their influence j for this fevere charge, 
which is founded on no fufficient authority, 
and can be proved by no fair argument, would 
not have been made by the writer, had he 
been guided by that fpirit of charity, which 
he vainly endeavours to detradl from the pri¬ 
mitive church. 


M The 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



178 SERMON V. 

The Fourth inftajice of mifreprefentatiofl 
confifts in drawing wrong conclufions from 
fads. 

The hiftorian alferts that “ the Romans in 
“ the conviction of any of their fubje&s, who 
“ were accufed of fo very fingular a crime as 
“ that of chriftianity, proceeded with caution 

and reludance.” 

To eftablilh this aflertion, inferences are 
drawn from the celebrated letter of Pliny to 
the Emperour Trajan. From thence, the hif¬ 
torian obferves, “ we may allure ourfelves that 
“ when Pliny accepted the government of 
“ Bythinia there were no general laws or de- 
** crees againft the chriftians.” 

Whoever reads this letter with attention 
will be more inclined to draw a different infe¬ 
rence. Pliny informs the Emperour that he 
had never been prefent at any judicial exami¬ 
nations of chriftians. This manifeftly implies 
that they had already been brought before 
magiftrates, and if brought before magiftrates, 
they muft have been apprehended on fufpicion 
of infringing fome Handing law of the empire. 
Pliny does not confult the Emperour whether 
2 the 
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the chriftians were deferving of legal feverity, 
and therefore were the proper objedts of a 
penal decree ; for on this fubjedt he was fuf- 
ficiently decided by exprefsly declaring that 
their obftinacy deferved to be punifhed. His 
reafon for confulting the Emperour feems to 
have been this: He was folicitous to know 
whether fome gradations of punifhment fhould 
not be adopted, and a line of diftindtion be 
drawn between the young and the old, the 
recent and the early converts. His ignorance 
proves nothing contradidtory to the exiftence 
of laws againft the chriftians. He only fpeaks 
from his own inexperience, and fufficiently in¬ 
timates that he wanted not the eftabliftiment 
of a new law, but the modification of an old 
one, in order that it might more particularly 
apply to various cafes. 

That this was the objedt of his enquiry will 
appear in a ftronger light from weighing the 
circumftances of the affair in connedtion with 
the teftimony of other writers. Is it probable 
that a Roman Proconful inverted with the 
command of an extenfive province, and oc¬ 
cupied by the adminiftration of its weighty 
and numerous affairs, would have wafted his 
time in ljftening to accufations againft its in¬ 
habitants for holding certain fingular opinions, 
M 2 which 
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which in, no degree affedted the tranquility of 
the Rate, if the infringement of fome law had 
not called for his attention ? Is it probable that 
he would have doomed any of its inhabitants 
to death on the depofition of officious inform¬ 
ers, if a law had not juftified his deci- 
fions ? Had not fuch been the cafe, he would 
have followed the example of the impartial 
Gallio, and have driven both the accufers, 
and the accufed, with impatience from his tri¬ 
bunal. Such: conduct would have been far 
more confident with the general character of 
Pliny, than to have been led upon inefficient 
grounds into the moil wanton and unautho¬ 
rized exereife of his power. 

Notwithffanding the Senate had repealed 
the bloody edidts of Nero and Domitian again ft 
the chriftians, yet Trajan at the beginning of 
his reign, from a defire to fecure the rites of 
Paganifm from innovation, enadted that all 
the fubjedts of the empire, fhould either offer 
facrifice, or firffer death. 

The authority of the adts of Ignatius, which 
contain this remarkable fadt, is confirmed by. 
the proceedings carried on during the fame 
reign againft Symeon the aged Bifhop of Je- 
rufalem. He was feized by the multitude, 

and 
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and brought before the Proconful of Judea, 
who deliberately condemned him to be cruci¬ 
fied. If the multitude could not have obtained 
the objedt of their indignation under a legal 
fandtion, they would not have brought the 
venerable martyr before the magiftrate; and if 
the magiftrate had not adted under the in¬ 
fluence of the Jaw, he would not have con¬ 
demned him to an ignominious and cruel 
death. 

With how much precipitation Pliny-pro¬ 
ceeded again lb thofe unhappy chriftians who 
were brought before him, appears from his 
own cireumftantial account. He informs us 
that he ordered thofe who perfevered in their 
confeflion of the chriftian name, to be led 
out to fuffer death, and that he put two wo¬ 
men to the torture to extort a confeflion of 
fufpedted guilt. The praife of reludtance and 
caution, fo profufely bellowed upon him by 
the hillorian, would have been more confiftent 
with truth as well as humanity, if Pliny had 
folicited the determination of the Emperour, 
before he adopted fuch ’rigorous meafures. 
His conduit can only be accounted for by 
fuppofing he was actuated' by a fenfe of duty 
to enforce the exifting laws. If however it 
Should be granted to the hillorian, that Pliny 
M 3 was 
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was left entirely to his own difcretion, and 
adted not in conformity with any exifting law, 
what treatment mull the chrillians have ex¬ 
perienced from magiftrates of cruel and in¬ 
flexible difpofitions, if fuch were the proceed¬ 
ings of one, who was on all other occalions 
eminently humane and benevolent ? 

This quellion may be bell refolved by 
making fome remarks on a fubfequent aflfer- 
tion of the hillorian, viz. “ That the Romans 
** were moderate in the ufe of punilhments 
** inflidled on the chrillians.” 

In the conllitution of laws, there ought al¬ 
ways to be fome proportion obferved between 
the crime and the punilhment. But the Ro¬ 
mans, when adting as legiflators againll the 
chrillians, betrayed the moll flagrant defertion 
of every principle of equity. A member of 
the church was condemned for holding lingu¬ 
lar opinions, before it was difcovered whether 
they would lead him either to the com million 
of crimes, or to the violation of the publick 
pe„ce. He was doomed to fuch inflidtions as 
were barely julliflable for the moll atrocious 
enormities. Forfeiture of property, imprifon- 
ment, exile to folitary illands, condemnation 
to the mines, were the moll lenient fentences 

pronounced 
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pronounced againft the innocent fufferers. On 
other occafions, their fortitude was brought 
to a feverer trial by the mutilation of limbs, 
or a death aggravated by the barbarity of in- 
fult, and iharpened by the ingenuity of tor¬ 
ture. To refer to no other proofs, the epiftle 
of the churches of Lyons and Vienne, will 
furnifh as many inftances of refined cruelty, 
as of invincible patience. If this be modera¬ 
tion, what is feverity? If this be mildnefs, 
what is rigour ? If the inference of the his¬ 
torian be confirmed by fuch indifputable fads, 
our opinions of the moft atrocious characters 
muil undergo a complete revolution; Nero 
will be eileemed a philanthropic, Domitian 
the father of his people, and Dcoins the pro¬ 
tector of chriftianity. 

The Fifth instance of mifreprefentation 
confiits in feleCting palfages manifeftly incOn- 
clufive, and fuppreffing others of the fame 
writers more decifive and equally connected 
with the fubjeCt. 

The hiftorian remarks that “ the learned 
“ Origen, who from his experience as well as 
“ reacting was intimately acquainted with the 
“ hiftory of the chriilians, declares in the 

moil exprefs terms, that the number of 
M 4 “ martyrs 
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** martyrs was very inconfiderable. His au-» 
“ thority would be alone fufficient to annihi- 
“ late that formidable army of martyrs, whole 
“ relicks, drawn for the moft part from the 
** catacombs of Rome, have replenifhecL fo 
** many churches, and whole marvellous 
“ achievements have been the fubje<ft of fo 
** many volumes of holy romance. But the 
“ general alfertion of Origen may be explained 
“ and confirmed by the particular teftimony 
“ of his friend Dionyfius, who in the immenle 
“ city of Alexandria, and under the rigorous 
“ perfecution of Decius, reckons only ten men 
** and feven women who fuffered for the pro- 
“ feflion of the chriftian name.” 

How far the hiftorian is juftifiable in dimit 
mihing the number of martyrs upon the au¬ 
thority of the writers he has here mentioned, 
will appear from the following confiderations. 
Ip the treatife of Origen againft Celfus, Celfus 
objected that chriftianity had arifen to diftinc- 
tion in the world by fupporting a fpirit of fe- 
dition, againft the eftablifhed government of 
the empire. Origen disproves the aftertion by 
alluring him, that the chriftians, in no attack 
made . by their enemies, had ever reforted to 
arms, but on the contrary, had yielded with 
the greateft fubmiflion to the moft rigorous 
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execution of the laws. It had, however, he 
obferves, pleafed the divine goodnefs, that 
few, and fuch as qould ealily be enumerated, 
had at different t|mes been cut off, in order to 
prevent the extermination of ohrfftianity. It 
is obvious to remark on this paffaga, that the 
expreffions denoting a fmall number of mar¬ 
tyrs, are to be underftood with reference to 
the whole community of chriftians at large. 
Although the difproportion fubfifting between 
them might be very confiderable, as chriftians 
at that time abounded in every province of 
the Roman Empire, yet the quan tity of mar¬ 
tyrs might neverthelefs be in itfelf very great. 
That Ofigen himfelf embraced fuch an opinion 
is clear from other paffages. He fays that every 
city and every order of men was hoftile to the 
chriftian name. Again, fpeaking of the condudt 
of the Pagans of his own age, he obferves tliat 
many who are well convinced that the profeffion 
of chriftianity will be productive of the moft 
fatal confequences, and that a renunciation of 
it will enfure their fecurity, have Ihewn their 
contempt of the world, by enduring with pa¬ 
tience the lofs of life. In his commentary on 
the epiftle to the Romans, he moreover lays, 
that it was common to fee perfons who fur- 
rendered themfelves with the greateft compo- 
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fore to perfecutors, and not only fobmitted to> 
outrage, but even to death. 

S • 

If we proceed to examine the fupport 
which is given to Origen by Dionyfius of 
Alexandria, we fhall find that among his in¬ 
valuable remains, preferved in the ecclefiaftical 
hiflory of Eufebius, there is a circumftantial 
account of the Decian perfecution in Egypt. 
A particular relation is given of the tortures 
and death of feventeen perfons. But does he 
hint that thefe were the only fufferers, who 
were expofed to the fury of the Imperial de¬ 
cree ? So far is this from being the cafe, that 
he mentions in general terms, many other 
chriftians, who were likewife condemned to. 
die. He particularly relates, that the perfe-> 
cutors rulhed into the houfes of the chriftians, 
and plundered them of their moft valuable 
effects. Such was the exceflive tumult, that 
Alexandria exhibited the appearance of a city 
taken by ftorm. Many of the brethren fled, 
and recollecting the confolatory expreflions of 
St. Paul, fuftained the lofs of their property 
with joy. In addition to thefe circumftances, 
it is to be remarked that Dionyfius concludes 
his interefting narrative with this pathetic ex- 
poftulatioo. “ Why peed I defcrjbe particu- 
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“ larly the multitude of thofe who were driven 
** to wander in the deferts and on the moun- 
“ tains; who perifhed by the bittered afflic- 
“ tions, by hunger, by third:, and by cold; 
“ or who were cut off by robbers, by difeafe, 
“ and by wild beads ? Thefe difadrous events 
** are not recorded in vain, but that you may 
“ have an authentick relation of the calamities 
** which befel us.” 

From the whole of this detail we may fee 
by what difingenuous methods the hidorian 
has perverted the plained fads. From a mul-. 
titude of writers he brings forward Origen to 
corroborate his hypothefis of the fmall num¬ 
ber of martyrs, when it is evident that Origen 
mud, on fuch an occafion, be a very incom¬ 
petent witnefs. For the mod cruel perfections 
did not rage whild he flourifhed, or probably 
not till after his death; and the barbarity with 
which Decius, Valerian, and Dioclefian de¬ 
populated the church, can only be known 
from later Fathers. By violently disjoining one 
part of his obfervations from the context, the 
fenfe is wreded into a contradiction of his ge¬ 
neral fentiments, as well as of the accounts of 
other writers. To make his tedimony, thus 
tortured, aflume a more fpecious air of plau- 
fibility, the hidorian contrads it with the 

mod 
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moft palpable fictions and dubious martyrolo- 
gies j he then brings forward Dionyfius of 
Alexandria, and curtails many circumflances 
of his narrative, which were of equal, or ra¬ 
ther fuperiour importance, with refpeft to the 
cruelties exercifed by the perfecutors. 

ft 

After deliberately weighing all this palpable 
mutilation, and fophiftical management, the 
judicious and the learned may eafily determine 
how far it is confident with truth or juftice to 
repofe an implicit confidence in the ftatement 
of antient authorities thus made by the hif- 
torian. 

Thus has an attempt been made to ffiew 
that the Hijlorian of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire is a confummate adept in the 
arts of mifreprefentation, and that deferting 
the open path of truth, he has attempted to 
lead his readers into the intricate labyrinths 
of errour. If the preceding developement be 
accurate, he has fullied the purity of chriftian 
antiquity by 

I. Aligning a vifionary, and inefficient 
caufe for the propagation of the gofpel. 

II, Attempting to invalidate the evidence 
of prophecy. 

Ill, Un- 
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III. Unwarrantably imputing uncharitable- 
nefs to the primitive chriftians. 

IV. Drawing wrong concluiions from fads. 

V. Seleding paffages manifeftly inconelu- 
live, and fupprefl%ig others of the fame writers 
equally connected with the fubjed. 

From mifreprefentation deteded under fuch 
various difguifes, and fo inlidioufly operating 
to the difparagement of virtue and of piety, it 
may fairly be concluded that the writer is as 
unfavourable to the firft advocates of the 
chriftian revelation, as he is deftitute of that 
fenfxbility which is ever ahve to the unmerited 
fufferings of others. He recounts the moft 
affeding calamities of the chriftians with cold 
indifference, and reprefents them rather as 
objeds of contempt, than of compaflion and 
refped. He forgets, or he wiflies to forget, 
that thofe who endure misfortunes with mag¬ 
nanimity are the moft edifying, if not the 
moft proper fubjeds of hiftory j and that a 
particular account of Ignatius and of Pam- 
philus, would have done as much honour to 
his work, as the firmnefs and the piety of 
Strafford and of Laud have conferred on the 
produdions of Hume. During the perufal of 
the fifteenth and fixteenth chapters of the 
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Roman Hiftory, we imagine we are furveying 
the dark defcriptions of the firft chriftians, 
given by Tacitus, whofe ignorance of their 
real charader is the beft apology for his mif- 
Teprefentation. We can with difficulty be per- 
fuaded that we are liftening to an hiftorian, 
who profefifes to form his judgment of fads 
and of men, upon the liberal principles of a 
Philofopher, and who enjoys all the light, and 
all the learning of the eighteenth century. 
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General Epistle of St. Jude. 
Verfe 3. 

Earnejlly contend for the Faith ’which was once 
delivered unto the Saints. 

T HE manner in which the Socinians of 
the prefent day condudt their contro- 
verfy againft the eftablHhed church, is equally 
extraordinary and artful. For not content with 
perverting the obvious fenfe of feripture, with 
torturing every text to their own purpofe, and 
with flighting the plained: declarations of the 
proper Divinity of Chrift ; they have endea¬ 
voured to prefs into their fervice the proofs 
arifing from the belief of the earliefl: chrif- 
tians. This appeal evidently (hews the vene¬ 
ration in which antiquity is, in reality, held 
by all parties, and the great advantage which 
■may be derived from its declarations. In con- 
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fequence of this perfuafion, the works of thdlfe 
who undertake to reprefent the fentiments of 
the primitive writers have been explored with 
indefatigable diligence by the Author of the 
Early Opinions concerning Jefus Cbrijl ; and all 
the paflages which feem to confirm his argu¬ 
ment, are exhibited in the ftrongefl: and mod 
advantageous point of view, with copious 
comments, and plaufible illuftrations. His 
general plan of attack upon the divinity of 
Chrift is conducted with a Angularity of en- 
terprize, of which it is fruitlefs to fearch for 
another inftance. His readers mud be pre¬ 
pared to reconcile the rage of innovation with 
the fubtlety of paradox, and to watch the mod 
bold and extraordinary procefs of hiftorical 
experiment. For to their great furprize they 
will find, that the Fathers of the church are 
made to contradict their own opinions; and 
that the books which were profefledly written 
for the fupport of the faith, are changed into 
the inftruments of its fubverfion. 

But if the belief of the primitive chriftians 
be fo important, that an endeavour is made to 
procure its alliance to the Unitarian caufe, 
even by difingenuous arts; it is ’certainly 
worthy of all the exertions to retain it, which 
can fairly be made by its rightful pofleffors. 

It 
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It is the valuable property of the church of 
England, and the refolution of her fons to 
Hand forth as its guardians and defenders, 
neither has been, nor will be wahting. We 
have the animating encouragement of an apof- 
tolical injunction to contendfor the Faith which 
was delivered Unto the Saints. We can eafily 
have recourfe to the evidences that prove what 
the nature of that faith was ; fo that to be 
flow ih its profeffion, and irrefolute in its de¬ 
fence, would prove us unworthy of bearing 
“ that holy name by which we are called.” 

Still however it muft be candidly ConfdTed, 
that the ecclefiaftical ftudent ventures on this 
difquifition with hefitation, and with diffidence. 
He fees the powers of ingenuity and diligence 
Combined againft him. He contemplates, in 
the author of the work before mentioned, at* 
hndaunted boldnefs, which no oppofition has. 
intimidated ; an inflexible perfeVerance which 
has been tried in many a polemical field ; and 
a refined fophiftry which can elude the grafp 
of confutation. But the danger decreafes as 
he approaches to the conteft j for a love of 
truth, and a fenfe of duty, encourage him to 
proceed, even againft an opponent fo formi¬ 
dable and fo experienced. 

N It 
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* It will be the objedt therefore of the fol¬ 
lowing difeourfe, to attempt a refutation of 
the three grand principles which form the 
bafis of the Hijiory of the Early Opinions con¬ 
cerning Chrif , viz. 

I. That the apoftolical Fathers held the 
fimple humanity of Chrifl. 

II. That Juflin Martyr corrupted the pri¬ 
mitive faith, by the adoption of the Logos 
of Plato. 

III. That the pallors of the church main¬ 
tained a corrupted faith, whilfl the illiterate 
chriflians continued to maintain^ the fimple 
humanity of Chrifl. 

As a neceffary preliminary to this difeuffion, 
we mufl carefully mark the diflindtion which 
fubfifls between the dodtrine of the divinity of 
Chrifl, as contained in feripture, and the opi¬ 
nions formed of it, which we colledt from 
ecclefiaflical hiflory. The dodlrine Hands re¬ 
corded in everlafling charadlers, which the 
folly of man may mifinterpret, but his power 
can never efface. It is aflerted in appropriate 
phrafeology, marked by peculiar and plain 
charadlers, illuflrated by undeniable fadts, 
and confirmed by the fullefl teflimony. Thq 
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member of the church of England is defirous 
of fettling the principles of his faith by an 
immediate appeal to fuch evidences. He de¬ 
termines the nature of the doftrine in difpute 
by the rules of legitimate criticifm, and the 
obvious meaning of fcriptural language. But 
his opponent, impatient of that reftraint to 
which thefe limitations may fubjedfc him, 
adopts a new teft by which the dodlrine muft 
be tried, far inferiour in point of weight and 
importance to that which is rejected j inaf- 
much as he quits contemporary for fubfequent 
evidence, and prefers the attentions of fallible 
men to the records of infpired evangelUls. 

Still, however, we are ready to admit that 
as far as the opinions of men can be of im¬ 
portance to its illuflration, thofe of the primi¬ 
tive chriflians are fo. They had the moil fa¬ 
vourable opportunities of information, and 
drank chriftianity at the fountain head. The 
records, therefore, which they have left us, 
are the beft comments on the facred text, as 
they (how the fenfe in which it was firft un- 
derftood. Senfible, therefore, of the value of 
thefe records, in confirming our interpretation 
of fcripture, we proceed to fhew the futility 
of the above Rated afiertions. 

- ' i 
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In the firft place, let us attempt to prove? 
that the apoftolical Fathers did not hold the 
mere humanity of Chrift. 

An opinion very unfavourably to their wri-» 
tings will be formed, if we do not fo far at¬ 
tend to the particular objedt of their admoni¬ 
tions, as to place ourfelves in that fituation 
from which we can clearly afeertain their 
grand fcope. To him who is not converfant 
with the hiftory of the church, and the parti¬ 
cular incidents which gave rife to the epiftles 
written by the apoftolical Fathers, many points 
may .appear to have been ftightly difeuffed, or 
partially reprefented, which in fadt form only 
the fubotdinate or incidental parts of their 
defign. Wfhen the infant church was aflailed 
by open enemies, and Internal diflentions, her 
teachers expatiated on the duties of charity/ 
unanimity and fubordination. We muft not 
expedt to find in their works any dodtrinal 
points, introduced with fyftematic arrange¬ 
ments, or defined with logical precifion. The 
primitive compofitions were fuited to the cir- 
cumftances of the times, and whatever topick 
\yas introduced in ,them> had an immediate 
reference ; to, the ujrgent exigencies of the 
church, hr oppplition to the herefies of the 
Gnoftics and the Ebionites, the great articles 
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of faith are ftated in general terms, not as 
matters of private opinion, but as fubjedts of 
received belief. No ingenuity is employed 
to recommend them, and no arguments are 
brought for their fupport, except the clear 
declarations of feripture, which were held to 
be decifive and irrefragable. The apoftolical 
manner of writing, which is remarkable for 
plainnefs and energy, and free from philofo- 
phical fubtlety, or nice refinement, is happily 
imitated in the literary remains of the apofto-* 
lical Fathers. The unafFedted fimplicity and 
earneftnefs of Clement, of Ignatius, and of 
Polycarp, are very clofe imitations of St. John 
and of St. Paul. 

*The Author of the Early Opinions concerning 
Chrijl fir ft appeals to the authority of thefe 
writings, then refufes to acquiefce in the 
plaineft fenfe of paflages which prefs him 
with infuperable difficulties, and afterwards 
affirms that they are greatly corrupted or en¬ 
tirely fpurious. This inconfiftency of fenti- 
ment difeovers ftrons: indications of diftruft in 
his caufe, and of doubts in what manner it 
can be tolerably fupported. Such an attempt 
to fliake the authenticity of thefe writings re- 
fults from a convidtion how much, when fairly 
and fully confulted, they can prove againft him* 

' ' N 3 W« 
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We are authorized by the moil learned men 
of various ages to affirm their genuinenefs, 
and think the argument in favour of our creed, 
which may be drawn from the opinion of the 
firft and fecond centuries, too valuable and 
important to be facrificed to hypothecs with- 
' but folidity, and aflertion without proof. 

The earlieft, and one of the moll: authentic 
monuments of ecclefiaftical antiquity, is the 
epiftle fent by the church of Rome to the 
church of Corinth, many years before the end 
of the firft century. It was written by Cle- 
ment, Bifhop of Rome, who is numbered by 
St. Paul among his “ fellow labourers,” and 
this epiftle fully fhows how deferving he was 
to be placed in fo diftinguifhed a rank. The 
defign of it was to compofe a recent diflenfion, 
and recommend the reeftabliihment of har¬ 
mony and Subordination. Now granting for a 
moment what has been afierted, that this 
epiftle Contains not the doctrine of the Pre- 
exiftence of Chrift, can it follow from thence 
that the writer did not maintain it ? It was 
the profefled defign of Clement to write for a 
particular emergency, and the epiftle itfelf is 
not complete. How, therefore, can any con- 
clufion be drawn with refpedt to his fentiments 
at large ? It is well known that Cyprian, the 

eloquent 
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eloquent and pious Bifhop of Carthage, wrote 
an epiftle to Antonianus equal in length to the 
epiftle of Clement, in which no exprefs men¬ 
tion is made of the divinity of our Lord. If 
this epiftle had alone efcaped the ravages of 
time, the moft flagrant injury would have 
been done to the memory of Cyprian, by a 
fuppofition that he did not maintain this doc¬ 
trine, when he is well known to have been its 
moft zealous advocate. Equally unwarrantable 
would fuch a conclufion prove againft Clemens 
Romanus. If however the train of his argu¬ 
ment, and his exprefs declarations be confi- 
dered, the objedtor will find that he has no 
grbunds to prefume upon his filence. For as 
a motive to induce the Corinthians to behave 
with humility, Clement affirms, that ** the 
** feeptre of the Majefty of God came not in 
“ the pomp of oftentation and fplendour, 
“ though he had it in his power; but in hu- 
“ mility, as the Holy Spirit prophefied Con- 
“ cerning him.” To infer from thefe expref- 
fions that it was the defign of the writer to 
reprefent our Saviour as a mere man, feems an 
extraordinary perverfion both of language and 
fenfe. For if our Saviour was no more than 
man, how could he with any propriety be en¬ 
titled 'to the grand and dignified appellation of 
the feeptre of the Majefty of Qod ?” and 
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thus be diftinguilhed by a far more eminent 
title than is ever applied to the prophets who 
Communicated the divine will on earth, or to 
the higheft order of angelic beings who exe¬ 
cute it in heaven ? That his coming “ in the 
*« pomp of ostentation and fplendour” cannot 
refer to his publick life alone, but mull nq- 
CelTarily be applicable to his incarnation in 
general, is fufficiently evident from the fol¬ 
lowing confideration. Clement limits his ex- 
preflions to no particular period of our Lord’s 
exillence, but fpeaks in general terms ; and in 
the prophecy of Ifaiah which follows the be¬ 
fore mentioned words, his birth is alluded to 
in the emphatic queltion, “ who fliall declare 
“ his generation ?” If his coming referred 
only to his working miracles in the capacity 
of a publick teacher, how could he, who wa$ 
reftrained by a commiflion given to him for 
that purpofe alqne, be faid to have it in his 
power to alfume fuch a character of magnifi¬ 
cence and fplendour as was moll agreeable to 
his own inclinations ? We are at a lofs. for an 
example tp reconcile the paflage to fuch a 
fuppofition. Mofes, the greatefi of mortal 
prophets, had no fuch privileges > at the com¬ 
mand.of the Lord he lifted up his ro,d> and 
the fea divided to form a path for the childrep 
>g£ Ifraelj but can it be alferted with the kail 
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fhow of probability, that he was able to lead 
them into the land of promife ? Accordingly, 
we find that thofe privileges which exceeded 
the powers of his commiflion wye neither 
claimed by himfelf, nor attributed to him by 
others. The whole pafiage of Clement ex¬ 
actly reprefents the fenfe of St. Paul’s decla¬ 
ration, that Chrijl being in the form of God 
thought it not robbery to be equal "with God, 
but made himfelf of no reputation , and iook- 
upon him the form of a fervant. As if there 
was lome eflential difference of nature which 
placed the difciples infinitely beneath their 
Mafter, Chrifl is not mentioned fo much 'as 
the direct example for them to follow, as an 
incitement to the emulation of their fellow- 
creatures. For Clement proceeds to mention 
thofe whofe conduct came more within the 
v reach of their exertions. “ If the Lord lb 
i‘ humbled himfelf, what fhall we do who 
“ are come under the yoke of his grace ? Let 
us follow thofe who predicted his advent.” 

At the commencement of the fecond cen-. 
tury, Ignatius the venerable Bifhop of An¬ 
tioch, who had been a companion and difciple 
of the apoftles, was conveyed to Rome to fuf- 
fer death for having profefied the faith of 
Chrjft, Puring his journey, he wrote epiftles 
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to various churches. To give the precepts of 
chriftianity their full weight and importance, 
by Shewing the tranfcendent dignity of their 
Author, he enlarges upon the divinity of our 
Lord, and to prevent any mifconception re- 
fpedting the perfon whom he defigns to cha¬ 
racterize, he ufes the moll remarkable preci- 
fion of language. The title of the Lord is in¬ 
variably given both by Ignatius and Polycarp 
to the Son of God. There is not a lingle 
palfage throughout their epillles in which it 
feems with any propriety of application to de¬ 
nominate God the Father. This appropriation 
Ijowever, is by no means lingular, for the 
fame may be alferted of the two epillles of St. 
Paul to the Thelfalonians. The writers of the 
new tellament frequently apply this term to 
Chrill, and in the verlion of the Septuagint it 
is invariably ufed as an equivalent tranllation 
of the Hebrew Jehovah. We ^re moreover 
authorized by the tellimony of many of the 
antients to fay, that it was frequently applied 
even by the Pagans to the fupreme God. 

The objection which is made to the epillles 
of Ignatius by the Author of the early opinions , 
becaufe Eufebius does not mention his name 
amongll other authorities for the divinity of 
Chrill, will be found on examination to have 
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no weight. Eufebius, when quoting the fol¬ 
lowing words of an antient writer who proves 
the late origin of the herefy of Artemon, 
mentions a few out of many writers, who 
profefled the dodrine of the church. “ What 
“ Artemon afierts of the mere humanity of 
“ Chrift would be credible, if the divine 
** feriptures did not contradid him j as well 
** as the antient works of the brethren, writ- 
t( ten in defence of the truth againft the He- 
* c reticks, and the Gentiles. We may'appeal 
“ to Juftin, Tatian, and Clement, by whom 
** Chrift is delcribed as God. Who is unac- 
** quainted with the volumes of Irenaeus, 
** Melito, and other ecclefiaftical writers, by 
•** whom Chrift is alferted to be both God 
** and Man ? The pfalms likewife, and hymns 
of the church written at the beginning by 
“ the faithful, celebrate Chrift the word of 
** God, and apply to him the attributes of 
** divinity.” If in this full and decifive paf- 
Xage, which is fufficient of itfelf to annihilate 
the pretenfions of unitarianifm to high anti¬ 
quity, any reftridions had been made, and 
the writer had affirmed that the perfbns men¬ 
tioned, compofed the whole number of the 
orthodox writers, the objedion would carry 
great weight ; but on the contrary, the ex- 
preffions are fo general, as to comprize many 
4 more 
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more than are individually named, and confe- 
quently Ignatius may be included among the 
reft. It was not the defign of Eufebius to 
enumerate every writer, any more than to 
fpecify the compofers of the ancient hymns. 
This indeed is evident from no notice being 
taken of Athenagoras, Theophilus, and Ter- 
tullian, who are well known to have been ad¬ 
vocates for the dodtrine in queftion. Confe- 
quently, if Ignatius be excluded becaufe he 
held not the dodtrine, they are excluded for 
the fame reafon, which reduces the objedtion 
to a manifeft abfurdity, 

In the fmaller epiftles of Ignatius, which 
are proved to be genuine by many eminent 
fcholars of the laft and prefent century, the 
divinity of Chrift is after ted and proved in 
fuch a manner as was beft calculated to confute 
the errours which then began to arife. The 
Ephefians are commended for their diligence, 
and the motives which had inftigated them to 
the performance of their duty. “ They were fol- 
“ lowers of God, and excited themfelves by the 
blood of God.” They are cautioned againft 
the impiety of thofe who made chriftianity a 
veil for licentioufnefs, whilft their prefumption 
prompted them to attempt the removal of thp 
failings of others. A§ an antidote againft tbe(e 
$ . pretende 4 
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pretended curers of mental diforders, he di¬ 
rects them to “ one phyfician carnal and fpi- 
“ ritual, God incarnate, begotten and not 
“ made, true life in death, of Mary and of 
** God, firft paffible, and then impaffible.” 

To filence the cavils of the proud, who were 
offended at the ignominious death of our Lord, 
he ftates the pre-eminence of his divine, above 
his human nature: “ Jefus Chrift our God 
“ was born of Mary, according to the difpen- 
" fation of God, of the family of David, of 
“ the Holy Ghoft.” He fays alfo, that to re¬ 
move the univerfal darknefs of the Pagan 
world, “ God became manifeft in a human 
* c form, for the newnefs of eternal life.” In 
order to encourage a diligent attendance on 
divine fervice, and to reprefent the importance 
of the miniflerial offices, he reminds them of 
Jefus Chrift according “ to the flefh of the 
** race of David, the Son of Man, and the 
“ Son. of God* who was with the Father be- 
“ fore all ages, and who finally was made 
“ manifeft.” He declares the prophets to have 
been infpired, to convince the world of the 
omnifcience of that Being, “ who manifefted 
“ himfelf by Jefus Chrift his Son, and his 

eternal Word; who in all things pleafed 
** him that fent him.” Convinced of the va T 
1 nity 
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nity and wickednefs of the world, he looks 
with the eye of faith to heaven, “ where our 
«* God, Jefus Chrift, being in the Father ap- 
«* peareth the more.” Hence likewife arifes his 
fervent defire to gain admittance to his Lord 
and Mafter, by a fignal trial of his conftancy, 
for which reafon he intreats the Roman con¬ 
verts to make no interceflion for his life, but to 
«* permit him to imitate the paffionof his God.” 
Addreffing the Smyrneans, he makes their fpi- 
ritual improvement a fubjedt of pious gratitude. 
“ I glorify Jefus Chrift, the God who hath 
“ given you fuch wifdom, who really was born 
** of the race of David, according to the fiefh, 
4t the Son of God. He did eat and drink with 
“ his apoftles, although fpiritually united with 
“ the Father. He fuffered truly, as he alfo 
** truly raifed up himfelf.” He holds out the 
future judgment to Polycarp, as a motive to 
perfeverance in the faith, and concludes his 
admonitions “ with wifhing him to be well 
“ continually in our God, Jefus Chrift. Ex- 
“ pedt him who is above all time, eternal, in- 
“ vifible, though for our fakes made vifible; 
** he was impalpable and impafliblq, yet for 
“ our fakes he became fubjedt to fufferings.” 

■ If Polycarp, the eminent difciple of St. John, 
and the venerable Bifhop of Smyrna, had, in 

his 
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tils epiftle to the Philippians, confined his ex¬ 
hortations to the duties of morality alone, fuf- 
ficient reafons might have been difcovered, td 
juftify his filence upon points of dodtrine. H6 
refers the chriftian converts to the epiftle not 
long before written to them by St. Paul, 6f 
whofe zeal in preaching the gofpel, he makCI 
the moft honourable mention. He Kkewife 
aflerts the fufficiency of that epiftle, to edify 
them in the true faith. As the Philippians, 
therefore, were fo well grounded in the doc¬ 
trine of the proper divinity of Chrift, there wall 
the lefs neceffity for Polycarp to expatiate upon 
it. We may however difcover the moft: plain 
traces of this dodtrine, concerning which St. 
Paul had exprefied himfelf with fo much pre- 
cifion and copioufnefs. For example. Polycarp 
exhorts the'Philippians “ to believe in him 
“ who raifed our Lord Jefus Chrift from the 
“ dead, and gave him glory, and a throne at 
“ his right hand: to whom all things celeftiai 
“ and terreftrial are fubjedt, whom every fpirit 
“ ferveth, who is coming as Judge of the living 
“ and dead j whofe blood God will require ©f 
“ every one* who believes not in him.” 
declares that ^Chrift has promifed to raife us 
“ from the dead.” That the faithful ought 
“to be fubjedt to the church, as unto Gtjd 
“ and Chrift.” Again he fays, “ if*ve entrdat 

“the 
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** the Lord to forgive us, we ought alio 
** forgive: for we are before foe eyes of thef 
** Lord and God, and mull all Hand before 
** the tribunal of Chrift; let us therefore lerve 
** him in fear and reverence, as he himfelf* 
*« hath commanded, and the apoftles who 
** preached the gofpel to us, and foe prophets 
** who foretold the advent of our Lord. If 
** we fuffer for his name, let us glorify him.’* 
In foort, he concludes his epiftle with praying 
** that the God and Father of our Lord Jefus 
“ Chrift, and he himfelf our everlafting High 

Prieft, foe Son of God Jefus Chrift, would 
“ build them up in faith and truth.” 

No doubt Can arife as to the intention of 
Polycarp to attribute the fubjedtion of the 
univerfe to Jefus Chrift j the obvious fenfe and 
regular order of conftrudtion will be outrage¬ 
ously violated by any other interpretation of 
foe firft paflage above adduced, for the difte- 
tent members of the fentence are refpedtively 
correlative to the fame perfon, and that perfon 
js Chrift. That fuch is the true fenfe, may 
moreover be colledted from the application 
which the learned and accurate Author of the 
Credibility of the Gofpel Hiftory makes of this 
paflage, as a parallel text to the celebrated 
declaration of St. Paul, that at the name of 

Chrift 
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l'thrift every knee Jhould bow ” Polycarp aflerts 
that the Omnipotence of Chrift will be exer- 
cifed by the refurredtion of the dead, and that 
the church is fubjedt in the fame manner to 
the Son as to the Father. Admitting the 
juftnefs of our remark, that the appellation of 
the Lord Invariably refers to our Saviour in 
this epiftle, it is plain likewife that he is con- 
fidered not only as the objedt of prayer, but 
as the forgiver of injuries. His Omniprefence 
is aflerted to be the fame as that of the Fa¬ 
ther, and from thence arifes an exhortation 
to reverence and fear him. When he is de¬ 
nominated the eternal High Priejl, his prieft- 
hood feems to charadterize him as human, 
and his eternity as divine. The former typi¬ 
cally exprefles his charadter as mediator and 
redeemer, and the latter alludes to the attri¬ 
butes, which are common to him with the 
Father. That fuch were the ideas of Poly¬ 
carp will be more fully fhown from confider- 
ing the dole of his animated prayer previous 
to his martyrdom. “ I praife and glorify thee 
“ through the eternal High Prieft Jefus Chrift, 
“ thy beloved and blelfed Son, through whom 
“ to thee, with Him, in the Holy Spirit, be 
“ glory now and for ever.” 

O We 
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We now proceed to £how, in the Second 
place, that Juftin Martyr did not corrupt the 
purity of the faith by adopting the Logos 
of Plato. 

As far as the features of an author’s mind 
are vifible in his works, it is evident that fin- 
cerity and candour were diftinguifhing cha- 
raderiftics of Juftin Martyr. He feems on 
every topick to exprefs his unpremeditated 
thoughts, in a Ample and inartificial manner, 
and to be influenced by a natural ingenuouf- 
nefs, which was fuperiour to duplicity and 
evafion. His ardour in the purfuit of truth, 
and his alacrity in its profeflion, will appear in 
the moft ftriking point of view, when we 
recoiled:, that the fincerity of his converfion 
was brought to the fevereft trial, iince his 
courageous avowal of the faith was the glo¬ 
rious caufe of his martyrdom. 

After attempting without effed to fatisfy 
his curiofity, by exploring the tenets of the 
Grecian fages, he proceeded to examine the 
evidences of revelation, and difcovered that 
the chriftian religion was the only fafe and 
excellent philofophy. He was far from re¬ 
taining any invincible prejudices in favour of 
6 his 
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his former ftudies, or of being blindly attached 
to the opinions of Plato. He deliberately 
Weighed the merits of the great founder of 
the academy, and with a calm and unbialfed 
mind expofed his contradictions of other phi-' 
lofophers, and his inconfiftency with himfelf. 
Juftin Martyr exprefsly declared, that “ as 
** Ariftotle and Plato differed fo much in ex- 
“ plaining the nature of earthly things, they 
%t are not worthy of credit, when they dif- 
** courfe concerning the invifible world.” “ If 
** any one fhould accurately infpeCt the opinions 
“ of Plato, his opinions will be found to be 
“ repugnant to each other ; on which account 
** he cannot efcape the ceafure of dehberate 
** falfhood.” 

Juftin Martyr moreover reprefents that the 
pondjiCt of Plato, on his return to Athens 
from his travels into Egypt, expofed him to 
the imputation of duplicity and diffimulation, 
For apprehenfive of falling a victim to the 
popular clamour, which had caufed the death 
of Socrates, he profeffed a “ belief in a plu- 
“ rality of Gods, though contrary to the evi- 
“ dence of his firft principles. . Therefore 
“ fince nothing true can be derived from fuch 
“ teachers concerning the real nature of God, 
“ it remains that we liften to the infpired 
O 2 prophets 
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** prophets who lived long before the philofb- 
** phers of Greece, and taught nothing from 
“ their own imagination, but received con- 
** liftent and harmonious inftrudlions from orf 
“ high. For it is impoflible that their pre- 
“ didtions ihould be the refult of human in- 
“ genuity, or be imparted merely by the light 
“ of nature. In fublime fubjedts the philofo- 
“ phers have no accurate knowledge. What- 
“ ever is well exprefled in all refpedts, belongs 
** to the difciples of Chrift.—We do not think 
** the fame as others; but all others, being de- 
“ lirous to' referable us, aflert our dodtrines.” 

From this, and a variety of fimilar patfages, 
it is plain that Juftin’s acknowledgment of the 
excellence of chriftianity, amounts to a deli¬ 
berate renunciation of his former philofophical 
opinions, relative to the nature of God j and 
that the force of divine truth had fo influenced 
his mind, and corredted his judgment, that 
he faw the defedts of Plato in the flrongeft 
light, and expofed them to cenfure without 
referve. 

Still however we are ready to confefs. that 
the Platonic philofophyhad many great though 
fubordinate claims to his attention. It con¬ 
veyed fuch fublime notions of the Deity, in 
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companion of all other fyftems, that he 
thought it could not be the production of 
human fagacity and invention. He therefore 
attributed its excellence to the light aiforded 
by the Old Teftament. The travels of Plato, 
which extended to Babylon as well as into 
Egypt, favoured the fuppolition that he had 
confulted the facred volume. From this fource 
Juftin Martyr imagined that the philofopher 
had borrowed his moft fublime fpeculations, 
and more particularly the doCtrine of the 
phriftian Trinity. He continually reafons upon 
this fuppofition, and from thence deduces all 
thofe conftruCtions of the Platonic writings, 
and accommodations of them to fcripture, 
which, to a mind uninfluenced by the fame 
bias, muft neceflarily appear forced and un¬ 
natural. In his exhortation addrefled to the 
Greeks, and his apologies dedicated to the 
Emperours, which form the nioft conflderable 
part of his remaining works, he recommends 
the prophecies as an introduction to chrifli- 
anity. He endeavours to prove that the phi- 
Jofophy, of which the Greeks and Romans 
were fuch ardent admirers, was indebted for 
all its excellence to the facred books of the 
Jews. “ Plato derived from Mofes that pe- 
“ culiar name of the deity, which fo ftrongly 
indicates his felf-exiftence and eternity. His 
O ^ “ doCtrine 
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*' dodlrine refpedting the divine ideas was bor- 
** rowed from the commands of the Almighty 
** to Mofes, who was commiffioned to con- 
“ ftrudt the ark of the covenant correfpondent 
“ with the archetype, which was fhown to 
“ him on the mountain. By the prophets he 
‘‘ was inftrudted to give the fublime deferip- 
** tion of Jupiter, when he drove his winged 
“ chariot through heaven, for he had read 
“ that the glory of the Lord went forth upon 
“ the cherubim, and the cherubim lifted up 
** their wings, and the glory of the Lord was 
“ upon them.” 

From a proper attention to thefe palfages, 
it is evident that the writings of Juft in Martyr 
have been grofsly mifconceived, or unfairly 
mifreprefented ; and the reverfe of what has 
been confidently aflerted will be found to be 
the true ftate of the cafe. It was not his 
objeft to accommodate the feriptures to Plato, 
but to accommodate the writings of Plato to 
the feriptures. With refpedt to the articles 
of his chriflian belief, he ftates fundamental 
doctrines in clear and diredt terms, as he re¬ 
ceived them by the tradition of the church, 
and as he collected them from the faced 
books. 
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We are now advanced to the moft critical 
point of the argument. That. Juftin Martyr 
endeavoured to bend the tenets of the aca¬ 
demy to the principles of chriftianity, we are 
ready to affirm. That he corrupted the chrif- 
.tian faith by the introduction of Platonic ideas, 
we are inclined moft confidently and moft 
unequivocally to deny. We cannot fail in this 
ftage of the difquifition to remark the evafion 
to which the Author of the early opinions has 
recourfe. He is aware that the clofe exami¬ 
nation of the genuine principles of the aca¬ 
demy will produce the fubverfion of his hy- 
pothefis j for in what part of the works of 
Plato is the flighted: mention made of the 
perfonification of a Logos ? And therefore he 
fuddenly changes the ground of conteft. Af¬ 
ter fatiguing our attention with a defign to 
delude our judgment by an oftentatious parade 
of the fentiments of Plato, and his followers; 
after railing our expectations, to fuppofe that 
Juftin Martyr will be detected in ingrafting 
Platonifm upon Chriftianity, he infinuates that 
lie adopted the Logos from Philo, who im¬ 
proved upon the principles of Plato. So that 
from the tonceffions of the author himfelf, 
Juftin Martyr is proved to have been a Plato- 
.nift in name only, and with equal reafon might 
t>e denominated a Pagan, becaufe previous to 
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his converfion, he had conformed to the po-» 
pular fuperftitions of his country. 

Let us not be deterred by the evafion of the 
enemy, from purfuing him in his retreat, and 
examining whether the port, to which he flies, 
be more tenable than that which he has faga- 
cioufly quitted. 

Philo, an eminent Jew of Alexandria, who 
flourifhed in the time of the apoftles, in dif¬ 
ferent parts of his works makes ufe of the 
word Logos, to which he affixes various fenfes. 
Sometimes it denotes the mind of God, fome- 
times the invifible world, according to the 
pattern of which, the vifible world was made, 
and in other places only wifdom, an attribute 
of the deity. When it is ufed to fignify an 
emanation of the divine mind, it is defcribed 
as an effedt not permanent but occafional. In 
its higheft fenfe, the Logos is the moll antient 
Angel, the perfedt Image of God, whp revealed 
to Abraham the divine will. 

However probable it may be that Philo de¬ 
rived fome of thofe ideas annexed to the Logos 
from Plato, he could not borrow from him 
the application of it to a Perfon. His defcrip- 
tions therefore of the divine Being, whom he 
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inverts with fuch lofty attributes, muft be de T 
rived from fome other iburces, which will bp 
found not to be remote from our obfervation. 
In the pentateuch and the prophets, whole 
fenfe Philo laboured to refine by allegory, fe- 
veral paffages occur, which pbfcurely intimatp 
the agency of the diyine Word in the creation 
of the world, and in many fubfequent difpen- 
fations. In the pfalms, the Son of God is more 
clearly revealed, in terjns exprefliye of the 
highert dignity and exaltation. According to 
the gloffes of the antient Rabbinical writers, 
this was the Son of God, who was of the fapae 
fubrtance with the Father, and who exirted 
from all eternity. So that as from them the 
elevated defcriptions of Philo are undoubtedly 
derived j vain and ineffectual is the fearch for 
that dodtrine among the fchools of Greece, 
which the fchpols of Greece neyer taught. 

A tradition has prevailed in the church froqi 
a remote period, that St. Peter was preaching 
the gofpel at Rome, during the time thgt 
Philo refided there in the quality pf ambaffa- 
dpur to the Eipperour Caligula. He con¬ 
tracted an intimate acquaintance with the great 
apoftle, and from the high efteem which he 
entertained for the lanCtity of his manners, 
W^s induced tQ mak? honourable mention pf 

the 
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the difciples of St. Mark, who were at that 
time educated in the celebrated fchool of 
Alexandria. It is not improbable that his in- 
tercourfe with the chriftians might enlarge his 
ideas upon the fubjed in queftion, and raiie 
his mind to a more adequate conception of 
the nature and attributes of the chriftian 
Logos. 

But of any adoption of the fentiments or 
approbation of the principles of Philo by Juf- 
tin Martyr, where is the pofitive proof? In 
his authentic works,-where is he even once 
mentioned ? If however we grant for the fake 
of argument, that all the writings of Philo 
were as well known to Juftin Martyr, as the 
Author of the early opinions may be willing to 
fuppofe, is it. probable that his fentiments, 
merely as fuch, would have been implicitly 
embraced ? Philo was a Jew, who had fre¬ 
quent opportunities of being converted to 
chriftianity, yet he relifted or flighted its 
evidences. His attachment to the law of 
Mofes was fo firm, that he laboured to efta- 
blilh its authority and give it the moft refined 
interpretation. Thus tenacious of his religion, 
he held out no inducements to the chriftians 
to adopt his opinions. Whatever elevation of 
character he attributed to the divine Logos, 
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he never {poke of him as the promifed and 
expected Meffiah. However converfant he 
might be with the predidtions of the infpired 
prophets, and animated by their defcriptions, 
he is altogether filent as to the Redeemer of 
Ifrael. The Fathers muft clearly have per¬ 
ceived, that all his forced refinements and airy 
fpeculationswere built upon the OldTeftament. 
What therefore could induce them to borrow 
from the commentary, when they were in 
pofTeflion of the text ? Why fhould they imi¬ 
tate an unfkilful copy, when they pofTefled the 
bright and mafterly original ? They had Mofes 
and the prophets to announce the future king¬ 
dom of the Son of God, and gradually to un¬ 
fold his power and glory ; they had the evan- 
gelifts and the apoftles, who jointly recorded 
his advent, fully developed his charadter, and 
clearly difplayed his attributes. 

If Juftin Martyr had corrupted the doc¬ 
trines of chriftianity, how comes it to pafs 
that all the contemporary chriftians, all the 
Fathers who were not educated in the fchools 
of Plato, have paffed over fo ftriking an event 
in filence? We muft conclude that the mem¬ 
bers of every church were grolsly ignorant, or 
culpably indifferent ; that they knew not the 
meaning of the facred names of Father, Son, 

and 
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and Holy Spirit, which they conftantly re¬ 
peated, and continually employed in all the 
publick and private adts of devotion. We 
muft fuppofe that all the bifhops and paftors, 
who have given fuch numerous proofs of their 
defence of the truth againft the incroachment 
of every innovation, were plunged in the mod 
profound lethargy, or abandoned to the mod 
culpable indifference. We muft fuppofe, 
moreover, that the authority of Juftin ex¬ 
tended over the whole chriftian church, and 
that it unanimoufly obeyed his call to em¬ 
brace a new faith. We muft fuppofe that the 
peaceful philofopher of Paleftine, produced 
the confequences without purftiing the mea- 
fures of the bloody prophet of Arabia, and 
effected that revolution of opinion without 
the aid of the fword, which the fword itfelf, 
deftrudtive as it was in the hand of Mahomet, 
could never fully accomplifh. 

If Juftin Martyr had been guilty of th? 
charge pf corrupting the primitive faith, th? 
fame rigorous fentence would have been pro¬ 
nounced againft him, which was direded againft 
Cerinthus, Marcion, Bafilides, Paulus of Sa- 
mofata, and other herefiarchs of the early ages. 
As foon as they began to diffeminate their te- 
jiet?, they werp put oft frpm th? cpmmunion 
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<}f the faithful, and their errours were com¬ 
bated by the united powers of fcripture and 
reafon. If thedifcipleTatian, not with (landing 
his learning and acutenefs, was enrolled in the 
heretical regider, for what reafon was his 
mader forgiven for a fault, which in the opi¬ 
nion of the church, the mod fplendid powers 
of genius, the greated acquifitions of know¬ 
ledge, the warmed profeflions of zeal, and 
eVeri martyrdom itfelf could not expiate. 

To this argument Ifen&us adds the mod 
fatisfadlory confirmation, when he refutes the 
Valentinians. When they affirm that all ob¬ 
jects of fenfe are only the “ images of thofe 
** things which really exid, they only repeat 
“ the fentiments of Plato. They transform 
** his ideas into Eons, and make them the 
“ creators of the archetypal world, which, 
1‘ that philofopher invented. This opinion, 
** together with the corruption and depravity 
of Marcion and Saturninus, was embraced 
** by Tatian, who after the death of his maf- 
** ter was fo elated with a vain confcioufnefs 
** of his fuperiour attainments, that he laid 
u the foundation of a new fedt.” 

From a complete furvey of the fuppofed 
Platonifm of Judin Martyr in all the various 
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points of view from which it can fairly be, 
feen, it appears evidently not to affedt in the 
fmalleft degree the value of the teftimony, 
which he bears to the faith. His avowed 
fentiments, as well as his general character, 
equally militate againft the accufation. The 
tenets of Plato, as far as they can clearly be 
afcertained, bear only a diftant and faint re- 
femblance to the chriftian dodtrines. It does 
not appear that Juftin was acquainted with 
the works of Philo, and if he was, they were 
not of fufficient importance in comparifon 
with the fcriptures for him to borrow from 
them. To afiert therefore, that he had re- 
courfe to thefe authors to affift him in the al¬ 
teration of his creed, is a groundlefs affump- 
tion, alike destitute of all probability and of 
fatisfadlory evidence. 

In the Third place, we proceed to prove, 
that the Pallors of the church did not main-, 
tain a corrupt faith, whilft the other chrif- 
tians continued to be Unitarians. 

That the great body of chriftians in the 
primitive times maintained a belief, relative to 
the nature of Chrill, which was contrary to 
that of their teachers, feems as highly impro¬ 
bable in itfelf, as it is incapable of proof from 
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fair and full authorities. It is highly impro¬ 
bable in itfelf, becaufe every one of thofe 
teachers who wrote as well as difcourfed on 
the articles of the faith is thus made an art- 
fill innovator, and muft have endeavoured to 
work upon the credulity of the world by re- 
prefenting what were merely the corrupt per- 
verfions of his own mind, inftead of the ge¬ 
nuine dodtrines of the church. Such condudt 
Hands expofed to the complicated imputation 
of matchlefs effrontery, profound hypocrify, 
and deliberate falfhood; and is replete with 
all that can fully the reputation, and undermine 
the credit of a man and a chriftian. But fo 
totally repugnant are fuch injurious fufpicions 
to the general charadter and condudt of the 
ecclefiaftical writers, to their proteftations and 
fincerity, to their integrity and piety, to their 
* fear of God, and their charity to man, that 
the candid and the judicious will be difpofed 
to difmifs without examination, any hypothecs 
which is fupported upon fuch difingenuous 
infinuations. 

The vindication of Juflin Martyr from the 
charges juft confuted more particularly tends 
to fubvert this aftertion ; for if he was not 
inftrumental to the corruption of the faith, 
the pretended diverfity is attributed to no 
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oftenfible author, and derived from no ac¬ 
knowledged fource. As however direct proof 
will corroborate the preceding obfervations, 
we will endeavour to ftate a few palfages fe- 
ledted from a confiderable number, which 
ftrongly, directly, and unequivocally fupport 
them: Juftin Martyr in his firft apology en¬ 
deavour's to reconcile the faith inculcated in 
the fcriptures to thofe who were attached to 
the popular philofophy, by fliowing that Plato 
derived fome of his principles from the books 
of Mofes. “ We do not,” fays he, “ therefore, 
« derive the opinions which we maintain from 
tt others, but all others derive them from us. 
it Among chriftians, you may hear and learn 
« thefe things, even from thofe who are un- 
« acquainted with the firft principles of learn- 
« ing, who are vulgar and untutored in fpeechy 
« but wife and faithful in mind; from the in- 
«« firm, and thofe who are deprived of fight; 
« f 0 that you may be fenfible, that thefe 
« things were not the production of human 
<« ingenuity, but were declared in the power 1 
« of God.” 

This remarkable proof of the deception of 
the chriftian creed among all ranks has been 
ynifreprefented by the Author of the early opi¬ 
nions , but it is too-clear to be mifunderftood. 

The 
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The previous obfervations on the Mofaical 
hiftory of the creation, do not conftitute the 
main argument, but is. merely an incidental 
circumftance of it. It is not the point in de¬ 
bate, but a fubjedt of illuftration introduced to 
reconcile the heathens to that faith which the 
vifionary lyltem of Marcion was defigned to 
fubvert. Juftin Martyr therefore clearly de¬ 
igned to reprefent how much the moll illite¬ 
rate of the chrillians furpalfed the moll learned 
of the philofophers. To lay that they fur- 
pafled the philofophers, by poffeffing the Mo¬ 
faical account of the creation, is no proof of 
their fuperiority, for it was a general opinion 
of the primitive church that Plato himfelf de¬ 
rived his principles from the pentateuch, and 
the prophetical writings. But to affirm that 
they had full evidence of the fublime dodtrines 
of chriftianity, which had eluded the difeo- 
very of unenlightened wifdom, is a declaration 
of fuperiority which is alike conlillent with 
the context, and with the reality of the fadt 
itfelf. 

Not long before the clofe of the fecond 
century, Irenaeus deferibes the adlual Hate of 
the faith at that time, and in a full and fatis- 
fadtory palfage expatiates on the unity of its 
principles, and the univerfality of its extent. 
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** The Church, although difperfed throughout 
“ the world, having heard the preaching of. 
“ the apoftles, and embraced their belief, pre- 
** ferves it with the fame diligence as if her 
“ members compofed only one family. Thi® 
** it unanimoufly preaches and delivers as with 
“ one mouth. Tlie languages of man are di- 
«* verfe, but the power of the tradition is one 
“ and the fame. As there is only a lingle fun 
“ to illuminate the world, fo the gofpel ap- 
“ pears in all places, and enlightens thofe who 
“ are willing to come to the knowledge of the 
** truth. For neither do the churches planted 
“ in Germany believe or deliver any other, 
“ nor thofe that are in Spain, in Gaul, in the 
“ Eaft, in Egypt, in Libya, or in Judaea. 

“ Nor, do any of thofe who prefide in the 
** congregations, whatever be his eloquence. 

** profefs a different creed ; nor will any one 
4( who is unlearned detract from this tra- 
** dition.” 

The whole controverfy might fairly be let- - 
tied by an appeal to the clofe of this memo¬ 
rable paffage. Irenaeus; as if aware that fome 
infinuations might be thrown out of a diver- 
fity of opinion in the church, difcrimimates 
between the members who compofed it with 
refpett to their fituation and talents, and de- 
6 . dares 
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glares that however they differed in fuch re- 
Ipedts, their principles of faith were, Rill the 
lame. This is a teftimony in favour of the early 
belief which cannot be evaded, and among all 
the proofs which antiquity can furnifh, is one 
of the molt convincing and irrefragable. 

About twenty years after the time of Ire- 
naeus, Tertullian makes a fimilar reference to 
the general belief, in order to point out a clear 
<liftindtion between the novelty of herefy, and 
the antiquity of the genuine faith. “ The 
doctrines which are generally preached, that 
** is what Chrift has revealed, can by no other 
“ means be proved than by the churches 
xe founded by the apoftles, and either edified 
** by their perfonal or written inftrudtions. It 
"* is evident therefore that all dodtrine which 
** agrees with thofe apoftolical churches is 
** confiftent with truth. So that without 
doubt, that muft be embraced which the 
“ chriftians have received from the apoftles, 
u the apoftles from Chrift, and Chrift from 
« God.” 

In: order to render Tertullian confiftent 
With him felf, it is neceffary to advert to his 
cbfervations in another part of his works. 
The Author of the early Opinions has given 
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fuch a colour to a paflage ex traced from the 
treatife againft Praxeas, as to make the mere 
humanity of Chrift appear to have been the 
belief of the great body of the chriftians who 
lived in the fecond century. A careful exa¬ 
mination of the fubjedt at large, will free Ter- 
tullian from a palpable mifreprefentation, and 
fhow that th$ paflage in queftion is fo fat 
from being capable of the fenfe alledged, that 
it proves a point which is diredtly the reverfe; 
fince the perfons who are aflerted to have held 
the mere humanity, were advocates in the 
higheft fenfe for the divinity of Chrift. 
Praxeas maintained that Jefus Chrift was no 
other than the fupreme God, that he was born 
of the Virgin, and that he actually fuflfered 
death upon the crofs. This errour, which its 
author had carefully difleminated during his 
journey from Afia to Rome, is combated by 
Tertullian with metaphyfical fubtlety of ar¬ 
gument, and manly vehemence of declama¬ 
tion. Defirous of giving a juft idea of the ca¬ 
pacity and talents of the advocates of Praxeas, 
he obferves, that they were perfons of that 
plain underftanding, which ufually charac¬ 
terized the majority of believers, who might, 
without any great impropriety of language, 
be called dull and fenfelefs. , Such men, he 
obferves, when firft weaned from the errours 
4 of 
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of Polytheifm, and converted to the belief of 
God, exprelfed fome reluctance againft the 
myftery of the Trinity. Praxeas took advan¬ 
tage of this difpofition of the common people, 
to inculcate his erroneous tenets. His difciples 
boafting that they only were the worfhippers 
of one God, accufed the orthodox believers of 
Tritheifm. Such was their weaknefs as not to 
difcern that by confounding the perfons of the 
Deity, and making Jefus Chrift the foie God, 
they ran into a palpable errour, and that the 
creed of the church properly explained, was 
the true faith. The Latin converts of Praxeas, 
whom he had made in Italy, and the Greek 
whom he had made in Afia, repeated the terms 
of theology which he perverted, with as much 
clamour and vehemence, as if they clearly un- 
derftood, and properly maintained them. 

By thus taking an enlarged view of the 
meaning of Tertullian, the paflage is reftored 
to its original fignification. As tranflated by 
the Author of the early Opinions it is an in- 
ftance of invalid proof. In his verfion he 
omits a complete fentence of the text of Ter¬ 
tullian, which is of great importance to the 
general fenfe of the paflage, becaufe it ex¬ 
plains in what an erroneous fenfe the divine 
unity was held by thofe, who in the time of 
' P 3 Tertulliaa 
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Tertullian miftated the catholick faith. This 
omiffion rendered it an eafy talk to turn thp 
general purport of the argument out of its 
natural courfe, and to throw an air of plaufi- 
bility over.a weak opinion. By cutting off 
this.paflage from his lift of proofs, the author 
is deprived of his fundamental fupport; for of 
all the antient evidences which he preffes into 
his fervice, there is no one which he exhibit? 
with more oftentation, which he decorates 
with greater parade of argument, or which he 
introduces with greater confidence of fuccefs, 
The chriftians mentioned by Tertullian as the 
followers of Praxeas were as remarkable for 
their deviation from the opinion of the modern 
Unitarian, as from the true faith of th^ church; 
unlefs the modern Unitarian will reVerfe his 
creed, and maintain him to be God whom he 
labours to prove to have been mere man. If 
he thus becomes the difciple of Praxeas, he 
muft be combated with the weapons with, 
which Praxeas was defeated, and the treatife 
of Tertullian inftead of furnifhing him with 
armour againft the church, will become the 
instrument of his deftrudtion. 

All the authorities which have been confi- 
dered, form a chain of evidence, including 
a period of more than fixty years, which is 

Strong 
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ftrong and clofejy connected. The declarations 
Rated are ftridtly and undeniably to the pur- 
pofe. For it is very particularly to be ob- 
ferved, that the Fathers are not fpeaking of any 
points of chriftianity independent of the faith. 
They are not difcourfing on the prevalence of 
the chriftian morality, or the eftablifhmcnt of 
its pofitive inftitutions, but on the unanimous 
confent of the catholick church in their belief 
in the proper divinity of the Son of , God, as 
conftituting one of the fundamental principles 
of their religion. 

Fortunately for the determination of the 
prefent queftion, we are not obliged to confine 
our inquiries to the church alone for evidence 
of its primitive belief. Although the prophane 
writers furveyed chrillianity with a fuperficiai 
eye, fome fcattered notices of its principles 
piay be collected from their works, which 
however general, are very important. Con¬ 
temporary with Ignatius was the learned and 
accomplifhed Pliny. He found as foon as he 
entered upon the proconfulfhip of Bythinia, 
that chriftianity had prevailed among all ranks 
of its inhabitants. He was officially informed 
pf the grand objedt of their religious folemni- 
ties, as well as of their inftitutions and man¬ 
ners, They met on ftated days before the 
P ^ “ ^awn. 
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“ dawn, and fang choral hymns to Chrift as 
« a God.” 

Contemporary with Juft in Martyr was Lu¬ 
cian the Syrian. In his hiftory of the death of 
Peregrinus he obferves, ,c that the chriftians 

defpife all things, and even death itfelf, in 
“ hopes of immortality. For their firft Legif- 
“ lator made them believe they were all bre- 
“ thren. They adore their crucified Saviour, 
** and live according to the laws of their own 
** religion.” 

In the dialogue entitled Philopatris, which 
is afcribed to Lucian, there is a pafiage which 
more fully exprefles the faith of the chriftians 
of that age. It was the evident defign of the 
writer to ridicule the catholick dodlrines. The 
charadlers introduced as converfing are a chrif- 
tian and a heathen. The former propofes to 
the latter, that inftead of invoking Jupiter, he 
fhould fupplicate ** the moll High God, the 
** Son of the Father, and the Spirit proceeding 
** from the Father.” The heathen replied, 
that this was a belief which he could not 
comprehend. The value of this teftimony 
may rife in the opinion of fome, when it is 
recolledted that fuch was the deference paid to 
it by Socinus, that he efteemed it the moll 
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undeniable evidence which antiquity gave to 
the prevalence of the dodtrine of the Trinity. 

And here we could multiply the number of 
our proofs. We might appeal to the attefta- 
tion given by the chriftians to the worfhip of 
Chrift, when accufed by the Pagans of a de- 
fign to pay divine honour to the relicks of the 
martyred Polycarp. We could advert to the 
pradtife of the Jewifti converts, who in the 
reign of Adrian refided at Jerufalem, and 
maintained Chrift to be God: and we could 
dwell with more copious obfervations upon 
the teftimony of the Emperour Julian, who 
exprefsly maintained that St. John was in¬ 
duced to alfert the divinity of Chrift in his 
gofpel, from obferving that a confiderable 
number of the Greeks and Romans had already 
embraced that opinion. But a minute inquiry 
into thefe important atteftations would demand 
more time than is allowed to difcourfes like 
the prefent. We recommend them to the 
earned attention of thofe who deny the early 
prevalence of the dodtrine in queftion among 
all ranks of chriftians, and we helitate not to 
afk in the fame terms indeed, but not with 
the culpable precipitation of the Jews, •what 
need have we of any further witnefs ? An ap¬ 
peal is made by our opponents to the general 
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opinion of the fir ft chriftians. We have care¬ 
fully inveftigated the proofs for that opinion* 
and find them to be as ftrong and as confiftent 
as can be adduced for the fupport of any fadfc 
in antient hjftory. The witnefles did not col T 
Je<ft their information from vague reports, con¬ 
veyed through fufpicious channels, neither did 
jthey live in places remote from moft of the . 
countries of which they fpeak, or truft to the 
tradition of former ages. Their teftimony.is 
for the moft part, the refult of adtual obferva- 
tion. The friends of the church are fupported 
by their avowed enemies, and thofe who dif- 
agreed upon all other fubjedts, combine to 
eftablifh the argument in queftion, At the fame 
lime that Ignatius vouches for the churches 
on the coa/ls of Alia, Pliny cooperates with 
him by his account of chriftianity in the fpa- 
cious province of Bythinia, Juftiq Martyr 
extended his obfervations frpm Paleftine to 
Rome; Irenasus travelled from Afia to Gatulj 
and Tertullian was well acquainted with the 
congregations of Africa. Within the period of 
time that thefe writers give a ifatement of the 
faith in ajl thefe countries, Lucian does the 
fame for the extenfive kingdom of Pontus, 
and not only brings an additional proof of its 
tyide diffufion, but corroborates the credit of 




writers who afiert its uniformity* Their 

general 


Digitized by 


C ' Ie 



•|:^E RMON- Vh .931 

general* eyjffences give us for that period of 
jtiurie, /in which the corruption has been af¬ 
fected to 4(ave taken place* a diftindt view pf 
^n^nimity in the jnoft remarkable parts pf tfie 
j&tienf: .world r 

To conclude-—The proper confideration qf 
the £iefent fubjedt would lead us into a much 
wider field of difcuflion, than is confident .with 
the limits marked out for difquifitions like the 
prefbnt. Let what has been advanced, be 
thought fufficient to Ihow the weakruds of 
their efforts, who attempt to wreft from the 
church of England the fupport of the primi¬ 
tive chriftians in the faith which (he profeffes. 
We have reviewed the cleared proofs that the 
apoftolical Fathers maintained the nature of 
Chrift to be human and divine ; that he was 
Gbd incarnate; that the incommunicable attri¬ 
butes of omnifcience and omnipotence, and the 
divine prerogatives of glory, praife, and power, 
are frequently and fully afcribed to him, 


We have feen the weaknefs of the afper- 
fions thrown upon Juftin Martyr ; we have 
remarked that he built his faith neither upon, 
the profound difquifitions of Plato, nor the 
airy fpeculations of Philo j but upon the folid 
and clear $eftimony of the apoftles and evan- 
- T". -3' gelifts: 
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gelifls ; and that every page of his Works is 
expreffive of the fame exalted ideas of the Son 
of God. We have obferved that the authority 
of Irenaeus, in a particular paflage, is fufficient 
to decide the point in queftion; and that the 
Pagan writers, among whom the Emperour 
Julian ought particularly to be diftinguifhed, 
are important and con Alien t witnefles of the 
truth of our aflfertions. 

Thus the friends and the enemies of chrif- 
tianity have concurred to record in general the 
prevalence of that faith, which has been illuf- 
trated in detail. The fentiments, therefore, of 
the primitive church appear to have been 
unanimous j and vain is it for the gainfayer to 
attempt to eftablifh a difference among thole, 
who, influenced by the power of the fame 
truth, united in the moll perfect harmony. 
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. 2 Timothy III. 15. 

All Scripture is given by infpiration of God. 

T HE glad tidings of the gofpel were 
neither confined to the Jewifh people, 
nor to the generation which was eminently 
honoured by the appearance of the Meffiah. 
It was the great objcdt of his million to efta- 
Mifh a church colletted from the various parts 
of the world, and to extend its duration from 
age to age. Chriftianity was manifeftly de- 
ligned by its great Author for an eternal mo¬ 
nument of the divine will, intended to furvive 
the decay of human inftitutions, and to efcap# 
even from the wreck of empires, uninjured 
and triumphant. This was the light appointed 
to fhine upon every one that cometh into the 
world, that all fiejh might fee the falvation 
of God . 
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In order therefore that an intention fo gfa-* 
cious and beneficial, might be moil effectually 
fulfilled, the hiftory of our Saviour, the tranf* 
aCtionS of the apoftlds after His a&enfion, dnd 
their inftruCtions upon particular emergencies, 
Were committed to writing j by which expe* 
dient, the purity and* the duration of the 
chriftian principles have undoubtedly- been 
fecured, more particularly if it be corifidered 
that the frequent and fangulnary perfecutions. 
Which raged in the primitive times, endan¬ 
gered the continuance of the faith, and that 
numerous herefies threatened its corruptions 
Even its elcape from thefe eSf^aldrms was 
no fecurity for its final prefervatidh. In paff- 
ing down to fucteffive ages, it was liable to 1 
contract that mixture with falfhood, which is 1 
infeparable from oral tradition, and to lofe by; 
Continued corruptions its original fpirit and' 
purity. _ ’ 


The motives which induced the Sacred Wri¬ 
ters to undertake their literary labours, may in 
fifme degree be afcertained front their' refpec-^ 
tive : fituations. The urgent necefiity of im* * 
preffing the faith with exaCtnefs' on'the'mmds 
of early converts; among whom dFrodrS of aft’ 
alarming tendency had aCtuall^.tkkeh root,'" 
called loudly upon fome of them for written* 

inftruCtions. 
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inftru&ions. Publick as well as private foli- 
ci tat ions induced others to ftamp on their 
writings the indelible characters of Chrifti- 
anity, and place it out of the reach of in¬ 
novation. 

t 

The gofpels and epiftles are intended ftf 
perpetuate the important truths they contain, 
and to fupply the place of thofe holy witnefie* 
whofe names they bear. They breathe the 
fame fpirit of fimplicity, zeal and godlinefs, 
which diftinguiihed their authors, who being- 
dead, yet J"peak; who endeavoured that after 
their deceafe , nee might have thefe things al¬ 
ways in remembrance. They fulfil in a fecon- 
dary, though important fenfe, the gracious pro- • 
mife of our Saviour, that his animating prefence 
fhould continue in his church, for they are with 
us always, even unto the end of the world. 

There is the ftrongeft reafon to conclude, 
that the books of undoubted authority were 
cxpeditioufly circulated. They were not ad- 
drefled to individuals in whofe pofleflion they 
continued in concealment, but to the rulers 
of large congregations j or more ufually tp ' 
large congregations themfelves, before whom 
they were frequently recited. They were com-- 
. municated 
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municated with pious diligence from church 
to church, and their reciprocal notoriety was 
fometimes haftened by apoflolical injunctions. 
Thofe who received them, had full affurance 
of their authenticity from thofe who delivered 
them, and the multiplication of copies not 
only contributed to make them more generally 
known, but effectually fecured them from the 
lafting injuries of interpolation. 

That the gofpels and epiflles were generally 
known foon after they were communicated to 
different churches, may be concluded from 
the interefling nature of their contents. No¬ 
velty in general is calculated to excite atten¬ 
tion. In the prefent cafe, in which novelty 
confifled in the developement of a recent re¬ 
velation of the divine will, the moft eager 
curiofity was roufed into aCtion. The new 
converts likewife fought after thefe authen- 
tick documents of their faith with ardour, 
and divulged them with zeal. They drank 
the waters of life themfelves, and conveyed 
it to the thirfty who were at a diflance. 
The teftimony of hiftory confirms the truth 
of thefe obfervations. The works of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke, which had been for fome 
tipae well known to Chriftian* in general, 
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“were fandtioned by the exprefs concurrence of 
St. John, previous to the compofition of his 
own gofpel, and the moft authentick evidence 
remains, that at a period not later than thirty 
years after his death, all the gofpels were re¬ 
cited on Rated days in the general affemblies 
of the faithful. 

As foon as they were thus divulged, they 
were held in the higheft eRimation, as the 
rule of faith, and practice. They were parti¬ 
cularly confulted by teachers to confirm their 
admonitions, by difputants to eftablifh their 
arguments, and by apologifls to vindicate their 
caufe. For fuch fupport, Clement, Ignatius, 
Polycarp, Juftin Martyr and Irenasus were 
eminently indebted to them. The attestations 
which they afforded to thofe books of fcrip- 
ture, which they had occafion to cite, are 
curious and important, as they furnifh a Rrong 
argument for their integrity and authenticity. 
Many paffages are very limilar, others exadtly 
reprefent thofe which occur in our prefent 
copies. From what is known, conclufions 
may fairly be drawn refpedting that which is 
not. Hence it may be prefumed, that the 
revolutions of feventeen centuries have left 
the New Teflament in the fame Rate as in 
the primitive times. The difficulty of inter¬ 
op mediate 
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mediate corraption has not only been increafed 
in proportion to the multiplication of copies, 
but in proportion likewife to the number of 
thofe who inferted any part of the lacred text 
into their writings. Hence an argument is 
furniflied, that the ftream which was not pol¬ 
luted at the fountain head, (till runs pure and 
uncontaminated. If we are able to prove that 
it was not polluted at the fountain head, by 
| (hewing that the early Fathers ufed and quoted 
our fcriptures, a complete and unbroken chain 
of evidence might be formed, and no genera¬ 
tion be left without witnelles to the genuine- 
nefs of the Chriftian records. 

I. Since this inveftigation is fo curious and 
important, an attempt will be made to remove 
the objections raifed againft the high proba¬ 
bility of the apoftolical Fathers having ufed 
our gofpels. 

II. It is intended to (hew that the apofto¬ 
lical Fathers, as well as Juftin Martyr and 
Irenaeus, made quotations from mod of the 
epiftles. 

III. The perfuation of the primitive church 
that the facred writers were divinely inlpired, 
will be (hown; and the reafbnablenefs of the 

perfuafion 
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perfuafion will be confirmed by additional ar¬ 
guments! 

The noble author of the Letters on Hiftory* 
whofe fpecious eloquence is frequently the 
difguife of unfounded affertions, maintains* 
** that the Fathers of the firft century either 
“ made ufe of different gofpels from ours, or 
“ the paffages which refemble thofe that oc- 
** cur in our gofpels, were preferved by un- 
** written tradition. To fay that they had the 
“ works of our evangelifts before them, is a 
** manifeft abufe of hiftory, as they never ex- 
** prefsly mention their namesi” 

It is an objed of importance to examine 
thefe affertions with particular attention, be- 
caufe they include the ftrongeft objections that 
can be brought againft the opinion moil rea- 
fonable to be maintained, refpeCting the early 
reception of the New Teftament. 

The Firft charge to be confidered is, that 
“ the Fathers of the firft century might make 
** ufe of different gofpels from ours/’ 

This fuppofition at firft fight appears highly 
improbable to thofe who recoiled that Poly¬ 
carp was the difciple of St. John, that Ignatius 
0^2 wai 
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was inftruCted by feveral of the apoftles, arid 
that Clement was a fellow labourer'of St. 
Paul, who was accompanied during his travels 
by the evangelift St. Luke. Connexions fo 
intimate with thefe eminent inftrudtors would 
naturally produce a high veneration for their 
fentiments, and a decided and exclufive predi¬ 
lection of their works. Hence arifes the ex¬ 
treme improbability of their having recourfe 
to any other gofpels than fuch as were writteft 
or authenticated by thofe from whom they re¬ 
ceived the firft principles of the faith. 

The improbability becomes much greater if 
.it be conlidered, that the authors of apocry¬ 
phal gofpels were either contemporary with 
the apoftolical Fathers, or lived at a later pe¬ 
riod. If they lived at a later period, the fup- 
pofition of the writer falls weak and incon- 
clufive to the ground : if they were contem¬ 
poraries, the works of thefe heretical writers 
could be immediately referred to their refpec- 
tive fources, and their omiffions or interpola¬ 
tions of the true gofpels be inftantly deteCled 
by being brought to the teft of the uncor¬ 
rupted originals. That this talk was zealoufly 
performed, may fairly be prefumed from the 
frequent allufions which are made to the here- 
lies of Ebion and Cerinthus, and the frequent 
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cautions which are given to guard againft their 
errours. To maintain that the apoftolical Fa¬ 
thers vtere betrayed into the preppfterous and 
weak inconfiftency of borrowing from thofe 
whom they inceflantly attacked, is to give a 
fanCtion to the absurdity of thofe hereticks 
who made Cerinthus the author of St. John’s 
gofpel, when it evidently contains a refutation 
of his principles. 

The objections may now be fairly reduced 
to this dilemma : either the apoftolical Fathers 
derived feveral paflages which occur in their 
remains, from unwritten tradition, or they 
tnade ufe of our gofpels. 

In cafe the objeCtor fuppofed,- that if un¬ 
written tradition was the fource from which 
the apoftolical Fathers derived their informa¬ 
tion, the certainty of the evangelical fadts, or 
the reputation of the evangelifts would be di- 
minifhed, he muft have been intirely ignorant 
of their works, which manifeftly eftablilh the 
one, and encreafe the other. 

For let us grant, that fuch was really the 
cafe. It may even then be afierted up.,n fafe 
grounds, that the apoftolical Fathers contri¬ 
buted no inconfiderable affiftance to eftablifti 

0^3 the 
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the credibility of the gofpel hiftory. Th<> 
leading fadts relative to the Author of Chrif- 
tianity, and the principal topicks of his in- 
ftrudtions, may be clearly colledted from their 
writings. For in them are recorded the mi¬ 
raculous conception of our Lord, the precife 
time of his appearance on earth, his inftitu- 
tions, his commands, the virtues which he 
difplayed, and the duties which he recom¬ 
mended, his exercife of miraculous powers, 
his death, refurredtion, and afcenfion, the im¬ 
portance of his million, the tranfcendant be¬ 
nefits derived to mankind from his fufferings, 
and more efpi-cially a full and pofitive ac¬ 
knowledgment of his divine nature. In con- 
fequence of this detail, which, with many other 
particulars of the fame kind, may be colledted 
from their epiftles, the apoftolical Fathers are 
to be confidered, as witnefies unacquainted 
with the writings of the evangelifts, and de¬ 
riving all their information on religious fuh- 
jedts, from the perfonal inftrudtions of the 
apoftles. The bare fuppofition has the air of 
an abfurdity, but for the fake of the preceding 
conceffion, their ignorance, improbable as it 
is, lhall be allowed. Their remains are even 
in this cafe undeniable vouchers of apoftolical 
confiftency, and prove that the inftrudtions 
and the writings of the infpired teachers, pro¬ 
ceeded 
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■reeded originally from the fame fpirit of divine 
truth. Thus Clement, Ignatius, and Polycarp 
become doubly important as they ftand in re¬ 
lation to the tranfa&ions of our Saviour, and 
to the records of his biographers. From them 
is received an independant detail of actions and 
precepts of the higheft antiquity and refpefta- 
bility, and their general coincidence with the 
evangelifts is as ftrong an evidence for the 
truths of the gofpel, as any atteftation given 
to the narratives of its writers. 

Having thus fhewn that the refult 0/ the 
conceffion would be far from proving unfa¬ 
vourable to the evangelical hiftory, let us 
proceed to prove that the apoftolical Fathers 
quoted our gofpels. 

To grant an opponent fome part of his re- 
quifition is frequently of fmall advantage to 
his caufe. We are willing to allow, that the 
apoftolical Fathers do not exprefs the names of 
the evangelifts. But does it therefore follow 
by any fair inference, that they are not quoted, 
becaufe they are not named ? By no means. 
St. Paul does not name Aratus, Menander, or 
Epimenides, yet it is unanimoufly allowed that 
their expreflions may clearly be traced in his 
epiftles. The antient authors of the letter 
Q^4 from 
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from the churches of Vienne and Lyons, as 
well as Juft in Martyr, maintain a profound 
iilence with refpeCt to the names of the evan- 
gelifts, although the identical fentences of 
fcripture abound in their productions. The 
authenticity of the larger epiftles of Ignatius, 
as well as of the apoftolical conftitutions, has 
been difputed, in confequence of the oftenta-* 
tious and unneceflary mention of the evange- 
lifts. The objections againft them have pro¬ 
ceeded from the violation of a principle, laid 
down by the criticks, that the omifiion of 
names is a ftriking charaCteriftick of the apof¬ 
tolical times. The conduCt of the Fathers 
under confideration, was confident and uni¬ 
form. Continued pages are cited from the 
Old, and various paflages from the New Tef- 
tamentj yet vvhilft the peculiar fentiments 
and ftyle indifputably afcertain the refpeCtive 
writers, their names- are equally omitted. 
Thus the portraits of eminent perfons may 
ftrike the eye with fuch exaCt refemblance, 
that the fpe&ator fcarcely requires to be in¬ 
formed whofe features they arc, which are pre- 
fented to his view. 

But'although the names of the evangelifts 
do not occur, the traces of their gofpels' are 
very numerous and very evident. Ignatius 

mentions 
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mentions the gofpel, as if written, feveral 
times, more particularly in his epiftles to the 
Smyrnaeans, and Philadelphians, In his epiftle 
to the latter, two palfages occur which more 
pointedly indicate the hiftory of our Lord as 
recorded by the evangelifts. In the courfe of 
his cenfures of the Gnofticks, who denied the 
reality of Chrift’s fufferings, he fays* “ That 
“ neither the prophecies, the law of Mofes, 

“ nor the gofpel down to the prefent time had 
“ convinced them of their errours.” “ The 
“ prophets call for attention, but more parti- 
cularly the gofpel in which the paffion and 
** the refurredtion are manifefted to us.” “ Fly 
“ to the gofpel as to the perfon of Chrift, 
“ gnd to the apoftles as the prelbytery of the 
“ church.” By way of illuftration it may be 
remarked that this mode of expreffion cloiely 
Correfponds with the ftyle of the next century, 
when there could be no doubt as to the pre- 
cife import of the word gofpel. Tertullian 
declares “ that from the law, the prophets, 
“ the gofpel, and apoftolical writings, we 
‘‘ ought to learn our faith.” 

From the frequent allufions of the apofto- 
lical fathers, it feems highly probable that 
they refer to a colledtion of thofe books of 
which there was never any doubt in the 
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church, and which appear to have had an ex- 
tenlive circulation, and to have met with an 
early and general reception, among all the 
Chriftian congregations. We are not however 
authorized to make a general and unqualified 
affertion, that the evidence brought in favour 
of this collection, is always clear and equally 
flrong. Clement makes particular and fre¬ 
quent ufq of the gofpel of St. Matthew, and 
of St. Luke. He fometimes exhibits paffages 
of the former with fuch correCtnefs, as to 
give them a claim to be adopted in preference 
to the common readings. If his allufions to 
the latter were diflant and vague, they would 
be rendered in a great degree fixed and deter¬ 
minate, as he has undoubted references to the 
ACts of the Apoftles, which were publifhed 
feme time fubfequent to the former treatife 
addrefled to Theophilus. 

Ignatius and Polycarp took a wider range 
of citation, as the gofpel of St. John was 
publifhed before they wrote. They ftudioufly 
adopted many of his phrafes, and followed his 
train of expreffion. How far the gofpel of 
St. Mark is cited by any of them, it is very 
difficult to determine. The fhades of diflinc- 
tion between what is quoted from his gofpel, 
and from that of St. Matthew are fe flight, 

that 
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that they are frequently liable to be con¬ 
founded by the moft difcerning eye. That 
which is borrowed from the one, may be at¬ 
tributed to the other, without the danger of 
incurring the charge of a want of critical dif- 
cernment from thofe who are converfant with 
the works of Juftin Martyr. The fame am¬ 
biguity of reference is obfervable in Clement, 
as well as in the others. The propriety of af- 
figning to St. Mark fome pafiages quoted in 
Clement’s epiftle, is confirmed by recollecting 
that St. Mark was a difciple of St. Peter, as 
well as Clement, and that his gofpel was 
written at Rome, of which place Clement 
was bifhop, 


If borrowed ideas be cited by an author, 
not in identical, - but correfpondent terms, the 
palfage in which they are found undoubtedly 
conftitutes the elfence of a quotation. This 
appears to have been the opinion of the facred 
writers, who quote the Old Teftament from 
memory, and frequently reprefent the main 
import of a paflage, without confining them- 
felves to literal exprefilons. In the Old Tef¬ 
tament itfelf, the repetition of texts is far 
from being perfectly the fame. The apofto- 
lical Fathers adopted a practice which was au¬ 
thorized by fuch venerable examples, 3$ will 

appear 
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appear from forne very remarkable pallages of 
Clement, Ignatius and Polycarp, in which are 
refpedtively contained the fubltance of a quo*- 
tation from St. Luke, and the exadt words 
both of St. Matthew, and St, John. 

If their opportunities of information be 
confidered, as well as the plain veftiges of the 
evangelical hiftory, which abound in their 
works ; it feems moil reafonable to conclude 
that the apoftolical Fathers made ufe of our 
gofpels j that they mentioned them under cer¬ 
tain general denominations; fometimes adduced 
paffages from them with that vague reprefenta- 
tion which arifes from imperfedt recolledtion, 
and fometimes cited them with that precifion, 
which indicates a recent and affiduous perufal. 
That the paffages before Hated, and many 
others of the fatne kind, which fo precifely 
reprefent the condudt and the fentiments of 
our Lprd were borrowed from tradition, 
amounts to nothing more than a precipitate 
conjecture; whereas, the proof of their being 
derived from our gofpels is built upon ftrong 
and fatisfadtory arguments. 

The affiftance received from the 'epiftles of 
the facred writers for the eftablifhment of the 
faith, and the regulation of pradtice, is evident 

1 from 
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from the continual ufe made of them by the 
primitive writers. The firft epiftle to the 
Corinthians is exprefsly afcribed to St. Paul 
by Clement* Polycarp makes plain allufions 
to the Philippians, and TheJTalonians; and 
refers, under the appellation of holy fcriptures, 
to the epiftle to the Ephefians, as well as to 
the other works which at that time compofed 
the apoftolfcal canon. The epiftle to the Ro¬ 
mans, as may be collected from the teftimony 
of Tertullian, was preferved in the archives 
of their church, when Clement prefided over 
it. His allufions to it are numerous and clear. 
So great has been his accuracy in ftating fome 
expreffions, that an eminent editor of the 
Greek Teftament has been enabled to correct 
feveral corrupt readings, which the negligence 
of tranfcribers had introduced into many co¬ 
pies of that epiftle. His allufions and direct 
citations are likewife very ftrong and impor¬ 
tant proofs of the early notoriety and credit of 
the epiftle to the Hebrews. 

From the particular epiftles which are ex¬ 
prefsly named, or clearly referred to, fome- 
times the train of argument in different words, 
and fometimcs the- exadt expreffions are de¬ 
rived. The practice refpedting many others is 
ptecifely the fame. Many of the other epiftles, 

though 
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though lefs clearly referred to, appeat not- 
withftanding to have been imitated by thele 
writers. Numerous palTages occur in which 
the epiftolary phrafes are accommodated to 
new fubje&s, and incorporated with the Rile 
of each writer. In Clement and Ignatius, may 
more particularly be difcerned evident traces 
of St. Paul. The adoption of his fentiments 
communicates peculiar animation to their 
thoughts, and energy to their language. They 
delight in the amplification of his ideas, and 
that they expand them with confiderable fuc- 
cefs is evident from feveral pafiages. 

We have feen from the preceding obferva- 
tions, that the difciples of the apoftles were 
well acquainted with the greater part of the 
lacred writings. Among their immediate de- 
fcendants, no one was more eminent for zeal 
in the caufe of chriftianity, or faithful attes¬ 
tation to its records, than Juft in Martyr. He 
fpeaks of the works of the evangelifts, under 
the general denomination of memoirs and gof- 
pels. He follows the example of his prede- 
celfors in the omifiion of names, and cites the 
precepts of the gofpel, as the exprefs injunc¬ 
tions of Chrift himfelf. Of the numerous 
fcriptural palTages which occur in his works, 
many convey general fentiments without an 

adherence. 
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adherence to literal expreflions, and many re- 
prefent them with conliderable precifion. 

During the age in which this writer flou¬ 
rished, the gofpels were publickly recited on 
the Lord’s day in the aflemblies of the Chrif- 
tians. This curious faCt afcertains the high 
antiquity of a cuftom which has prevailed 
throughout the univerfal church. It likewife 
proves the great eftimation and wide diffusion 
of the gofpels, lo early as the middle of the 
fecond century. 

Irenaeus, bifliop of Lyons, the author of an 
elaborate confutation of the Gnoftick herefies, 
left an ample account of the New Teftament, 
tvhich he calls with peculiar propriety of dif- 
tinCtion, the evangelical and apoflolical wri¬ 
tings. He affigns many reafons for the gofpels 
being only four in number, and his citations 
of them are very copious. He relates, the dif¬ 
ferent occafions on which they were com- 
pofed, gives diftinCt characters of the evange- 
lifts, and proves that their endowments for 
their undertakings were imparted from on 
high. It is particularly to be remarked, that 
he ufually mentions the name of the author 
from whom he derives his fcriptural authori¬ 
ties i becaufe the practice of this writer fixes 

the 
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the era of formal quotation. The fucceeding 
Fathers of the church followed this example 
with little variation, and it is much to be re¬ 
gretted that fo explicit a mode of reference 
was not introduced at a more early, period, 
that every circumftance might have concurred 
to place the atteftation of the apoftolical Fa¬ 
thers intirely out of the reach of cavil and 
controverfy. The books which Irenafus fo 
particularly defcribes and fo fully quotes, muft 
have been received from his immediate prede- 
ceffors ; from none of whom he is fo likely to 
have received them as from Polycarp, who 
was his preceptor, and the friend of Ignatius. 
In thefe apoftolical Fathers we find paflages 
fimilar to expreflions in our gofpels. The 
conclufion therefore is, that they, as well as 
the perfons to whom they afterwards com¬ 
municated the facred books, have quoted the 
New Teftament. 


i 

Having taken a curfory furvey of the evi¬ 
dence given by the moft authentick writers of 
the firft and fecond centuries to the New 
Teftament, it is now proper to draw the 
line of diferimination between thofe parts 
of it, which they cite, and thofe, which 
they omit. 
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The allufions to the gofpels of St. Mat-; 
thew, St. Luke, and St. John, even in the 
apoftdlical Fathers, are Very clear. St. Mark 
may not be fo confpicuous, for reafons already 
given. By Juft in and IrenaeuS all the four are 
fully and fatisfadforily quoted. Of the Adts 
of the Apoftles, the citations are very foil, 
particularly in the epiftle of Clement, the 
apologies and dialogue of Juftin Martyr, and 
the treatife of Irenaeus. The revelation of St. 
John is accurately defcribed by Juftin Martyr, 
and frequently quoted by Irenxus. All foch 
notices muft appear very important and valua¬ 
ble, when we confider with proper attention 
the integrity of the writers, their high anti¬ 
quity, and their favourable opportunities of 
information. 

Among the epiftles thofe which are moft 
ufed are the epiftles to the Corinthians. The 
epiftle to the Hebrews was evidently well 
known to Clement. All the reft are either 
alluded to, or exprefsly cited, except the epif¬ 
tles to Titus and Philemon: thp epiftle of 
James, the fecond of Peter, the fecond and 
third of John, and the epiftle of St. Jude, are 
omitted by all thefe writers. For this filence 
it is not difficult to affign fatisfadtory reafons. 
The fmgllnefs and private nature of the epiftle 
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to Philemon, might prevent it from being 
cited.. The third, if not the fecond epiftle of 
St. John, was written to a private perfon, and 
might remain for fome time unknown to the 
church at large. The remotenefs of Crete 
retarded the circulation of the epiftle to Titus, 
and as the original copies of the catholick 
epiftles belonged to no church in particular, 
it might not in the infancy of the church be 
eafy to afcertain their authenticity. 

How many of the above-mentioned epiftles 
were known to the primitive Fathers, it is dif¬ 
ficult to afcertain. It is highly improbable 
that they were unacquainted with all of them. 
The curious and minute obferver, from the 
frequent ufage of fome remarkable words, 
may contend that Ignatius had read the epiftle 
to Philemon, as well as that addrefied to Ti¬ 
tus ; and from a fimilarity of thought, he may 
conclude that Irenaeus, when he wrote the 
paftage in his treatife on the Gnoftick herefies, 
relative to the efficacy of good works, recol- 
ledted the epiftle of St. James. 

Among other reafons for which we have 
reafon to regret the lofs of feveral works of 
Juftin Martyr* may be mentioned, the im¬ 
portant teftimony, which they would probably 
. ,4 have 
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have afforded to our gofpels and epiftles. If 
the epiftles of Polycarp had alone efcaped the 
ravages of time, they would have furnifhed 
ample, and perhaps fufficient proofs of the 
early notoriety and credit of the facred wri¬ 
tings ; fince in his remaining epiftle, Ihort as 
it is, he refers to more than half the pro¬ 
ductions of which the New Teftament is 
compofed. 

No diftince of time, no remotenefs of place, 
prevented the unanimous appeal which thefe 
writers made to the original fcriptures. Their 
atteftations give and receive mutual confirma¬ 
tion and mutual luftre, Clement flourilhed at 
Rome, Ignatius at Antioch, Polycarp at Smyr¬ 
na, Juftin Martyr in Syria and Rome, and 
Irenaeus in Gaul. If circumftances confpired 
to bring fome of them acquainted with each 
other, their integrity and piety exclude the 
flighted: fuppofition that they entertained an 
unreafonable prejudice in favour of the New 
Teftament, or united to raife its credit by dis¬ 
honourable combination. Rejecting all other 
records, which were invented only to give a 
plaufible fanCtion to herely, they unanimoufly 
received thole which were ltamped with the 
image, and marked with the fuperfcription of 
truth. One was not a preacher of the gofpel 
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of Ebion, and another an advocate for thd 
theogony of the Gnofticks. ^hey followed not 
cunningly devifed fables, but built upon the 
foundation of the apoftles , ’Jefus Ckrift bimfdf 
being the chief corner ftone. 

The gofpels and epiftles are never intro¬ 
duced with helitation or apprehenfion, left 
doubts ihould arife in the minds of Chriftians 
relative to their authority. Appeal is made to 
them, as to a facred and immoveable ftandard 
of truth, which is eftabiifhed by the confent 
of all. The language therefore of the early 
Fathers, is the language of the church. With 
one Voice they proclaim the reception of the 
fcripfcureS, and with one consent revere them, 
and them alone, as authentick and facred. 

To confirm thefe obfervatidns 'It is proper 
to remark, that the epiftle of Clement was 
Written not only with the approbation, but in 
the name of the whole church of Rome. Po¬ 
lycarp addrefled the Philippians in conjunction 
with all the prelbyters of Smyrna. The epi¬ 
fties of Ignatius were written under the in- 
fpeftion of the companions Of his painful 
journey from Antioch to Rome, and of the 
Chriftians whom he vilited bythe way. Juf- 
tin Martyr in his apologies, makes a publick 
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- addrefs to the emperours in vindication of the 
whole b ody of Chriftians. The confutation of 
,the Gnoftick herefy by Irenajus, derives its 
greatell authority and weight from fuppofing 
-that he fpeaks the prevailing language* and 
adduces the general arguments of the church. 

Of 'the uniformity of faith Which may be 
©bferved in the pallors as well as in their 
flocks, it is curious to afcertain the eaufe. 
The univerlal reception of the fame facred 
books, is an obvious and fatisfa&ory reafon 
among others. The high regard paid to thefe 
books was founded on a general perfuafion, 
that the authors of them mote under the im- 
-mediate influence of divine infpiration. “ The 
** Word who was the creator of the univerfe, 

** who fitteth upon the cherubim, and up- 
•** holdeth all things, eyen he who was mani- 
“felltathe world, hath given to us .a fourfold 
:** gofpel, .which is commufiicated by the iholy 
♦‘dpirit.” 

This peefuaflon fo fublimely expressed in 
the words of Iraeneus, which was common to 
?the church .at large, was rational and judi- 
•cious. Itarofe.partly from the.harmony.which 
prevailed between the apoftolical writings, and 
' the apoltolical tradition, which for no incon- 
-■> . R 3 fiderahle ' 
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fiderable period faithfully reprefented the prin¬ 
ciples of Chriftianity * and partly from the 
miraculous powers which were enjoyed by 
the apoftles on every occafion that was inftan- 
taneoufly or ultimately conducive to the inte- 
refts of the gofpel. 

They had alfo a more Jure ’word of prophecy 
to eflablifh this conviction, for our Lord kindly 
anticipating the imminent conflernation of his 
difciples, and gracioufly defiring to fupply his 
own abfence by adequate comforts promifed 
that the holy fpirit fhould bring all things to 
their remembrance. Hence. they were armed 
with courage equal to every outward danger, 
and endued with knowledge equal to every, in¬ 
tellectual difficulty. The holy fpirit revived 
in their minds the precepts of their Lord, and 
completed the fcheme of evangelical inftruc- 
tion. As its affiftance was extended to every 
branch of the apoftolical million, an exaCt 
narrative of our Lord’s conduCt and tranfaCtions, 
neceffarily formed a grand and important ob¬ 
ject of its infallible communications. 

The expediency of the divine interference 
to preferve the writings of the apoftles from 
inaccuracy and mifreprefentation may ftrike us 
wi^h greater force, if we examine the nature 
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of hiftorical evidence to the truth of fads and 
opinions. 

Fidelity of defcription, and accuracy of nar¬ 
rative, are highly neceflary for him who un¬ 
dertakes to record the tranfadions of antient 
times. Yet of the writers who are eminent 
for their hiftorical productions, many, have 
been betrayed into inconfiftency and* contra¬ 
diction. The unwearied diligence of Plutarch, 
the elaborate concifenefs of Tacitus, the ex- 
tenfive refearches of Dion Caflius and of Jo- 
fephus, did-not fecure them againft occafional 
deviations from truth. If their talents, how¬ 
ever refpedable, and their erudition, however 
profound, left them ftill expofed to errourj 
what caufe lefs than fupematural can be af- 
figned why men, remarkable for defed of edu¬ 
cation and flownefs of apprehenfion, as the 
difciples of Chrift were, ftiould be qualified to 
give a ftatement of fads altogether harmo¬ 
nious and confident, and to reach the height 
of hiftorical excellence which was unattainable 
by fuperiour minds ? 

The apoftles have not only avoided errour, 
with regard to fads, but mifreprefentations, 
with regard to opinions. To the general con- 
dud of the writers of old, they have fumifhed 
R 4 a ftriking 
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a ftriking and illuftrioos exception- Every 
admirer of antient philofpphy laments, how 
often in his fearch after the chara&eriftic 
marks of any particular led. he finds himielf 
bewildered in the labyrinth of uncertainty. The 
carelefs writer may blend thofe tenets, which 
as they are totally different in their nature, and 
derived from diftinff fources, ought to' be 
kept for fever feparate. The neglect of accu¬ 
rate inquiry, may not unfairly be imputed to 
Plutarch, when he afierts that Plato held the 
dodrine of a good and an evil principle. The 
&me fault is likewife to be irhpufed to that 
fublime philofopher himfelf, who, hurried away 
by too, great an eagernefs to dignify a favourite 
fyntiment with the authority of a celebrated 
name, afforded grounds for juft complaint to 
Socrates, who accufed him of having con¬ 
founded his tenets with thofe of preceding 
fages. Nor can the great Ariftotle, notwith¬ 
standing the depth of his underftanding, find 
the extent of his knowledge, be freed' froth a 
fimilar charge. He has afferted, that the Deity 
of Zenophanes was corporeal, although the 
tenour of his arguments plainly lead to the 
oppofite fcohclufiori. Now, after fhefe devia¬ 
tions from , accurate' rcprefentatihii in mert of 
the moft enlarged and enlightened minds, who 
could difcern the nice diftinffions of meta- 
; ; : phyfical 
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phyfical principles, and feel the neceffity of 
bating them with exadtnefs, how Was it pof- 
fible that the illiterate fifhermen of Galilee 
could communicate, Without fupernatural af- 
fiftanee, the precife rules of the moll perfedfc 
ethkrks; and the fubfime doftrines of the moil 
rehhed theology ? 

To fix the degree of mfpifation Which was 
imparted to the writers of the New Tefta-r 
rhent, is an dbje£t of fhuch greater confe- - 
tjuenee than to explain the method in which 
it was conveyed. That the apoitles were con- 
ftantly under the divine influence, that fuch 
influence extended to fcritpuldus cdrte&nefs ill 
every particular^ and rendered them perfectly 
infallible iri the writings they have left us, is 
an opinion which its advocates will find it dif¬ 
ficult to eftablifh. Aware of the many objec¬ 
tions which may be brought againft them, it 
is hot for fuch in hypothefis that we ought 
precipitately to contend. There fettns how- 
evfer riothihg repugnaht to reafort, ndthing in- 
cdnfiftent with the circvkmliancea bf the cafe 
in ftippdfingi that the Holy Spirit gdarded the 
fecred writers from errour ih the grand out¬ 
lines of their narration, in the ftatement of 
precepts, and the developement of dodtrines. 

A divine 
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A divine affiftanee thus favourably im¬ 
parted, feems to have anlwered the great end 
of its communication without extending to 
the revelation of other points. It at once ac¬ 
counts fatisfadtorily for thofe flight deviations 
from exadt uniformity which the advocates of 
infidelity have magnified into apparent im¬ 
portance, and difplayed with oftentatious pa¬ 
rade. In the more minute cjrcumflances of 
fadts, the facred writers are left to the re- 
fources of their own unaflifted memory and 
experience, and confequently are reduced to 
the level of all other credible hiftorians. Upon 
thofe momentous points which contribute to 
form an infallible rule and ftandard of faith 
and practice, they were guided by the hand of 
divine wifdom into all truth, and foar to a 
height of credibility which no human writer 
can attain. 

He who perufes the feriptures with the 
flighteft degree of attention, ipuft be ftruck 
by a radical peculiarity of narrative and fen- 
timent. There is fometimes a greatnefs of 
thought which furpafles the conceptions of 
human genius, and fometimes an unaffedted 
artleffnefs, which attradls by its novelty, and 
delights by its fweetnefs. Confidered folely as 
compofitions calculated to pleafe the fancy by 
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lively - reprefen tations, to fatisfy the judgment 
by exadt probability, and intereft the feelings 
by affedting reprefen tations, they deferve to 
Jhare our attention with the claflical remains 
of Greece and Rome. In the works of die 
evangel ifts may be found inftances of that 
captivating fimplicity of narration, which we 
admire in Xenophon; and in the epillles of 
St. Paul, are many examples of that fublime 
impetuofity of argument, which we applaud 
in Demofthenes. Here however the fimilarity 
muft end. One circumftance there is, in 
which the New Teftamen t rifes to an eleva¬ 
tion, which no other book can reach. Here 
prefides the majefty of Truth in unadorned 
but awful Hate, and never turns afide to the 
blandifhments of Flattery, nor liftens to the 
whifpers of Defamation. Here alone fhe pre- 
ferves the fame benign but unchangeable af- 
pedt, and points with equal impartiality, to 
the apoftles at one time, deferting Chrift, and 
at another, rifquing life by the bold profeffion 
of his gofpel; to Peter now protefting his un¬ 
alterable fidelity, and now denying his Lord. 

Every fincere chriftian will contemplate 
this charadteriftick with fentiments of vene¬ 
ration and delight, and will think it a pre¬ 
sumptive argument, that when he perufes 
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fcripture, the place whereon he ftands is holy 
ground. He regards thofe who deny its cekf- 
tial origin for the fake of reducing its contents 
to the low ftandard of their own degrading 
opinion, as audacious and deluded innovators, 
whofe temerity excites his aftoniihment, and 
whofe infatuation awakens his pity. Satisfied 
with the external as well as internal evidence, 
he receives with implicit confidence this in¬ 
valuable treafure, and confidcrs infpiration as 
the angelic k guard placed by heaven around 
the book of life, to fecure it from the attacks 

of prefumptuous and afpiring man. 
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Hr brews XII. i. 

Wherefore feeing we are compajfed about with 
ft great a Cloud of Witneffes, let us lay ajide 
every Weighty and the §in which doth fi 
eafily befet us; and let us run with Patience 
the Race that is fet before us j looking unto 
fefuSy the Author and Finijher of our Faith. 


I T may he remarked in all political inftitu- 
tions, that laws are never heard with fa 
much attention, nor obeyed with fo much ala¬ 
crity, as immediately after their firft promul¬ 
gation. Their obfervance is more agreeable to 
the inclinations of mankind at that, rather 
than any fubfequent period of time, by reafcn 
©f the comparifon made between the advan¬ 
tages which they fecure, and the urgent in¬ 
conveniences which they remove. Thia ob^- 
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forvation will be found to hold good not only 
in political but religious eftablifhments, for 
Chriftianity itfelf was never embraced with 
more genuine fincerity, nor adorned with more 
pure morals, than during the earlieil ages of the 
church. The perfedt freedom of the gofpel 
became the moft valuable acquidtion to thofo 
who had laboured under the yoke of the Jewifli 
pr Pagan ceremonies; and the dreary profpedts 
of fuperflition were eagerly exchanged for the 
glorious light of life and immortality. 

The view of fociety and manners which 
ecclefiaftical hiftory prefents during the pri¬ 
mitive times, is particularly worthy of atten¬ 
tion. We behold the church deriving its 
eftablifhment from the apoftles, and even from 
Chrift himfelf, diftinguifhed equally .from the 
Pagans, who were its avowed enemies, and 
from the hereticks, who were its infidious 
friends. To the former, in its publick re- 
monftrances it was ingenuous without \yeak- 
nefs, and prudent without difiimulation; to 
the latter, in its confutations of their errours, 
it was condefcending without timidity, and 
refolute without harfhnefs. Regardlefs of the 
diflindtions of rank or fortune, it invited all to 
take refuge from the corruptions of idolatry in 
its hofpitable afylum, and to participate the 

comfort 
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comfort of prefent tranquillity, and the hope 
of future happinefs. Its pallors, eminent for 
virtue and learning, taught with the confi¬ 
dence of full conviction thofe doCtrines, which 
they received from the moil indifputable au¬ 
thority; and made the edification of then: 
flocks the mofl important objedt of their 
ambition. Their power was exercifed for the 
moil falutary purpofes, and they laboured with . 
unremitting afliduity for the correction of tin¬ 
ners, the reconciliation of enemies, and the 
converfion of infidels. No variation prevailed 
in the reftriCtions of difcipline, or the confef- 
fion of faith, fince one fyflem of government 
and one creed were not only adopted by the 
members of the fame church, but by all the 
churches difperfed throughout the world. 

Such uniformity appears the more extraor¬ 
dinary, when we recolleCt that it was not 
promoted by the machinations of human po¬ 
licy, nor enforced by the authority of the civil 
power: for this was the period, during, which 
Chriflianity was fupported merely by its own 
native ftrength, and made the mofl rapid ad¬ 
vances towards a complete eliablifhment amid 
the threats of legal prohibitions, and the in-, 
tolerance of polytheifin. The vigorous tree 
planted by the Son. of God flourifhed and call; 
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its grateful fhade over the nations; whilft by 
the ftrength of its roots and the firmnefs of its 
bulk it furyived the repeated violence of winds 
and florins. 

The converfion of the Emperour Conftan- 
tine was eminently fayourable to the church j 
for from that glorious event fhe dated the ori¬ 
gin of her external fplendour, and her fecurity. 
TheChriftians, however, who had been trained 
in the rigid fchool of perfecution to the exer- 
cife .of every diftinguifhed virtue, were fuc- 
ceeded by thofe who felt the pernicious effects 
of profperity. The purity of their morals was 
gradually flained with licentioufnefs, their har¬ 
mony was broken by unedifying deputations, 
and the vigour of their difcipline was relaxed 
by irrefolution. 

The clouds of bigotry in die middle ages 
overfpread the world, and the inftitutions, 
opinions and ceremonies, which were then 
by degrees introduced, not only encumbered 
Chriflianity with ufelefs appendages, but 
caufed a heavy depreffion of the powers of 
the mind. A long night of intellectual dark- 
nefs prevailed, before ipankind were fuffi- 
ciently rouied from the dreams of fuperflition 
to accomptiih an aufpicious reformation. 

i Whether 
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Whether we confider the various caufes 
that gave rife to this event, or the means by 
which it was accomplifhed; the extenfive field 
of adtion which it opened to the underftanding, 
by the expulfion of fpiritual tyranny, the ex¬ 
traordinary difcoveries which preceded, or the 
matchlefs exertions of intellect which followed, 
it may fairly be confidered as one of the greateft 
occurrences recorded in the annals of time. 
True fcience derived its origin from this re¬ 
iteration of true Chriftianity, and learning, 
which had lhared its corruption and decay, 
arofe with new vigour on its revival. Their 
aflbciation not only afforded mutual fupport, 
but proved that reafon, when advanced to the 
higheft ftate of improvement, is moft congenial 
with revelation, and that the latter never ap¬ 
pears to more advantage, than when viewed 
by the ftrongeft light which the former can 
impart. The benefits likewife conferred on 
fociety at large were fimilar to thofe which 
had been happily experienced during the firft 
propagation of the gofpel. The facred oracles 
were laid open to all, and the fulleft opportu¬ 
nities were afforded to the laity as well as the 
clergy, of becoming acquainted with the pure 
and uncorrupted principles of duty. Nor was 
this the only feature of refemblance to the 
antient times; for the general conformity of 
S our 
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our eftablifhment to the primitive church has 
been celebrated by its own members at home, 
and its admirers abroad, as its moft illuftrious, 
and moft diftinguifhing charadteriftick. 

Prepared by a clofe and ardent perufal of* 
fcripture, and imprelfed with due refpedl for 
the authority of the early Fathers, as its moft 
faithful interpreters, the great Reformers of 
England came forth to execute their pious 
talk. Their judgment was confpicuous both 
in expunging from the proteftant ritual a long 
train of unedifying ceremonies, and in retain¬ 
ing the moft decorous ufages of worfhip. We 
feel a pious fatisfadtion in contemplating and 
enumerating the falutary effedts of their la¬ 
bours, more particularly as long experience 
has afforded ample proofs of their infeparable 
connexion with the beft and moft exalted in- 
terefts of the nation. 


The plan of our religious inftitutions was 
formed by fervent piety, and executed with 
profound judgment. The fundamental articles 
of the faith, which they preferibe, are ftridtly 
confident with fcripture, are recommended by 
the belief of the antient Fathers, and ratified 
by the decrees of the moft refpedtable coun¬ 
cils. The facred edifices, whilft they are di¬ 
verted 
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vei/ted of the gawdy decorations, and puerile 
ornaments of Popery, are furnilhed with thofe 
appendages which give dignity to publick 
worfliip, and diftinguifh the functions of its 
minifters from ordinary occupations. A code 
of devotional exercifes is eftablifhed, far fupe- 
riour to all other facred compofitions of hu-. 
man origin for fimple energy of language,, 
pure fervour of piety, and evangelical tenour 
of fentiment. For thefe diftinguifhing quali¬ 
ties it is principally indebted to thofe venera¬ 
ble forms of fupplication, which were breathed 
from the lips of faints and martyrs, and con- 
fecrated to the fervice of the church by holy 
men of the earlieft ages. It gives the moll 
expreflive and pathetick utterance to the wants 
and defireS of the devout fuppliant, and ena¬ 
bles him to fulfil with perfedt confiftency, the 
various duties of rational and Heady devotion. 
Engaged in the repetition of our prayers, he 
avoids the wild rhapfodies of the Methodift, 
and the cold addrefles of the Prelbyterian. 
Thus he is freed from the irregularity and ab- 
ruptnefs of extemporaneous effufions, which 
are unknown until the moment they are ut¬ 
tered, and which as foon as uttered, the judg- 
men of the critick 'rnuft always condemn as 
incoherent, and the confcience of the pious 
muft frequently rejedt as unfcriptural. The 
S 2 hierarchy, 
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hierarchy, deriving its origin from the apoftles, 
is confirmed by primitive ufage, and recom¬ 
mended by the utility of clerical gradations. 
The political conftitution of the country, in. 
return for the alliance which it has formed 
with the church, derives from the aflbciation 
additional fecurity for the obfervance of the 
laws, and the prefervation of* order. The 
unmolefted profeflion and free exercife of their 
particular worfhip are allowed to all who 
diflent from the eftablilhment. The prudent 
toleration which is allowed, equally avoids 
the dangerous extremes of cruel perfecution, 
which breaks the ties of charity; and of that 
unbounded indulgence, which may convert 
religion into an engine of ambition. Thus 
pious in her profeffions, uncorrupt in her in- 
Ritutions, and judicious in her reftraints, our 
church.is to the fedtarift no real ftumbling- 
block, and to the fceptick no more than ima¬ 
ginary fooliihnefs. 

While we furvey in our own religious in- 
fiitutions the fundamental articles of belief, 
and principles of government, which diftin- 
guilhed the antient Chriftians ; while we re- 
cognife in our forms of prayer the traces of 
their devotion, and pradtife the decent rites 
which they inftituted $ we declare by our 
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conformity the greateft approbation of theif 
conduit and fentiments upon fubjedts the moil 
important. We are alfo more forcibly im- 
prefled by the propriety of our refearcRes into 
the means by which they propagated the 
faith j and we moreover feel a greater (atisfac- 
tion in difplaying their virtues, and in vindi¬ 
cating them from the mifreprefentation of' 
prejudiced and tincandid writers. 

Attentive to the voice of antiquity, and fo-‘ 
licitous for the honour of our religion, we 
have endeavoured to invalidate the objections . 
of the Hijiorian of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire t and to redtify his deviations 
from truth. 

The proofs in favour of the continuance of 
miracles for fome time after the death of the 
apoftles, remain in full force, notwithflanding 
the ingenuity which was exerted to fhake 
their credibility. They are deftitute neither of 
the arguments, nor the authority of modern 
writers to fupport them, and if the fcepticifm, 
injudicioufly imputed to the prefent age, be fo - 
ftubborn, and deeply rooted in the minds of 
Gibbon and of Middleton ; from a number of 
thofe whofe opinions are more flexible by the 
force of evidence, we may feledt Molheim and 
S 3 Jortin. 
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Jortin. Thefe are writers who cannot fairly 
be accufed either of bigotry or credulity; and 
if any difcuffion ought to be decided by the 
foie voice of authority, where can the eccle- 
fiaftical ftudent, in the wideft extent of his 
refearches, find more candour, deeper learning, 
or more found and difpaffionate judgment ? 

The apologies of the primitive Chriftians 
have been fet in’ a proper light, and their fub- 
jeits appear to have been more judicioufly 
chofen, than the blindnefs of prejudice and 
the faftidioufnefs of criticifm were inclined to 
admit. The writers of them deferve to bq 
reftpred to the rank to which former ages had 
raifed them, and they ought alfo to be con- 
fidered as important allies in the fervicq of 
Chriftianity. 

The primitive Chriftians are reftored to the 
ftation fo eminently due to their merit, and 
from the number of their virtues, which we 
have endeavoured to elucidate, we may fairly 
conclude, that their motives were more pure 
than the Hjftorian has reprefented. Even 
' their avowed enemies have left us ample tef- 
timonies of their exemplary conduit, and we 
cannot venture, without the juft imputation 
of the moft unreafonable prejudice, to depre¬ 
ciate 
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ciate the characters which they have drawn. 
The candour of the prefent age might rea- 
fonably be called in queftion if we withheld 
that tribute to merit, which was chearfully 
paid by a Lucian and a -Julian; 

If our reprefentations be conformable to the 
evidence of antient writers, what becomes of 
that ftate of fcepticifm which the Hiftorian 
has defcribed as propitious to the diffufion of 
Chriftianity ? It is found to have exifted only 
among the philofophers, and the fmall circle 
to which their opinions were confined ; and 
confequently fupplies a very inadequate idea 
of the general difpofition of their contem¬ 
poraries. 

We have developed the various caufes of 
antient perfecution, and fhown that the mag¬ 
nanimity of the followers of Jefus was tried 
by the mod painful tortures. It has appeared 
in direCt contradiction to the affertions of the 
Hiftorian, how little Paganifm encouraged the 
advances of Chriftianity by an indifference to 
fuperftitious eftablifhments. We have obfer- 
ved that the heathen affumed a fierce and low¬ 
ering afpeCt, and menaced the approach of the 
believer with outrage and even with death ; 
that Perfecution unfheathed her fword, and 
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compelled the innocent martyr either to offer 
incenfe upon the altar of her Gods, or to fell 
a bleeding victim at her feet. 

By a particular difeuffion of fome affettions 
of this Historian, which materially affeCt the 
characters of the early Chriftians, we have de¬ 
tected the futility of his charges, and as we 
may infer the general tenour of his unfair re- 
prefentations from thofe fpecimens, we may 
conclude that the fifteenth and fixteenth chap¬ 
ters are altogether unworthy of the rank they 
hold in his work, and ought to be configned 
by eveiy friend of juft ice and truth to negleCt 
and oblivion. 

We have endeavoured not only to mark the 
firft advances of Chriftianity in the world, but 
to delineate a picture of its influence on fo- 
ciety, and the important alterations, which it 
effected in publick inftitutions and private 
manners; how it removed the inconveniencies 
and unhappinefs of early times, and meliorated 
the general condition of human life through-? 
out the fucceeding ages. 

We have brought evidences to* prove the 
early reception of the books of the New Tef- 
tamenti we have afcertainedi the high efteem 
6 in 
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in which they were held, and both ftated and 
confirmed the fentiments of the earlieft Chrif- 
tian9 with refpeft to the infpiration of the 
facred writers. 

We have moreover attempted, in onr de- 
feription of the hereticks who deftroyed the 
harmony of the Chriftian church, to give an 
accurate ftatement of the opinions of the Ebi- 
onites, with an immediate view to rectify the 
naifreprefentation of the Hijlorian of the early 
opinions concerning Chrijl. We have feen that 
their pretenfions to the higheft antiquity, were 
ill founded; and that they met with diredt 
oppofition from the fucceffive writers of the 
primitive church. 


We have ventured to combat his funda¬ 
mental principles relative to that moft impor¬ 
tant article of faith, the Divinity of our Lord 
and Saviour. We have refcued the early Chrif- 
tians from his mifreprefentations, and /hown 
that their opinions when fully developed are' 
moft favourable to the ehurchi of England. 

It has appeared to- what degree the Ebi- 
onites endeavoured to dive ft our Lord' of hi$ 
divinity, after that the Gnofticks had at¬ 
tempted to explain away- his humanity. The' 
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philofophers of the prefent day at once arro¬ 
gate the refined fpeculations and comprehen- 
five knowledge of the latter, and model the 
herely of the former into a more degrading 
fyftem of their own. But their labour is as 
frujtlefs when foliciting the fupport of fcrip- 
ture, as their pretenfions have been proved to 
be arrogant and weak, when boaftLig of the 
concurrence of the early ages. The evangelifts 
and the apoftles, the confeffors and martyrs, 
the pallors and the univerlal church in the 
plain language of her original creeds, difavow 
the errours of Unitarianifm, and pronounce 
with one voice its full condemnation. 

But however fatisfadtory it may be to difpel 
the mills of prejudice, and give a clear and 
cloudlefs profpedt of hiftorical truths the pre¬ 
ceding difquifitions are not confined to the 
arguments of fruitlefs controverfy, or the re¬ 
cital of unedifying fadts. On the contrary, 
they,open a wide field of the molt profitable 
{peculation, and may excite a more earnefl at¬ 
tention to the calls of duty. The fairefl and 
mofl excellent examples are held up to our 
infpedtion, let us view them with-deference, 
and imitate them with fidelity & let us be fol¬ 
lowers of tfie primitive Chriftians, even as they, 
were of the apofiles and of Chrifl,. - 

. ‘ In 
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Io the ardour of their zeal and the livelinefa 
pf their faith, the firft' Chriftians appear to 
have excelled all the generations which fuc- 
ceeded them. .Many Chriftians of the prefent 
times, however they may believe aty that the 
apoftles have fpoken, are too liable to the im¬ 
putation of remiflhefs, by riot adding virtue to 
their faith. To the evidences of revelation they 
give only that languid aflfent of the under- 
ftanding, which is dqftitute of the warm and 
invigorating approbation of the heart. If all 
embraced with cordial affedion the gofpel of 
Chrift as the deareft pledge of divine love, 
we Ihould then behold in the conduct of 
eyery one that ardent piety to God, that uni- 
verfal charity to man, that meek endurance of 
infults and injuries, that ft rid: temperance, 
perfed content and unruffled tranquility, that 
firmnefp of principle and refignation of will 
which the Saviour of the world recommended 
in his difcourfes, and exemplified in his con- 
dud. But the diligence of labour and the ar¬ 
dour of hope which ought to be fhown in the 
exercife of thefe virtues, are direded to un¬ 
worthy objeds.. For they too often afflft am¬ 
bition to climb the giddy heights of power, 
diffipation to feek the flowery paths of plea¬ 
sure, avarice , to amafs her wealth, and the 
pafftons to overleap the bounds of duty.. Let 

the 
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the alacrity of mankind, which is fo apparent 
in all thefe purfuits, be transferred to religion, 
and its injunctions will appear the moft en¬ 
gaging incitements to goodnefs. The diffi¬ 
culties of religious practice will be alleviated, 
and we (hall enjoy the full reliffi of its pure 
and (ublime gratifications. When employed 
iri executing the commands of God, we fhall 
never drag the heavy chain of rduCtant com¬ 
pliance, but (hall tread the path of duty with 
delight, and glory in the perfect freedom of 
the gofpcl. 


We have in the preceding difeourfes re¬ 
marked the profound humility, which was 
the moft ftriking ornament of the primitive 
church. This virtue diftinguilhes Chriftianity 
from all other religions, more than any duty 
which it recommends. Duly influenced by 
this we are convinced that the brighteft fa¬ 
culties of mind, the greateft attainments of 
learning, the faireft gifts of nature, the higheft 
rank of honour, or the moft profufe bounty 
of fortune, afford no grounds for pride or 
prefumption. They are all primarily derived 
from the .-goodnefs of God, and are to be uU 
timatdy dedicated to his honour and ferviee. 
Our various wants and infirmities contribute 
Ukdwiie to. convince us pf the expediency of 
-G this 
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this duty, and hourly to fuggeft to us our 
conftant dependance upon the Supreme Being. 
Our Saviour himfelf, by every adtion of his 
life inculcated its obfervance, arid furnilhed 
the moft perfuafive arguments to learn of him 
who was meek and lowly. 

But more particularly the humility which 
is fo ftrongly recommended in the gofpel is 
calculated to fubdue' the pride of the intellec¬ 
tual powers, and check the fallies of ambitious 
reafon. We ought therefore to bring to the 
fevered: teft of examination the plaufible argu¬ 
ments of thofe pretenders to fuperiour know¬ 
ledge who affedt to contemn, or attempt to 
mutilate, the revelations of the divine will. 
We ought to meet their prophane farcafins 
with contempt, and ' rejedt their fubtle infi- 
nuations with difdain. For we may be well 
allured that the cavils, which are wantonly 
thrown out at the articles of our holy faith, 
refult only from the pride and felf-fufficiency 
of the human underftanding. The caviller 
makes his own limited capacity the meafure 
of his creed, and realons upon the moft weak 
of all principles, for he will not believe what 
he cannot comprehend. Inftigated by pre- 
fumptuous eagernefs to rejedt the myfteries 
relative to the divine Efience, he confounds 

the 
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the proofs of an article of belief with the na¬ 
ture of it. All however who have the -jcrdg> 
ment to difcern and the ingenuoufr^fs to ac¬ 
knowledge the imperfections of the intellec¬ 
tual powers, will readily aflent to the truth of 
many things, although they are incompetent 
to the folution of the difficulties which at¬ 
tend them. 

We believe that there is a God who is an 
eternal Being endued with every perfection 
that the mind of man can conceive; but in 
what manner this Almighty Being exilts, how 
his prefcience can be fully reconciled with the 
free agency of man, how the high and lofty 
One who reigns in heaven above, can at the 
fame point of time be univerfally prefent in 
every part of the creation, and yet be unex¬ 
tended, is a labyrinth of perplexity to our 
minds, for which our conceptions can furniffi 
us with no clue. The mathematician informs 
us that a line may be fuppofed to approach 
perpetually towards another, without a poffi- 
bility of ever reaching it. The ignorant may 
treat the aflertion with ridicule as abfurd, but 
certain it is, that the problem is capable of 
demonftration. The difcovery of the circula¬ 
tion of the blood gave new and fur prizing in¬ 
fight into the internal fabrick of the human 
9 frame; 
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frame $ but where is the acute chemift who 
after his moil laborious decompofitions of this 
vital fluid, can tell what caufe produces its firft 
motion, or for what reafon its adtion is lefs 
voluntary than that of the lungs ? 

Let the Philofopher therefore fufpend awhile 
his operations againft Chriftianity, let him di- 
redt the acutenefs of his difcernment and the 
toil of his application to develope the obfcu- 
rities of metaphyfical, mathematical, and na¬ 
tural truth, before he fcornfully rejedts the 
myfteries of faith becaufe they are not reducible 
to the ftandard of his faculties, and becaufe 
the limit which terminates his profpedt is not 
the boundary of the univerfe. 

Wifdom has never been more fully juftified 
by her children, and her true intereft has never 
been more fuccefsfully purfued, than when 
they have afcertained with precifion their own 
powers of mind, applied them to accefiible 
objedts, and confefled the immeafurable dis¬ 
tance between things human and divine. Un¬ 
like the vaunting lciolifts of the prefent day, 
they prefumed not to tear the veil of the 
fandtuary and rufh into the holy of holies, 
but firmly confiding in the evidence of divine 
revelation, at due diftance adored its awful 

myfteries. 
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myfteries. The great, the wife, and the 
learned of the prefent times ought to think it 
no degradation to be meek and lowly of heart, 
when a perfect fubmiffion of the underftand- 
ing to divine truth was the chanufteriftick of 
the moft fublime poet, the moft profound 
philofbpher, the moil devout phyfiologift, and 
the moft corrg£t moralift who have adorned 
the circle of modern literature. All ought 
furely to bend with awe before the throne of 
the divine Majefty, and acquiefce in the fcrip- 
tural reprefentations of the divine effence, 
when they confider the found and unfhaken 
principles of Milton, of Bacon, of Boyle and 
of Johnfon. 

'From purfuing a courfe far different from 
thefe teachers of truth and mafters of folid 
erudition, the antient heretipks adopted all 
thofe errours which degraded them from the 
rank of found reafoners, and rendered them 
unworthy of communion with orthodox Chrif- 
tians. They exalted the tenets of their darling 
philofophy to exceflive confequence, incorpo¬ 
rated them with the principles of Chriftianity, 
and adopted only that part of the creed, which 
could be accommodated to their own hypo- 
thefis. They corrupted thofe doctrines which 
they could not comprehend, and placed the 
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vifionary refinements of the human intellect 
upon the fame level with the revelations of 
divine truth. 

By a fimilar abufe of the powers of an en¬ 
lightened underftanding, the Hijlorian of the 
Early Opinions concerning Chrift, under pre¬ 
tence of reforming abufes, darkens the glorious 
picture of the gofpel; under pretence of oblite¬ 
rating the ftains, which its doctrines have con- 
tradted by the injuries of time, he mutilates the 
features of the moft auguft perfonage whom 
the facred writers hold up to our view. He 
gives an idea of the Saviour of the world no lefs 
inadequate and imperfedt than might be formed 
of the bright luminary of day when diverted of 
his beams, and deprived of his luftre by the 
temporary obfcurity of a total eclipfe. 

'The Hijlorian of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire may be charged with a fimilar 
perverfion of his talents. Eager to cavil where 
lie cannot confute, and to infinuate that, 
which he dares not to avow, he is regardlefs 
of the confequences which might enfue from 
the fuccefs of his endeavours to depreciate 
Chriftianity. For if there be ft ill fo much 
wickednefs in the world, notwithftanding the 
general knowledge of revelation that is difle- 
T minated 
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minated among us, how deplorable would the 
Hate of fociety become, if its glorious light 
were totally extinguished ? What obftacles 
would then flop the torrent of vice, which, 
although oppofed by the firm bulwark of re¬ 
ligion, now fwells with impetuofity and rage ? 
If the unbeliever would turn his attention to the 
ineftimable benefits which Chriftianity confers 
on mankind, if he would duly confider the aid 
it affords to the political inftitutions of his 
country, its falutary influence upon the conduit 
where laws cannot reach the commiflion of fin, 
its genial effects on the habits and relations of 
focial life, its direit and obvious tendency to 
make men happy in themfelves and ufeful to 
others, he could not ferioufly defire its debafe- 
ment. Nor can he with to fee his country¬ 
men difengaged from the ties of a pious edu¬ 
cation, and totally abandoned to licentioufnefs 
and libertinifm, unlefs he has forfeited his 
right to the character of a good citizen, and 
is fo much influenced by the malignity of a 
mifanthropilt as to rejoice in the ignorance 
and wretchednefs of mankind. 

Upon a fair eftimate of the benevolent fpirit 
of antiquity as well as of that which marks 
the prefent times, we maintain with fatisfac- 
tion as well as with juftice, that in the moll 
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Confpicu'ous and fplendid a£ts of charity the 
modern Chriftian has no reafon to retire with 
apprehenfions of inferiority from a compan¬ 
ion with the antient believen The example, 
which was held out by a Roman matron, who 
eredled a fabrick for the cure of difeafes, has 
been very frequently followed, and varioufly 
improved upon. The ample and coftly edi¬ 
fices, confecrated to health in every part of 
this kingdom, are as falutary to the poor 
whom they fupply with that relief, which 
they could not otherwife procure; as they are 
honourable to the rich, who could not by the 
adoption of any other expedient, render their 
bounty fo extenfively beneficial. The humane 
of the prefent age liften with eagernefs to the 
various and remote cries of diftrefs, extend 
their concern to mental as well as corporeal 
difeafes, and combine in their plans of bene¬ 
volence the immediate comfort of individuals 
with the belt intereft of fociety. * A benevolent 
zeal for the fpiritual welfare of the youthful 
poor has gone forth, and multitudes of them 
are taught to devote that facred day to the 
duties of piety and the acquirement of ufeful 
learning, which was formerly wafted in idle- 
nefs and vice. By an inftitution not lefs novel 
in its plan, than excellent in its confequences, 
the offspring of the condemned criminal and 
T 2 deftitute 
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deftitute mendicant are refcued from the cor¬ 
ruptions of their wretched parents, and re¬ 
ceive the bounty of fubfiftence with the light 
of education. The children of the bleak pro¬ 
vinces and barren iflcs of North Britain are 
taught the elements of learning and religion, 
and thus are enabled to repel the force of po¬ 
pular fuperftitions with new vigour of mind, 
and acquire new patience to reconcile them to 
the feverity of their climate. Of the various 
meafures, which have been purfued in the 
metropolis of the empire, to alleviate and re¬ 
move the diftrefles of mankind, feveral have 
been adopted by the country at large. Thus 
the tide of riches poffeffed in fuch fuperiour 
abundance by many inhabitants of this coun¬ 
try, are taught to flow through various chan¬ 
nels for the relief of the indigent. Every 
fupply which they afford may be confidered as 
an important advantage to fociety, becaufe the 
mofl helplefs are relieved, the mofl: ufeful part 
of the community are reflored to their ordi¬ 
nary occupations, and by the general effects of 
munificence, the quantity of human mifeiy is 
leffened. Still, however, the triumph of the 
prefent age, as well as the great and important 
work of Chriftian charity, is incomplete, un- 
lefs liberality be a blefling to him who gives, 
as well as to him who receives. This it cannot 

be 
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be in its fullest and raoft defirable fenfe, if the 
principle which roufes him to adion be not 
the love of God, and the defire of obtaining 
his favour. This motive was the glory of the 
primitive church, and rendered it a pattern 
peculiarly worthy of the imitation of pofterity. 
Whilft oftentation courts the publick notice, 
and gives with ready hand, that applaufe may 
follow its fteps j whilft profufion fcatters her 
ftores thoughtlefsly and without diftindion j 
whilft fenfibility feels only a momentary im- 
pulfe of compafiion when the objed of diftrefs 
is at hand j the humanity of the gofpel is cal¬ 
culated to fupply all deficiencies, and to ex¬ 
tend its impartial and ready afiiftance to all 
cafes of wretchednefs, want and calamity, 
without reftraint or diftindion. The enlarged 
and liberal fpirit of the evangelical promifes is 
tnoft abundantly fhown, as well by giving to 
every one the power of fharing its advantages, 
as by holding forth a fure recompence for the 
flighteft exercife of Chriftian kindnefs, fince 
whofoever giveth even a cup of cold water in 
the name of Chrijl, pall in no wife lofe his 
reward. 

When we contemplate the perilous fitua- 
tion of the Chriftians of the firft ages of the 
church, we ought to pour forth the moft ar- 
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dent exprefTions of gratitude to heaven, that 
we live in an age when the profefiion of our 
religion does not involve us in perfonal dan¬ 
ger, nor fubjedt us to the confifcation of pro¬ 
perty, and the lofs of life. We Hand on the 
peaceful fhore, and view in the remote pro- 
fpedt of antient times the ftorms which agi¬ 
tated the primitive converts upon the fea of 
perfccution. Compared with fuch circum- 
llances of diftrefs and difficulty we are blefied 
with perfedt tranquillity, true comfort and 
folid happinefs. Still however it is not a Hate 
of doth, and inadlivity. We have duties to 
perform, lefs rigorous and painful indeed, but 
not lefs obligatory, or iefs connedted with our 
eternal intereft. Our warfare is not the war¬ 
fare of the primitive Chriftians. They law 
the authority of the magiftrate and the tur¬ 
bulence of the multitude leagued againft them 
in the moll formidable confederacy. The hea¬ 
then furioufly raged , and the rulers took coun- 
fel againjl the Lord and againjl bis Jollowers: 
we on the contrary are protedted by the laws ot 
our country, and enjoy the bleflings of a liberal 
eftablifliment. They went forth, to attack the 
powers of darknefs, to fubvert the empire of fu- 
perftition, and fubdue the world to the domi¬ 
nion of Chrilt. It is our talk to check the pro- 
grefs of infidelity, to oppofe the torrent oflicen- 
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tioufnefs and errour, and {how the foundnefs of 
our principles by the integrity of our conduCt. 

Thofe who thus follow the example of 
the great and good, who have gone before 
them, will, as they advance in virtue, ad¬ 
vance likewife in wifdom. They will im¬ 
prove in the comprehenfivenefs of their 
views and the clearnefs of their underftand- 
ings. They will feel a growing conviction 
that an adherence to Chriftianity is juft and 
rational, efpecially when they remark that far 
from yielding to other religious inftitutions, 
its value is never more apparent than when it 
is weighed in the balance againft them. 

Let therefore the learned and the inquifitive 
explore all the treafures of human wifdom, 
and all the repofitories of religious inftruCtionj 
let them revolve the philofophical productions 
of Greece and Rome, the koran of Mahomet, 
the laws < 5 f Confucius and the inftitutes of 
Brama, and after a careful inveftigation of 
their excellence, let them confefs with juftice 
and with gratitude, that they fall as low in 
comparifon with the gofpel of Chrift, as the 
character and the nature of their authors were 
inferiour to the Saviour of the world. For 
where, we may confidently afk, in the wideft 
T 4 extent . 
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extent of their refearches, will they find the 
founder of a religion foretold by a long and 
fplendid train of prophecies, and recommended 
to univerfal reception by fuch an aftonifhing 
difplay of miracles ? Where will they find a 
religion fo rapidly and fo widely fpreading it- 
felf in a fhort period after its firft promulga¬ 
tion, and fubduing all oppofition by the irre- 
fiftible lovelinefs of truth ? Where, in Ihort, 
if not in the gofpel, will they find a plan fo 
perfectly and wonderfully adapted to enlighten 
ignorance, to corredt the errours of realbn, to 
purify the afiedtions, to excite the mod ardent 
afpirations of hope, to exalt the happinefs of 
man to the highefh pitch of rational gratifica¬ 
tion, and to diffufe the glory of God through 
the whole extent of the univerfe. 

As we thus enjoy the advantages of a; reli¬ 
gious inftitution fo far fuperiour to all others, 
what manner of men ought we to be in all 
holinefs and godly converfation ? Let the im¬ 
portant truths which fhine with fuch unri¬ 
valled luftre, and of which we have fuch fatis- 
fadtory evidence, influence our general con- 
dudt. Let our adherence to them fuperfede 
every earthly confideration, and let the love of 
God triumph over every attachment to the 
occupations and the pleafures of the world. 

Let 
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Let charity by indilTolublc ties unite us to all 
mankind, and not only warm our hearts with 
the moft benevolent fentiments, but ftimulate 
us to the performance of every generous ac¬ 
tion. Let the precepts of the gofpel fo thine 
in our conduit, that the infidel and the gain- 
fayer may be led to confefs the divine origin 
of our religion by its vifible ettedt on the ac¬ 
tions of its profeflors. 

Finally—Let us exalt our minds to thofe 
fublime profpedts which are open to the eye 
of faith, and which are eminently capable of 
encouraging the exercife of our virtues, and of 
fecuring our final perfeverance. Let us always 
be mindful that while we fill up the meafure 
of our refpeitivc duties, and encreafe our relifli 
for the pure gratifications of religion, we be¬ 
come gradually lefs unworthy to be admitted 
into the glorious fociety of heaven ; and that 
in proportion as we adhere to the faith which 
was once delivered unto the faints, and pro¬ 
duce its genuine fruits; in proportion as we 
imitate that facred band of primitive Chrif- 
tians who Hood forth as the guardians of their 
religion againft all oppofition ; in proportion as 
we concur with them in copying the bright 
example of our common Lord and Matter, we 
encreafe our holy hope of divine favour and 

our 
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our pious confidence in the divine mercy; we 
diminilh our apprehenfions of the awful day 
of retribution, and are better prepared to unite 
with the blcfied afiembly of juft men made 
perfect, in afcribing glory and honour, and 
. power to Him that fitteth upon the throne 
for ever and ever. 


THE END. 
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AND 


AUTHORITIES. 


I T has been obferved, and the obfervation was 
made without the leaft intention of detrading 
from the merit of thofe refpedable Writers who 
have preceded me, that the line which I marked 
out for myfelf in thefe Ledures, was peculiarly 
conformable to the diredions of Mr. Bampton. 
Some of the principal fubjeds mentioned in his 
Will, however apparently different from each other, 
are combined in one Plan, 

Page 8. 1. 22 , Sharing the imperfeSfions of other 
Writers, they fairly claim the fame indulgence ] Reve- 
rentia, quam Patribus debemus, hoc unum a nobis 
poftulat, ut iis hallucinantibus ignofcamus, utque 
' bona fide ct imprudentia eos errafle et loquutos efle 
putcmus. Clerici £ccl. Hift. p, 6oi t 

6 Jfaw 
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Nam ct labuntur aliquando et oneri cedunt, et in¬ 
dulgent ingeniorum fuorum voluptati, nec Temper 
intendunt animum, et nonnunquam fatigantur: cum 
Ciceroni dormitare interim Demofthenes, Horatid 
eciam Homerus videatur. Quintilianus, lib. io. c. i. 

P. it. 1 . 24. The general principles and particular 
Jentiments of Chryfojlom and Bafil~\ Waterland’s Im¬ 
portance of the Doftrine of the Trinity, p. 428. 
Grotius de Jure Belli et Pacis in Prefatione. 

P. 12. 1 . 6. They abound in jlrong and folid proofs 
of the fundamental principles of Chriftianity\ Daille 
on the right ufe of the Fathers. Eng. Tranllation, 
B. ii. p. 184. Waterland’s Importance of the Tri¬ 
nity, p. 426. 

P. 17. 1 . 6 . The frugality of the venerable Bafil , 
the noble moderation of Gregory of Nazianzum , the 
benevolent condefcenfion of the Emprefs Pulcheria , and 
the mildnefs of the amiable and learned Pamphilus\ 
Theodoreti Hift. Eccl. lib. 5. c. 3. Cave’s Primitive 
Chriftianity, p. 3. c. 3. Lardner has collected the de¬ 
tached pafiages of Eufebius and of Jerom, which re¬ 
late to Pamphilus. He has concluded his lift, with a 
character of that incomparable Chrjftian, drawn with 
his ufual fimplicity of language, and accuracy of 
obfervation. Credibility, Vol. 7. p. 304, 335.. 

Lardner’s Account may be farther illuftrated by 
the elegant Quotation from Simeon Motaphraftes in 
the Notes of Valefius. Anuotationes in Eufeb. 
p. 180. 

P. 2Q. 1 . 23. In the foremofi rank of Chriftians 
ftand the ApoJlles\ Potteri PraeleSiones, Vol. 2. p. 

234* 
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234. Beveregii Codex Canonum vind. in Prooemio. 
Grotius de Jure B. et P. in proleg. 

P. 22. 1 . 8. The works of thofe whofe names have 
been recited] Many of thefe Works are fo volumi¬ 
nous, that the attention of the Ecclefiaftical Stu¬ 
dent mull: of courfe be confined to particular parti 
of them. The following fele&ion would, perhaps, 
give no very inadequate idea of the general merits 
of their authors. The apology of Tertullian, the 
Dialogue of Minucius Felix, the Commentaries of 
Origen, and his books againft Celfus, the Epiftlei 
of Cyprian, the Inftitutions of La£tantius, the Ec¬ 
clefiaftical Hiftory and Evangelical Preparation of 
Eufebius, the Homilies of Bafil, the Orations of 
Gregory of Nazianzum, the Commentaries ahd 
Epiftles of Jerom, the City of God by Auftin, the 
Duty of the Priefthood by Chryfoftom, the Con*- 
mentaries and Homilies of Theodoret, and the 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftories of Socrates and Sozomen. 

P. 23. 1 . 18. Ignatius, Polycarp and Juftin fealtd 
the truth with their blood] Eufebii Ecc. Hift. lib. 3. 
c. 36. lib. 4. c. 15, 16. Ruinarti A&a Santti Ig- 
natii, p. 9. Epiftola Ecclefiae Smyrnenfis, p. 28. 
A&a Sanfti Juftini, p. 43. Clerici Eccl. Hift. p. 
693, 726. 

P. 36. 1 . 21. ‘the degrading defcription which the 
ITiftorian has given of the Jewfh Nation] Jews Let¬ 
ters to Voltaire, p. 5. &c. Di&ionnaire Philofo- 
phique, Articles Chriftianifme, Hiftoire des Rots 
Juifs, et Moife, &c. &c. 

P. 34. 1 . 5. That miraculous powers wtre exercifed 
after the death of the Apoflles upon certain cccaftons , 
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is a fa£i fupported by the unanimous and fucceffk't 
tefiimony of the Fathers , down to the reign of the Em¬ 
peror Julian] The following are the mod impor¬ 
tant teftimonies which have occurred in the courfe 
of my inveftigation of this curious and interefting 
fubjed.—dementis Romani Epift. ad Corinth, cap. 
2 et 48. Ignatii Epift. ad Smyrn. in Salutatione. 
Epift. ad Philadelph. Epift. ad Trallian. S. 5. Juf- 
tini Mart. Dialogus, p. 247, 302. Irensei, lib. 2. c. 
56, 57. Tertulliani Apol. c. 23. Ejufdem ad Sca- 
pulam, c. 2, 4. Eufebii Eccl. Hift. lib. 3. c. 37. 
39. lib. 5. cap. 3, 7. Ejufdem Demonftratio Evan, 
lib. 3. Origenes contra Celfum, lib. 1, 2, 3 et 7. 
Chryfoftomi Opera, tom. 3. p. 65. Edit. Benedid. 
Amobius contra Gentes, lib. 1. Fabricii lux Evan- 
gelii, p. 169, 199. Waterland’s Importance of the 
Trinity, p. 382, 383. Clerici Hift. Eccl. p. 533. 

I feel inclined to adopt the fentiments of Tille- 
mont upon this fubjed. Nous aimerions mieux, 
tant qu’on n'aura point de preuve claire et convain- 
cante de la fauftete de cette opinion, nous tromper 
avec les ecrevains qui precedent, que d’etre oblige 
d’accufer d’une credulite indiferete un grande nom- 
bre des plus illuftres Maitres de l’Eglife. Tille- 
mont. Hift. Ecclef. tom. 1. p. 178. 

P. 38. 1 . 19. It is objected that the Apoflolical Fa¬ 
thers are filent relative to the continuance of miracu¬ 
lous powers] Middleton’s Inquiry, vol. 1. p. 121. 
Jortin’s Remarks on Eccl. Hift. vol. 2. p. 43,46, 
49, &c. dementis Epiftola, Sed. 2. 

P. 41. 1 . 7. Juftin Martyr ■, lremeus> and Athena- 
goras are faid to have been unanimous in embracing 

frivolous 
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frivolous doStrines, &c.] Middleton’s Inquiry, vol. 
i. p. 189, 190. 

P. 44. 1 . 6. How are we to account for the infenji- 
hility of Cbrijiians to the cejfation of miracles?] Gibbon, 
vol. 1. p. 477. Cbryfoftomi Op. tom. 3. p. 65. 

Sriptia it tb dyis ■mitvpa to? xaT a/tyas [aiv tjk Itimt 
iiSxmtxXitify fjttlx it Ttjir umuXi npw aylS zeXaonx tiaxtvro, 
vrtgov it tXxrlovx’ wXni/ it m tn ip^n) aura uotg oXiya;, 

Origen. contra Celfum, lib. 7. 

Poffum quidem dicere neceflaria prius faille mi- 
racula, quam crederet mundus, ad hoc, ut crederet 
mundus. Quifquis adhuc prodigia, ut credat, in- 
quirit, inagnum eftipfeprodigium, qui, mundo, cre- 
dente, non credit. Auguft. de Civit. Dei, 1 . 22. c. 8. 

P. 46. 1 . 14. ’The Emperor Julian determined to 
rebuild the Temple at Jerufalem] Warburton’s Julian. 
Gibbon, vol. 2, p. 388. 

P. 51 .1.15. The elegant Author of the Inquiry into 
the miraculous Powers , at the conclujion of his contro- 
verfy ] Compare vol. 1. Introdu&ory Difcourfe, with 
Vol. a. p. 251. Molheim, Saeculum 2 dam . p. 221, 
222, &c. 

P. 55. 1 . 28. The diligence of Eufelias has refcued 
their names and fame fragtnents of their works from 
oblivion] Eccl. Hift. lib. 4. c. 3, 26. 

P. 56. 1 . 22. The Apologifis expofe with fuperfluous 
wit and eloquence the extravagance of Polytheiftnl ] 
Gibbon, vol. 1. p. 517. For proofs of the attach¬ 
ment which even the Philofophers fhowed to the 
eftablilhed Religion of their country, fee Hume’s 
Effays, vol. 2. p. 464. Philofophi quamvis philo- 

fophando 
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fophando Deos negarcnt, attamcn in cultu externo 
religionis, non fecus ac Plebecula, fe gerebant; ncc 
ullos novos Deos quos aliter colerent, inducebant. 
Clerici Hift. Eccl. p. 547. 

P. 58. 1 . 14. The Apologifts irtfijl much more Jirongly 
on the prediSiions which announced, than on the mira¬ 
cles which accompanied the appearance of the Meffiah.] 
Gibbon, vol. 1. p. 517. Juft ini Martyris Apol. i m *. 
p. 55, 61, 71. Eufebii Ecc. Hift. lib. 4. c. 3. Juf- 
tini Martyris Apol. 1. p. 48. Irenaeus, lib. 2. c. 57. 
La&antius, lib. 5. c. 3. Watfon’s Apology, p. 242. 

P. 61. 1 . 19. The eagernefs of the Romans to explore 
the events of futurity , may be collected from the invec¬ 
tives of their Satyrifs, the cenfures of their Philofo- 
phersy and the narratives of their Hijlorians.] Juve¬ 
nalis, Sat. 3. ver. 42. Sat. 6. ver. 550. Cicero de 
Natura Deorum, lib. 3. Idem, De divinatione lib. 
1. et 2. Taciti Annales, lib. 4 et 6. Aulus Gel- 
lius, lib. 14. c. 1. 

Nullo - tempore vaticiniorum infanius fuit' ftudium 
quam fub extrema Reipublicae Romance tempora, 
primofque Imperatores: cum bellorum civilium ca- 
lamitates hominum animos terroribus omnis generis 
agitatos ad varia portentorum, prodigiorum & vati¬ 
ciniorum ludibria convertiflent. 

Heyne in Virgil: Tom. 1. p. 66 . 

P. 62. 1 . 5* The moft celebrated of their Poets anti¬ 
cipated the happinefs ordained to fucceed the approaching 
Birth of the Son of Jupiter] I am fully aware that it ii 
a point undetermined by the Criticks, to what perfori 
the fourth Eclogue may moft properly be applied; 

By 
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By fome we arc allured that Drufus was intended} 
Others fay Saloninus, or his Brother Afinius Gallus, 
the Sons of Pollio. As the queftion is left unde¬ 
cided, I thought it bed to adopt the language of 
Virgil himfelf, and call the predicted Infant the Son 
of Jupiter. The Emperor Conftantine hefitated not 
to apply.this Eclogue immediately to the Meffiah, 
and paraphrafed it in a loofe Greek verfion, as if he 
confidered it of almoft equal authority with the pro- 
phefies of the Old Tellament. Conftant. Orat. ad 
Ban&os, C. 19 & 20. Valelii Annotationes in eadem. 
We are the lefs furprized at his looking upon Virgil 
as a Prophet, when we recollett that Chronology is 
not unfavourable to the fuppofition of his having been 
fo ; for the Poem in queftion was written near forty 
years before the Birth of Chriftf Confidering the 
eagernefs of Conftantine to prefs claffical poetry into 
the fervice of Chriftianity, we cannot wonder'-that he 
faw, or fancied he faw the Virgin Mary, the fall of 
the Serpent, the Birth of Chrift, and the effects of 
his advent very clearly reprefented in fuch expreffive 
and beautiful lines as thefe— 

Jam redit & Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna, 

Te duce, ft qua manent fceleris veftigia noftfi, 
Jurita perpetua folvent formidine terras. 

Ille deum vitam adcipiet, divifque videbit 
Permixtos heroas, & ipfe videbitur illis. 
Pacatumque reget patriis vertutibus orbem. 

Occidet & Serpens , & fallax herba veneni 
Occidet$ /IJfyrium vulgo nafcetur amomum. 

Eclog. 4. 1 . 6, &c. 

U The 
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The lofty (tile in which Virgil fpeaks of the Infant 
about to be born* the elevated rank in which he is 
placed, and the fplendid train of Metaphor wiih 
which he is introduced, are furely unlike that fpecies 
pf Imagery and Sentiment which occur in his other 
Poems. To judge properly of this, compare the 
account of the Birth of this Child, with the Birth of 
Marcellas, to whom the Poet was certainly defirous 
of paying every compliment that could exalt his 
chara&er, and foothe the grief of his parents for his 
untimely death. His encomiurn reaches no farther 
than to celebrate him as a youth who Ihould fill his 
family with the tnoft fanguine expectations of his 
Valour and Renown. Thefe qualities arc reprefented 
by fuch fpecifick and appropriate Imagery as give a 
diftinCt Portrait of a Roman Hero trampling on his 
proftrate Foes. Asneid, lib. 6 . V. 878. But the 
Perfonage who is the fubjeCt of the Eclogue is of 
far more elevated rank, and even foars above the 
nobleft of the mortal Race. He is the offspring of 
the Supreme God, and the effeCt of his coming into 
the world is not limited to a (ingle country or people. 
His influence is not felt by fpreading the ravages of 
war, but by conferring on mankind the bleflings of 
peace* He was deftined to reform a degenerate 
world, and to govern it with the virtues of his Father, 
whilft the wonderful changes made in the face of 
Nature were to atteft the return of the golden Age. 
Such a train of defcription as this is unufually lofty 
and dignified, and the Poet was raifed above the 
general tenour of his correct and elegant fentiments. 
Perhaps the companion I have attempted to make 
2 between 
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between the character of the Son of Jupiter and the 
Son of Auguftus may ftrengthen the arguments of 
thofe who maintain that Virgil was converfant with 
the Writings of the Old Teftament. Or fuppofing 
only that he drew his ideas from the ptedi&ions of 
the Sibylls, there might be many oriental deferiptionp 
and images contained in them which were derived 
from that fource. 

P. 65. 1 . 3. We are informed by the mofi authentick 
evidence of Ecclejtajiical Hijlory] Eufcb. Ecc. Hift. 
lib. 3. c. 37. Molheim de RcbUs ante Conftant. 
Base. 2. p. 224. 

See the curious Catalogue df 142 authors, Greek, 
Latin, French, Englilh and German, who hate Com¬ 
mented upon the Travels of the Apoftles* Fabricii 
Lux Evangelii, p. 73. 

Pi 67. 1 . 6. In the primitive Mijfionary We may con - 
template the greatejl Jirmnefs of refolntion 3 The admirer 
of Horace will recoiled the fimikr Situation of 
Regulus— 

Fertilf podicae conjugis ofculum 
Parvofque natos-——— 

Ab fe removifle, et virilem 
Torvus humi pofuiffe vultum, 

Interque mcerentes amicos 

Egregius properaret exuh 

Atqui feiebat quae fxbi barbaros 

Tortor pararet.-—■—— Hon. Od. 5. 1 . 3. 

P. 69. 1. 7. There is no Jubjett which Jeems to have 
injpired the early Fathers with Juch exultation, or which 
they deferibe with more lively powers of eloquence, than 
the general dijfufion of the Gofpel~\ Irenseus, lib. r. 

U 2 c. 10, 
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c. I0» Tertullianus adverfus Judaeos, c. 7. Idem- 
in Apologetico, c. 37. Origenes contra Celfum, 
lib. 1. p. 6, 7, 23. Idem, wept xp%uv t lib. 4* c. i; 
Chryfoftomi Homiliain Rom. 15, 18. Eufebii Prae- 
paratio Evang. c. 3. p. 8. Ovpamcp Swap* x«i o-wipyti* 
ou; hot rt( h'aik |3oAji t»ii» evpivclooiv oixs/ueiw 0 eurnpio? 
xeejtivy»^i Aoyof. Eufeb. Ecc. Hid. lib. 2 . c. 3* 

P. 70. 1 . 1. The Hiftorian labours with much foli- 
eitude to confine primitive Cbrifiianity within the nar- 
roweft limits ] Chap. 15. paffim. Compare p. 509 
with 512. vol. 1. 

P. 77. 1 . 20. 'The firft perfection raged in the fan- 
guinary reign of Nero\ Mr. Gibbon imagines that 
this perfecution might arife, from the Chriftians being 
confounded with the lawlefs Banditti of Judas the 
Gaulonite. It is curious to obferve that this con¬ 
jecture, if it be only a conjecture, may be found in 
Dodwell, Differt. Cyprian, xii. 2. 

P. 77. 1 .26.] Fcr the imputed Conflagration of Rome, 
tf which he was himfelf the infodious and unfeeling Author ] 
In the Tranflation of the remarkable Paffage of 
Tacitus, in which this faCt is recorded, Mr. Gibbon 
is certainly right, and the Correfpondent of Bifhop 
Watfon is as certainly wrong. Gibbon, C. 16. 
P. 533, 534. Watfon’s Apology, p. 288, &c. The 
Paffage alluded to is this. Igitur primo correpti qui 
fatebantur ; deinde indicio eorum multitudo iogens, 
baud perinde in crimine mcendii, quam odio humani 
generis conviCti funt. That the words printed in 
Italicks ought to be tranflated for their hatred to human 
kind , and not that the Chriftians were hated by all 
mattkindy is very evident. They Were confounded 
I with 
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'with the Jews, who, as Tacitus fays in another place, 
exercifed adverfus omnes alios hojlile odium. It is re¬ 
markable that this is the exa£t character which St. 

Paul gives them. InSouuv vrohriv uvQpaiwoif tvaljtuv, 

1 Theflal. c. 2. v. 15. I am happy to confirm my 
opinion by the Remarks of Le Clerc upon the pat* 
fage in queltion. Quibus verbis Chriftianos Tacitus 
abfolvit incendii, fed damnat odii in reliquum huma- 
num genus concepti, quod eos non fatis fecerneret a 
Judaeis. Hrft. Eccles.p. 427. 

P. 78. 1 . 8 .■ ’The boajled harmony of the antient world 
refpeSing religious worjhip muft be underftood to have 
extfted only under certain reJtriEHpns] Gibbon, vol. 1. 
c. 2. Davis’s Vindication, p. 96. Phileleuth. Lip- 
fienfis, p. 159. Athenagorae Apol, p. 1. Tertulliani 
Apol. p. 5. Eufeb. Ecc. Hill. lib. 2. c. 2. Juftini 
Mart. Apol. p. 36. Molheim de rebus ante Con- 
Rant. p. 6. 

P. 80. }. 22. In the celebration of the Bacchanalian 
Rites'] S. Confult. Marcianum. Taylor’s Roman Law, 

P- 547 - 

P. 82. 1 . 7. The calumnies which were induflrioujly 
reported probably took their rife from the fuperficial re¬ 
marks of thofe who had been prefent at the celebration of 
the Sacraments] Juftin. Martyr. Apol. 2. p. 128. 

The Servants of the Martyrs of Lyons, defirous of 
faving their lives at the expence of truth, confeffed, 
when put to the torture, that their mailers feafted 
upon human flelh. Eufeb. Eccl. Hill. lib. 5. c. 1. 

P, 85. 1 . 21. The interval of Perfection, far from 
beaming a Jlate of tranquillity^ was a feafon of awful 
pepefiation and anxious fear] The fituation of the 
U 3 Chriftians 
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Chriftians at fuch a time, naturally reminds us of the 
defcription of Galba, when Qtho was advancing 
againft him. Agebatur hue illuc Galba, vario turbos 
fluttqantis impulfu, completis undique bafilicis et 
templis, lugubri profpe&u, Neque populi aut plebis 
ulla vox: led attoniti vultus, et converfse ad omnia 
aures. Non tumultus non quies, fed quale magnf 
metds, et magnao irae filentium eft. Tacit* Hilt. 
Kb. t. SecE 40, 

P. 85, 1 . 26. I’he Church, was kept in a continual 
fiate of alarm] Hue adverti debet,'de publicis, gra- 
vioribus, et notioribus perfecutionibus loqui qui decies 
Chriftianos vexatqs efle dicunt. In provinciis enim 
paffim perpetuo fere vim Chriftianis a Praefidibus et 
Plebe allatam effe, ceftiffimis conftat teftimoniis. 
Molheim. Inftitut. c. 5. p. <1. 

P. 89. 1 . 18. In the Epiftles of Ignatius are found 
more ardent effufions of zeal, which to the Hijlorian of 
the Roman Empire appear unnatural and cenfurable !J 
Ignatii Epiftola ad Romanos, Se£t 5. We may 
apply to Mr. Gibbon, on this occaiion, fome of the 
judicious arguments of Le Clerc, which he employs 
to vindicate the Martyrs from the afperfions of Marcus 
Aurelius. Si qyi, quod interdum fa£tqm negarc 
nolim, crydelit^te fuppliciorum, propinquitate mortis, 
fpeque proximse beatitatis, extra fe rapti qqaedam 
prpferebant quae fupra vulgi Ethnici captum erant, 
yn tribuenda haec funt 7 «£«, obftinationi^ vel 
perturbationi ? Im6 po aut vitio aut adfedu v.el 
maxime laborabant, qui inpoccates excarnificatos 
pepidebant^ quod fopre nollent, quaeillicita, et a 
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Cco improbari pro ccrto ftatuebant. Clcrici Hift. 
Rcc. p. 694. 

P. 92. 1 . 13. Amidft the multitude of flmilar inflames, 
with which later monuments of eccleftaftical antiquity 
abound J Cotelcrii Notae in Ignatii Epift. ad Romanos, 
p. 26. Pcarfoni Vindiciae Ignat, lib. 2. c. 9. 

P. 93. 1 . 9. As no traces are to be found of fucb ex¬ 
pectations in the works of the earlieft Fathers ] Tertul- 
liani Apol. ad finera. Eufcb. Eccl. Hift. lib. 6. c. 42. 
Wake’s Apoftolical Fathers, p. 126. Middleton’s 
Works, vol. i.p. 333, 334. 

P. 96-. 1 . 15. The conduit of Blandina, among the 
Martyrs of Lyons and Vienne, was as confpkuous and as 
exemplary as that of the ’venerable Potbims ] Jortin’s 
Remarks, vol. 2. p. 135. 

Every reader of fenfibility will be inclined to apply 
the pbfervation of Scaliger on the Ads of the Martyrs 
in general, to the Epiftle of the Churches of Lyons 
and Vienne in particular. Eorum le&ionc pioruta 
animus ita afBcitur, ut nunquam fatur inde recedat: 
quod quidem ita efle, unufquifque pro captu fuo et 
confciemiae modo fentire poffit. Ccrte ego nihil u6- 
quam in Hiftoria Eccleiiafticst vidt, a cujus le&ione 
commotior recedam, ut non amplius meus efle videar. 
Animad. in Eufebiqm. 

P. 101. 1 .1. The Church refembled the fruitful vine.~[ 
f OT ? r«, lay xfAirtXg rtf ixrif*n r» xupvopopnruvlx /*tpn, 
ttf t» ami\arn<rai input xXaSttf ivfiaAnV x*» xupiro• 
Qopsf uvaltjuet' rey aurov rpoirov xxt op' ipuy yntrcui 

Juftin. Martyr. Dial. p. 372. 

Nee quicquam proflcit sxquifitior queeque crude- 
litas veftra, illcccbra eft magis Sods?, plures effici- 
U 4 mur 
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mur queries metimur a vobis. Semen eft fanguif 
Chriftianorum. Tertullianus in Apol. 

P. ioi. 1 . 6. From tke ■patience of thefuffering Chrif- 
tians, the more contemplative and rational Pagans inferred 
the innocence of their lives , and the purity of their cba- 
r afters.') Kxi yxo auTOf tyu to?; TI\ztu>vo( y^xipuv Siioty- 
jxctfFi SixGx\Xopiiiixt zxuav Xpiciairst, opai/ St apoSuf zrpot 
XXI ZTXHTX TX VOfilfylfttvx 00StpXf tvtvoxv xSvvxtoh 
tivxi tx xxxi a. xxi pi\tiSwix Ctt apfativ avrts j. Juft in, 
Martyr. Apol. p. 51. 

Laftantius declaims with great fp'irit and elegance 
upon this fubjeft. De Juftitia, lib. 5. c. 13. 

P. 113. 1 . 24. "The Hiftorian of the Decline and Fall 
has made an omiffion with re/peft to the Gnofiicks .] Gib¬ 
bon, vol. x. p. 459. Epiphanius, vol. 1. p. 88, &c, 
Irenseus, lib. 1. c. 23, 24. Eufeb. Ecc. Hill, lib, 3. 
p. 28, 29. Molheim, vol. 1. p. 65. 

P- n6. 1 . x. The derivation of the Ehionites is in* 
volvedinfome cbfcuritj.) Eufeb. lib. 3. c. 27. Epi¬ 
phanius Haer. 30. Hieronymus in Epift. ad Au- 
gultinum. Whilft fo many writers, both antient and 
modern, are advocates for the exiftence of Ebion, I' 
cannot cooperate with Mr. Gibbon, and Dr. Pricftley, 
jn his annihilation. Compare the authorities cited 
by Waterland, in his Importance of the Trinity, 
p. *76, with Early Opinions, p. 177, vol. 3. and 
Gibbon, Note 22. c. 15. vol, 1. Theodoretus apud 
Pearfpni Vindicias, p. 2. c. 2. Grabii Notae in Irer 
paeum, lib. 1. c. 26. Fabricii Lux Evangelii, p. 49. 
Tertullianus de Praefcrip. adverfus Hasref. c. 33. 

P. 116. 1 . 10. The two Sells of Nazarenes and 
Epfpvites have been very improperly confounded) . Early 
„ , Opinions, 
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Opinions, vol. 3. c. 8, &c. Horfley’s Letters, p. 130, 
378. Horfley’s Charge, p. 33, 34. Howes’s Ob- 
fervations. No. 9. Molhemii Inftitutione, c. 5. p. 130, 
131. Molheim de Rebus ante Conftantinum, 172, 
S. 58. The conjunction, or rather the confufion, of 
the Nazarcnes and the Ebionites, is the corner-ftone 
of Unitarianifm. It was firft laid by Eptfcopius, and 
overturned by Bifliop Bull. The reader is • referred 
to his Judicium Ecclefize Catholic®, c. 2. for com¬ 
plete fatisfaCtion upon this fubjeCt, The arguments 
and authorities brought againft Epifcopius will apply 
mod exactly to Dr. Prieftley. If Bifhop Bull, the 
great Champion of the Nicene Faith, was now living, 
he would exclaim in the words of JEneas, 

Suggere tela mihi (non ullum dextera ffuftra 
Torferit in Rutulos fteterunt qu® in corpore 
Graium 

Iliads campis.-- JEn. lib. 10. 333. 

P. 117. 1 . x 1. From a/furious Hiftory of Chrift , the 
TLbknites drew their opinions ] This feems to have been 
a charaCteriftick diftinCtion between them and the 
Nazarenes. Molheim de Rebus ante Conft. S®c. 2. 
P- 3 28 > 3 2 9 > 33°> 33 1 * Epiphanius H®r. 30. Ire- 
nseus, lib, 3. c. 2. 

P. 118. 1 . 18. Je/us Chrift , our infep arable Life, is 
Jent by the Will of the Father ] For a variety of paf- 
fages to the fame purpofe, fee Ignatii Epift. ad Ephef. 
c. 6, 18. ad Magnef. SeCt. 6, 9,10, 11. ad Philadelph. 
SeCt. 6, 8, 9. ad Smyrn. SeCt. 1. Pearfoni Vindic. 
Ignat, p. 2. c. 5, 

P. 119. 1 . 23* ‘The cenfures of Juftin Martyr are di¬ 
rected againft the fame Hereticks ] Dr. Prieftley bimfelf 

acknow-f 
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acknowledges that “ Jnftin Martyr makes no men- 
“ tion of Ebionites, but fpeaks of the Jewilh ChriC. 
“ tians, which has been proved to be a fynommont 
** expreffion.” Early Opinions, V. 3. c. 10. 

My reprefentation is chiefly drawn from the re¬ 
markable paflage, Dialogus cam Try phone, p. 234, 
which has been fo much the fabjed of difpote. Al¬ 
though 090 t »5 sperms yivat ufurp* a place in the 
Text, yet there can be no doubt but that the legiti¬ 
mate reading is This is the opinion of Wa- 

terland, Thirlby, Bull, and Horfley; and this muft 
be the opinion of every candid and impartial cridck. 
The interpretation of the paflage by Dr, Prieftley is 
fo extremely {trained, that it preferves fcarcely a 
fhadow of fenfe. In addition to the paflages cited 
by Thirlby to fupport the various reading, may be 
mentioned *» t» ytvet Cfuov, p. 241. an t* ytt*t t S 
vpsTtfs, p. 274. The expreflion, p. 231, of vprrtf* 
ytns is ^>plied to the fame perfons, and fully efta- 
jhlHhes the various reading. See Bulli Defenfio, c. 7. 
fed. 7. If the prefent reading be allowed to (land, 
I fuppofe the to have been ufed merely to 

point out the common extradion of Trypho and of 
Juftin Martyr. Trypho was a Jew, and Jnftin was 
a Samaritan, I fubtuit this conjedure to the learned 
reader, with the utmoft deference to his judgment, 
and the utmoft difEdence of my own. The kind and 
tolerant manner in which Juftin Martyr mentions 
the Ebionites is mod ably and fatisfadorily accounted 
for by Thirlby, Juftin Mart. p. 234. ad Notas. 

P. 1 ao. 1 . 13. Irpueus , in bis elaborate work in w.bicb 
be (tnfutes tbe yaricuf Se&eries «f the Jccond untury\ 

1A 
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"Lib. 5. c. 1. The Ebionites arc particularly cenfure 4 
Sn not lefs than ten different paffages, fo that Dr. 
Prieftley cannot prefume much on the flight mention 
made of them by Irenseus. He confutes their lead¬ 
ing tenet when writing againft Carpocrates and Ce- 
rinthus. Lib. 1. c. 25,26. lib. 3. c. 21. ad Notas. 
J>r. Prieftley feems to miftake the temper of Irenseus, 
and the genius of his age. It was not the practice 
of the mild and candid Biftiop of Lyons to ftigmatize 
Hereticks with opprobrious epithets. So far other- 
wife, that he fpeaks in the moil liberal manner of 
them all, and profeffes a truly chriftian regard for 
them, lib, 3. ad finem, 

P. 128. 1 . 14. 4 rift*demus declared to the celebrated 
Sage of Athens] Xenophon. Memorabilia, lib. 1. c. 4, 

15. Platonis Apologia Socratis. Cicero Tufc. Quaeft. 
vol. 7. Clerici Hift, Ecc. c, 7. fed. 11,12, 13. 

P. 131. 1 . 20. In the firfl rank of primitive virtues 
flood humility ] dementis Epift:. fed. 2. Eufeb. Etc. 
Hift. lib. 5. c. 24. Tertullian ad Uxorem, lib. 2. c. 4, 
Ignatii Epift. adEphef. fed. 12. Ejufdem adTrallian. 
fed. 3. Ejufdem ad Roman, fed. 3, 4. Barnabee Epift. 
fed. 1,4,9, 17,?!. Clerici Hift. Ecclef, p. 467. 

P. 134. 1 . 3, '■Ihe primitive Chriflians were equally 
remarkable for the exercife of charity in its mofl enlarged 
and proper fenfe] Irenaeus, lib. 3, c. 46. Juftini Dia«- 
logus cumTryphone, p. 236, 254, & 323. Edit, Parif. 
Cave’s Primitive Christianity, p. 328, &c. &c. 

P. 134. 1 . 21, The fairefi fruit of this comprehenfioe 
virtue was beneficence] Clement. Epift. fed. 2. Juftini 
jtyjartyris, Afol, 1. p. 98. Eufipb. Ecc. Hift. lib. 4, 

p. 29, 
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c. 29. Juliani Epiftola ad Arfacium, 49. ClericiEcc. 
Hift. p. 630, 698. 

P. 135. 1 . 23. Many rejcued their fellow Chriftians 
from captivity by voluntarily occupying their places .] 
EwirxpctS-x woAAxf (» yftv -ta-xptitioxoTXi tagjtaf «f ic<r[t.x i 
ftrui trignf Xvr^urovrxi. ' IIcXXoi ixvrss craf fiwxati a; Js- 
teiuv, x«( AaCovrtf t«; rifcxc xvrm f ireggc tipu/*nrxv. 

Clement. Epift. fed. 55. To this paifage Cotelerius 
has fubjoined a very curious note, in which he enu¬ 
merates various inftances of this romantick philan¬ 
thropy. 

P. 136. 1 . 22. ‘The farcajlick Satyrifi of the Philo- 
fopbers ] Watfon’s Trads, vol. 5. p. 201, 229. Julian 
in Fragment. Orationis. Clerici Ecc. Hift. p. 518, 
ad Notas. 

P. 137. 1 .17. Their firm attachment to the ejlablijhed 

Government J Ti«y yxg it iixuiOTtgoc wv itovrxi TUJ£«V, 
« Scripts wfft fJ.iv ms xfxyc ttk CfAcrtfas ivyofuc^x, ivx 
true's fj.iv wxfx vrargos nxrx to icxxcorxrov iiaiy^rja^e 
rvv (2a<n\etxv, xu£iv it kxc tmio<riv xxc v xg%y vf*uv trxv- 
ruv iuv ylyvofjctvuv Xxfj.Gxvy ; tuto i’ tfi text zrpes 

Vjuwif, Situs ygtpt.ov xac vtrv%K>v 6ioo ituycifj.iv, (forfan me- 
lius iexyoert ) cciTot it Tffxvrx rx xrA.cXiva-fj.ivu srgoSvfj,us 
viryptroTiMiv. Athenagorae Legatio ad finem. Juftini 
Martyris Apol. Prima, p. 26. Fabricii Lux Evan- 
gelii, p. 194. c. 10. Theophilus ad Autolychum, 
lib. 1. 

P. 138. 1 . 22. In the chrijlian char alter the oppofite 
extremes of torpid apathy and boundlefs gratification were 
avoided .J The morality of the Fathers, however Arid, 
was certainly of a milder and more amiable caft than 
Mr, Gibbon reprefents it to have been. They con¬ 
demned 
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demned without doubt the excefies of Pleafure and 
Luxury in the ftrongeft terms. But whilft we agree 
that the reprefentation of the Hiftorian is fo far juft, 
we muft take care that he does not lead us to miftake 
the ardour of their declamation for a recital of faft^P 
He fays that “ our devout Predeceffors, vainly afpi- 
“ ring to imitate the perfection of angels, difdained, 
“ or affected to difdain, every earthly and corporeal 
“ delight.” C. 15. p. 321. Now, we are to take 
for granted that this account is drawn from La&an- 
tius. But La&antius does not affirm that he or any 
other Chriftian had ever reached fuch a height of 
mental mortification, as this fine period exprefles 
them to have done. La&antius does not afpire to 
the rank of an Hiftorian, but only lays down the 
precepts of chriftian piety and morality in the more 
humble charafter of a Teacher. He does not ftate 
a fatt, but delivers an admonition. This is plain 
from his own words. Venio nunc ad id quod eft 
fummum operis hujus & maximum, ut doceam quo 
ritu Deum coli oporteat. Lib. 6. c. 1. 

P. 141. 1 . 15. The triumph of Chrijlianity was com¬ 
pleted partly by the fubverfion of the moft antient and mcfl 
popular fuperjlitions.'] Juftini Apol. p. 61. Eufebii 
Praep. Evang. lib. 1. c. 4. Fabricii Lux Evan- 
gelii, p. 278. 

P. 142. 1 . 16. The parents who formerly expofed their 
infant offspring, awoke to the exquiftte feelings of Nature J 
Juftini Apol. p. 44. Clefici Hift. Ecc. p.. 57. 

P. 142. 1 . 26. The bloody combats of the gladiators, 
which had long been the favourite JpeHacks of the po¬ 
lite as well as the vulgar\ Eufebii Vita Conftantini, 

lib. 
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fib. 4. Ci 2 ii 2$. Plutarchus in Caefare< Cieeronis 
Tufc. Quaeft. lib. a. 

P. 143. 1 . J. The horrid barbarity of human faeri- 
fices\ Livius, lib. it, 33; La&antius, lib. I. t. 2. 
CleriCi Hid. Ecc. p. 52. 

9 P. 143. 1 . 14. As Joon as divine honours were paid to 
Cbrift, the Heathen acknowledged the weaknefs of their 
gods] Nv»* it et rtfovfuv truv xxretXnp th¥ 

IIoAik i votrof, A&xXxmX ptv tmitfMxt xxt rat aXXuv 5iuv 
ftnxtr sonti he* yxg ri/jtiftux, uit/Aixs nt htuv i*/xe<nat 
upKetctf tiffS'iT#. Porphyrias apud Eufcbiom. Praep. 
£vang. lib. 5. c. 1. An Oracle of Apollo Delphicus 
teas given to the Emperoar Julian, and is preserved 
by Cedrenus. 

Enroll t u SxetXni, y^aptat met ixitxXos xvXa 
Qvxtli $o%of f^ii xxXuGxvj x ftmvliia ixfvtv 
Ou vxyxv XxX\xtxv^ xirttrStlo xxv XxXov iiugv 

The elegant jortin has happily applied his critical 
talents to the emendation of thefe curious lines. By 
their affi(lance, he was enabled to illuftrate the beau¬ 
tiful paflage in the Epiftle of Ignatius to the Romans* 
Se&. 7. Jortin’s Remarks, vol. i. p. 356,359. 

P. 443, 1 . ip. JVbilJt broken arches and profir ate 
columns fpread the floors of the deferted temples, the nu¬ 
merous edifices of Chriftian devotion were ereSted] Ai- 
AutrS'sti fiiv xxt xxS’rigiitrS'xr aulslj vxo~f xxt r* 

vtnaXxtuptvx tjjj t Sr &vuv xirxtlvv wXantf ligvfxdlx 4 
itgx it oflus cty.vx xxi tvriGetxs iiiatrxa\ttx rtf IlxpSx- 
etXtt xxt Ajjpi sgytf run oXuv tv ptea 1? zroXtet rt xxt xuftxt? 

xvtynytfixt. Eufeb. Prsep. Evang. 1 .3. c. 4. Idem 
de Vita Conftantini, lib. 3. 

. P. 144. 
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P. 144. 1. 11. the bdrriers of national enmity and 
inveterate prejudice were broken down , &c. JuH'mi 
Mart. Apol. 1. p. 20. Apol. 2. p. 61. 

P. 145. 1 .6. ‘the Parthian and Perfian tribes injli- 
tuted the decent rites of fepullure'] Eufeb. Evang. p. 11, 
t. 4 * Ti o' tgttptv vtfi tis tw» Xfifixvuv aigttrtut, r,g 
rift-tif oi Sofcxfa ♦ wcAAcj nrtg xai » iidtpogot; uvifriptv 
xXipxety, iv uxvlt qdxt k«u xXipdli, oiling yeAAo< o»7ftf 
lw avopdlt xtxXnpt S’*. Kai euli «» tv Ilafeia. Xgigixvot 
xsoXvyxpwt, n« f ^o» V7rxf%ovU( } ovS’ «< tv Mrifioc xu<r» 
w<xfaC«AAs«-i rn{ vtxptsg, oi tv TU^tSt yaputo .i t«« S’u- • 

ydjtgas xvlav, Tltgext ovltt, Sec. Bardefanes Syrus apud 
Eufeb. Preep. Evang. lib. 6. c. 10. p. 279. 

P. 145. 1 . 10. the warlike inhabitants of Scythia, of 
Germany, of Spain, of Pannonia, of Britain, forfock their 
gloomy fuperjlition] Mofheim de Rebus ante Conftant. 
Saec. 2. c. 2, 3. Seec. 3. c. 1,2,3. 

P. 148. 1 . 3. the Providence of the Almighty was not 
only attive in cooperating with the votaries of Chrijiianity , ' 
but likeWife in preparing the way for its reception ] E£ 
ttvayxng otvoflftyyiy txQix^opai f7r j r»i> ra at7<* tylwrtv, 
xui ovvefieHoytiv f*v jeAAwj aylag xtx^ajtixtvxi rS raXpupdlog 
*1 Ssioltpx xxt urrtg zvSpuirov Svvxjxti nett fuvtgyico r» pwrxv- 
7«C *vh»( MxS’ihvtrdJt vavjx tx eS’vn tv rj tvopxh pis. 
Eufeb. Demon. Evangel, lib. 3. p. 139. 

P. 163. 1 .14. the firfi inftance of the mifreprefenta - 
lions of the Hijlorian of the Decline and Fall ccnjifts its 
aligning a vi/ionary caufe for the propagation of Chrif- 
tianity ] See Gibbon, vol. 1. p. 472. and compare 
the firft and fecond Editions. Origenis Philocalia, 
c. 26. Photii Bibliotheca Cod. 232. Juftini Mart. 
Dialog,. 311. Irenaeus, lib. 5. c. 31, 32, 33, 35. 

Eufeb. 
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Eufeb. Ecc. Hift. lib. 3. c. 39. lib. 7. c. 24. Epiphan. 
Hasref. 77. Hieronymus in Ezech. c. 36. Mofheimii 
Saec. 3. p. 270. Perhaps all the Hiftorian’s informa¬ 
tion upon this fubjeft was borrowed from Middleton; 
evident traces of it may certainly be found in the In¬ 
quiry into the Miraculous Powers, vol. 1. p. 153. 

P. 169. 1 . 2t. The Jecond inftance confifts in an at¬ 
tempt to invalidate the truth of Prophecy] Gibbon, 
vol. 1. p. 472. Epift. Peter 2. c. 3. v. 3. c. 4. v. 7. 
12, 13, 14. Gibbon, v. 1. c. 15. Note 61. Com¬ 
pare 1 Theff. 4,17, with 2 Theff. 2. 2. 2 Timothy 
4. 6. Philip. 3. 11. 2 Corinth. 4. 14. Whitby’s 

Paraphrafe, vol. 2. p. 385. 

P. 173. 1 . 4. The number , for which no authority is 
produced, is moft probably that of Tbeopbilus Bijhop of 
Antioch .] Thcophilus ad Autolychum, 1 . 3. p. 135. 
Petavius de Dottrina Temporum, vol. 2. p. 267. 

Even Clemens Alexandrinus, whofc computations 
include the greateft number of years, of all the 
Ante-Nicene Fathers, reckons not more than 5620 
years from the Creation to the Birth of Chrift. He 
reckons about ten years lefs than the Septuagint of 
Riecioli. 

P. 173. 1 . 2t. Lattantius exprefsly afferts that fix 
thoufand years from the Creation of the IVorld were not 
completed in his time] Sciant igitur Philofophi, qui ab 
exordio mundi fcculorum millia enumerant, nondum 
fextum millefimum annum eflc conclufum. La&an- 
tius, lib. 7. c. 14. 

P. 175. 1. 1. The third inftance of mifreprefentation 
confifts in an unwarrantable charge of uncharitablenefs 
againft the primitive Chriftians] Gibbon, vol. 1. p. 47J, 

474' 
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474. Davis’s Examination, p. 29. Cafauboni Exer- 
citatio l“*. in Baronii. Annales. Juftini Apol. 1. 

р. 48, 69, 70. Tertullianus de Spe&aculis, c. 30. 
Hermae Paftoris, lib. 3. c. 14. Not as Cotelerii in 
eundem locum. 1 Peter 3. 19. Prideaux’s Praelec- 
tiones, p. 112. dementis Alexand. Strom. 2, p. 379. 

P. 178. 1 . 3. and P. 183. 1 . i§. The fourth inftance 
of mifreprefentation conjijis in drawing wrong concluftons 
from fafts ; and the fifth ccnfifts in felefling pajfages 
manifeftly inconclufive, and fuppreffing others of the fame 
writers more decifive, and equally connected with the 
fubjeft] Gibbon, vol. 1. p. 530, 540. Plinii Epift. 
97. lib. 10. Ruinarti A&a fincera Marty rum, p. 11. 
Tertulliani Apol. c. 12. Eufeb. Ecc. Hift. lib. 3. 

с. 32. Eufeb. lib. 5. c. 1. Athenagoras in Legat. 
c. i.' Molheim. Sasc. primum, c. 83. p. 106. Clerici 
Ecc. Hift. p. 702. Cave Hift. Ecc. p. 159. 

To the Paflages of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, which I have examined in my 5th 
Lefture, I mull here make an addition. Mr. G. 
inlinuates, or feeins to infinuate, that the Evidence 
of the Evangelifts is not fufficient to eftablilh the 
truth of Fadts, unlcfs it is fupported by the concurrent 
Teftimony of their pagan Contemporary Writers. 
His obfervations at the clofe of his fifteenth Chapter, 
are thefe. 

** Under the Reign of Tiberius the whole Earthy 
<( or at leaft a celebrated Province of the Roman 
(f Empire, was involved in a preternatural darknefs 
C£ of three hours. Even this miraculous event, 
“ which ought to have excited the wonder, the curi- 
“ ofity, and the. devotion of mankind, paffied without 
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u notice in an age of Science and Hiftory. It fiap- 
“ pencd during the lifetime of Seneca and the Elder 
“ Pliny, who muft have experienced the immediate 
“ effects, or received the earlieft Intelligence of the Pro- 
“ digy. Each of tbefc Philofophers ia a laborious 
** work has recorded all the great Phenomena of Na- 
“ tureEarthquakes , Meteors , Comets and Eclipfes, 
“ which his indefatigable indujlry could colleSt. Both 
it ^he one and the other have omitted to mention the 
* f greaw e ^ Phenomenon to which the mortal Eye 
« has been w >tnefs, fince the Creation of the Globe. 
«« A diftinfl Crl'. a P ter °f Pliny is devoted to Eclipfes of 
<« an extraordinary nature, and unufual duration, bvt 
« he contents himfeJf with deferibing the fingular 
«* defied of light, whic^ followed the mnrdcr of 
« Caefar, when during the greateft part of the year, 
** the Orb of the Sun appeared pale and without 
“ fplendour, V. i. P. 518. 

Now, I lhall preface my ffri&ures upon this fperd- 
•ous and fophiftical paffage by a remark, which how¬ 
ever bold, may ftill be found to be juft, that there is 
fcarcely a Angle fentence, or even a member of a Sen¬ 
tence, which is accurately ftated. Every part of it 
either offends the judgment of the candid Reader 
by weaknefs of remark, or infults his understanding 
by deficiency of argument. In order to prove thefe 
points more fully, I lhall throw my detached objec¬ 
tions into the form of Notes, and fubjoin to them 
Some general refle&ions. 

The whole Earth~\ This Claufe is evidently defigned 
to raife our furprize at the filence of the Pagan 
Writers to the greateft degree. But the original 
1 language 
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language of the Gofpcls cannot confidently be fo 
underftood, as to allow fucb a latitude of interpre¬ 
tation. It is very clear that many of the fupematurat 
events that happened at the time of the Crucifixion 
were confined to Jerufalem and its Environs. This 
has been particularly underftood by the mod learned 
Criticks and Expofitors with refpe& to the darknefp 
which then happened. Origen, Voffius, Beza, and 
many others* are decidedly of this opinion. Our 
Tran flat or8 have, taken the words of Matthew and 
Mark in the fame limited fenfe by rendering rni> ynr 
the Land » In St. Luke, indeed, I acknowledge that 
the word is tranilated the Earth, but in oppofition to 
that expreffion, may be placed the five Verfions cited 
in Wilfonfs Teftament, m which mv yv» is rightly 
and uniformly rendered the. land. The ufage of the 
term in this fenfe is agreeable to the fimilar ufage of 
other terms, which are nearly fynonymoqs. Lardncf 
has very fetisfa&orily proved that by *■*«■*» t*ik o»x«- 
ptnv, Luke c. 2.. v. i. is intended only the land cf 
Judea. Lardner’s. Cred. V. 3. p. 574. But a 
ftronger, and indeed a decifive argument in favour 
of the fenfe we contend for, is furniflicd by Luke 
c. 4. v. 25. where, the feme term, *■*«■*► m* can¬ 
not poflibly be otherwife underftood. This is furely 
fufficient to decide the queftion with refped to the 
extent of the darknefs, and to expofe the artifice 
of the Hiftorian in introducing this claufc of the 
fentence, 

A celebrated Province of"the Roman Empire ] The. 
Epithet celebrated is furely mifepplied upon this oc- 
'cafion, but the defign for which it if introduced & 
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fufBciently obvious. Tacitus, whom our Author fo 
frequently follows in his praife and his cenfure, might 
have given him another idea, if it had fuited his 
purpofe to have adopted it. Tacitus, when he fpeaks 
of the Jews in his moft handfome manner, calls them 
fometimes “ defpe&iflima pars fervientium,” andfome- 
times “ teterrimam Gentem.” Hift. lib. 5. c. 9. They 
are ridiculed by the Satyrifts for their Poverty, Cre¬ 
dulity and Superftition, nor does their Country feem 
to have flood very high' in the eflimation of their 
Conquerors. What Roman Poet baifung its Praifcs, 
or what Hiftorian has ranked it among the Places 
renowned in antient Story ? Sicily was famous for its 
fertility in corn, but if Judaea was' over mentioned 
in the detail of the Geographer, he could- expatiate 
only upon its barrennefs. Oux’ nnpQoyov «» to 

»vtT iirif ou et» r«f i<nnsia<rpivus payioaHo, tyi yuf irtlguftf. 

Strabo, p. 1104. lib. 10. Edit. Cafaub. 

• It pajjed without notice in an Age of Science and 
Hiftory.'] In other words it was not- recorded by any 
prophane Author. If Origen, Tertullian and Eufe- 
bius are to be credited, it was circumflantially men¬ 
tioned by Phlegon, a Pagan Chronologift, who flou- 
rilhed in the Reign of the Emperor Hadrian. Origen 
Traft. 35. In Matthasm^ Tertull. Apol. C. 21. 
Eufeb. Chron. Anno MMXL. If Julius African us, 
a Writer of great eminence and probity, who flou- 
rilhed at the beginning of the thjtd Century is to 
be believed, an Eclipfe which, cprrefponds with the 
time of the Paflion, was recorded by Thallus. Lard- 
ner, V. 5. p. 167. We are fully aware that doubts 
have been ftarted refpe&ing thefe tqftimonies, but 
* Jdr. G. 
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Mr. G. has much exaggerated thefe doubts by roundly 
afferting, that the teftimony of Phlegon is given up. 
The learned are certainly at variance upon the fubjcft, 
but unlefs it can be proved that the citations in Eufe- 
bius and Julius Africanus never exifted in the ori¬ 
ginal Works of Phlegon and Thallus, we are furely 
juitified in thinking them worthy of credit. 

Seneca and Pliny muji have experienced the immediate 
effetti] By no means, as the Eclipfe was confined to 
Judaea.. Has the Hiftorian any authority for fuppofing 
that Seneca and Pliny w^re upon the Spot ? 

9 Or received the earlieji Intelligence ] To eftablilh this 
afiertion it is neceffary to (how, that thefe Naturalifts 
had immediate Information from all parts of the 
Globe, as fqoq as any extraordinary Phenomenon 
had taken place. Mr. G. furely forgets the times of 
which he is writing, and expreffes himfelf as if the 
intercourfe between Rome and her diftant Provinces 
was as comqtQn and as eafy as it is at prefent be¬ 
tween the different Counties of England and the 
Metropolis. 

Each of thefe Philofophers , in a laborious work, has 
recorded all the great Phenomena of Nature, Earthquakes, 
Meteors, Comets and Eclipfes, which his indefatigable 
Induftry could colled.'] That this is a magnificent fen- 
tence, and worked up in Mr. G’s, beft manner, we 
pretend not to deny. All the extraordinary wonders 
of Heaven above, and Earth beneath, are called 
together to make it ftriking, and the indefatigable' 
diligence of Pliny and Seneca is artfully introduced 
to heighten the general effeft of furprize at the 
filence of the Pagan Writers relative to the point 
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in queftion. The learned World would furely be 
much obliged to Mr. G. to announce where he has 
difcovered fuch works of Pliny and Seneca as come 
up to his pompous defcription. The natural Queftions 
of Seneca are referred to in the Notes on the Decline 
srnd Fall } but in the places cited we find no mention 
whatever of Eclipfes. He fpeaks indeed of Earth¬ 
quakes } but he treats that fubjeffc in a very curfory 
manner, and does not inftance more than four or 
five, becaufe his objeft was plainly not to write a 
Hiftory of them, but to inveftigate their fymptoms, 
caufes and prognoflicks. The fame remark applies 
exactly to Pliny with refpeft to Earthquakes. They 
are mentioned only to introduce philofophical obfer- 
vations and inquiries. The Hiftorian therefore has 
but very feeble props to fupport his affertion. We 
may reafonably imagine that if Pliny and Seneca 
have recorded all the great Phenomena of Nature, 
they mud of courfe have explored the Grecian and 
Roman Hiftories, which were immediately open to 
their inquiries. Now let us try an experiment as to 
what they have derived from thofe fources with re¬ 
gard to Eclipses. Do they mention the total Eclipfe 
of the Sun, when the celebrated Plague happened 
at Athens in the firft Year of the Peloponnefian War? 
Do they mention the folar Eclipfe on the day when 
the Foundations of Rome were laid. Do they men¬ 
tion the Eclipfe foretold by Thales, by which a 
Peace was effected between the Medes and the Ly¬ 
dians? It would be too tedious and ufelefs to afk 
for many others which might be mentioned without 

any 
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any fear of our qucftions being anfwered in the Af¬ 
firmative. 

A diftinft Chapter ef Pliny is devoted to Eclipfes of 
an extraordinary Nature, and unufual Duration , &c. &c.J 
This Sentence prefents us with a perfect Specimen of 
the Anticlimax: it begins with Hating a general 
fubjed made up of numerous particulars, and then 
dwindles down to a folitary example. 

■ - - -— Amphora coepit, 

Inftitui, currcnte rota cur urceus exit ? 

One would naturally fuppofe from fo promifiqg 
an exordium, that Pliny bad exhaufted the topick 
of Ecbpfes by his full and elaborate detail. The 
whole Chapter however is literally no more than this, 
Circulus rubri coloris. L. Julio P.Rutilio Confu- 
libus hunt prodigiofi & longiores folis defedus, 
qualis occifo Didatore Caefare, & Antoniano bello, 
totius pene anni pallore continuo. Plin. Nat. Hift. 
lib. i. C. 30. Ed. 1669. 

But let us now clofe the fkirmifli of objedions to 
particular expreffions, which might be eafily pro¬ 
longed, and come to the conteft of clofe Argument. 
Suppoiing we allow the faftidious Hiftorian the liberty 
of rejeding or admitting the evidence of Thallus and 
Phlcgon as he pleafes, what will the credibility of 
the Evangelifts lofe by the concdfipn ? The Hifto¬ 
rian cannot fuppofe that filence is conclufive againft 
exprefs and positive Teftimony. If fo, he will dif?. 
annul the fads which be relates himfelf, and prove 
by negative authorities that thofe whofe adions he 
relates had no adual exiftence. He fays that the 
Chriftians are totally unnoticed by Seneca, Pliny the 
X 4 Elder 
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Elder and Plutarch, c. 15. N. 189. But he defcribes 
the Chriftians, at that very period, as compofing a 
very numerous body, and attracting the general 
jiotice of mankind, by their peculiar eltablifhments. 

Again, the Hiftorian it feems was at a lofs for 
teftimony that was independant of ecclefiaftical Wri¬ 
ters, and fuch as was wholly unbiased. We are to 
fuppofe then, that if fuch could have been found, he 
would have been fatisfied, and all his fcruples would 
have vanilhed. But we deceive ourfelves by fo 
flattering a hope, if we may judge by a fimilar cafe. 
For to that wonderful interference of Providence 
which- took place when Julian attempted to ^rebuild 
the Temple of Jerusalem, there is fuch an inde¬ 
pendant tellimony given by Ammianus Marcellinus, 
and yet the Hiftorian difcovers ftrong fymptoms of* 
doubt and difbelief as we have already remarked. 
Led. a. p. 47. 

Many good and folid reafons may be affigned for 
the darknefs at the Crucifixion, being made no men¬ 
tion of by the prophane Writers. The molt obvious 

is, that they might have no fufficient information of 

it. The Provinces of the Roman Empire were very 
extenfive, and we find in general that the attention 
of Writers was chiefly confined to thofe which were 
neareft to the Metropolis. The antient Hiftorians 
and Biographers are remarkably concife, and feldom 
flop to mention occurrences, which although they 
may have happened during the times'of which they 
write, have no relation whatever to their main fub- 
jed. This was their, general Rule, and there is no 
jcafon for whicbrit lhould be violated merely to in¬ 
dulge 
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dulge the caprice of the captious, or fatisfy the 
fcruples of the petulant. There is no more reafon 
in the nature of the thing itfelf why the teftimony 
of the prophane writers fhould be called for to fup- 
port the facred, than the facred Ihould be called for 
to fupport the prophane. We may then retort the 
Argument, and alk Mr. G. in our turn, how he can 
credit the accounts given by Paterculus’,' Pliny the 
Elder, V. Maximus and Seneca, when ■ Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John take not the lead notice of 
them? Suppofmg that the Roman Writers had re¬ 
ceived information of the fact in queftion, would it 
have been confident with their principles as. Heathens 
to have mentioned it? They mud plainly have fore- 
feen what great advantage would have been given 
to Chridianity by it. Their Readers would naturally 
have been led to inquire into: the character of the 
extraordinary Perfon, at whofe death the laws of 
nature were infringed, and this inquiry, as it opened 
a more complete view of the new difpenfation, mud 
have led to their converfion. , 

• Hence we collect a very fatisfactory reafon for 
their filence. Suppofmg that they knew the fatt, 
and from motives of policy fupprelfed it, their filence 
furniflies as drong a proof of its truth, as their ex- 
prefs tedimdny could poffibly have done. 

Upon the. whole, we may venture boldly to aflert, 
that if even this Fa£t be deditute of fupport from 
the prophane writers, it is a deficiency which may 
eafily be difpenfed with. We believe many things 
upon the evidence of one credible witnefs. But in 
the cafe before us, we have no lefs than three, 

whofe 
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knowledge of the fad was never denied, whofe vera¬ 
city is indifputable, and integrity not to be impeached. 
So plainly are the chara&ers of troth marked upon 
their writings, that every Perfon of common dif- 
cernment mult fee them, and he who is not fatisfied 
as to the certainty of what they relate, mult give up 
all pretenfions to a found Judgment, and be aban¬ 
doned to the incurable obltinacy of his own forlorn 
fcepticifm. 

P; 184. 1 . 13. —reckons only ten men dnd /even 
women ] Mr. G. with his ufual indulgence to the 
frailties of the primitive Chrillians, fays that one of 
thefe men was accufed of robbery. Note 74. C. 16. 
Now Dionylius not only lays in exprefe terms, that 
this was a falfe accufation, but particularly relates^ 
that even the officer who took the unfortunate fufferer 
into cuftody. Was convinced of his perfeft innocence 
by the cleareit proofs, EovxoQxylnQn it ovyotxrt 

knew. cnroSvtTapiiios it ravin* urapx rtf ixotjoylap^a my 
StXXo7piui«7iiv xxT av<1* itaCoXn* nxt ii<r/xu]n( mrj ray nytu- 

ptyo*. Eufeb. Ecc. Hid. Jib. 6. c. 41. 

P. 194. 1 . 6 . That the Apoftolical Fathers held the 
Jimple Humanity of Cbrift ] Early Opinions, vol. 1, 
p. 92. 

P. 194. That JuJiin Martyr corrupted the primitive 
Faith by the adoption of the Logos of Plato ] Early Opi- 
nions, vol. 1. 92. vol. 2. p. 23, 42, 53, &c. 

Cicero may not improperly be confxdered as a 
faithful Interpreter of Plato, and of courfe be ap¬ 
pealed to as conveying his opinions with confiderablc 
accuracy. Yet it is very remarkable, that in his 
ftatement of the metaphyfical tenets of his Mailer, 

there 
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there is nothing that refembies the do&rine of a 
Logos. There are many pafiages in his Philofophical 
"Works, particularly de Natura Deorum, lib. i. 
p. 198, 200. where that topick would naturally 
have been mentioned, had fuch been the explicit 
dogma of Plato j but fo far is Cicero from intro- 
ducing it, that he was at a lofs in what manner to 
make the Opinions of Plato confiftent with them- 
felves. Juftin Martyr and Cicero found this talk 
equally arduous, and their labour in performing it 
equally unfuccefsful. Jam de Platonis inconftantiH 
longutn eft dicere, qui in Tinueo, patrem hujus 
xnundi nominari negat pofle, in Legum autem libris, 
quid lit omnino Deus, inquiri oportere non cenfet. 
J?. 200. 1. 10. Pol. Lutel. 1565. 

E( St rtf axpttuf rtx, x«T dims mtirm tQtkoi, ovSs rout 
idiflav Sofcott; tpt.jj.tnm rOpcypyi/'lszi" S yovn IIAoc]con tools per 
+petf dpydf m vaolof moti Atytt, nro]e St riooapxf. Juftin. 
Martyr. Cohort, p. 8, 19, 21. Fol. 1615. 

P. 194. 'That the Pafters of the Church maintained a 
iottupted Fdithy whiljl the illiterate Chrijlian continued 
to maintain the ftmple Humanity of Chriji ] Early Opi¬ 
nions, vol. 1. p. 244, 286. vol. 3. p. 7, 235, vol. 4. 
p. 311, &c. 

P. 197, 1 . 16. The Author of the Early Opinions firfi 
appeals to the authority of thefe writings, then refufes to 
acyuiefce in the plaineft fenfe of pajfages, which prefs him 
ivitb infuperable difficulties ; and afterwards affirms that 
they are greatly corrupted, or intirely fpurious ] Early 
Opinions, Vol. i. p. 91. Prieftley’s Letters to Horfley, 
p. 13. Horfley’s Reply, p. 118. Prieftley’s Doc¬ 
trine 
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trine of the Atonement, Sect. 5. Horfley’s Reply, 
p. 166, &c. 

P, 199. 1 . 17. The Jceptre of the majefly of God] 
Clementis Epift. Sed. 16. Early Opinions, vol. j. 
p. 95, 96. 

P. 202. 1 . 24. ’The cbjeftion made to the Epijlles, 
becaufe Eufebius does net mention the name of Ignatius t 
&c.] Early Opinions, vol. 1. p. to8. Eufeb. Ecc«. 
Hift. lib. 5. c. 28. 

P. 204. 1 . 14. The fmaller Eptjiles of Ignatius are 
proved to be genuine by many eminent fcbolars of the lafi 
and prefent century ] Thefe Epift les are fome of the 
mod curious and valuable remains of apoftolical an¬ 
tiquity. It is no wonder that the Socinian is eager 
to overthrow their authority, when not only every 
page, but almoft every fentence muft convince hint 
of his erroneous opinions. Dr. Prieftley in his 
Cagernefs to depreciate the teftimony of Lardner, 
and to pronounce his own infallible ipfe dixit of 
condemnation, omits intirely the deciftons of Cave, 
Brucker, Huetius, Petavius, Fabricius, Ittigius, Du 
Pin, Fleury, Tillemont, Cotelerius, Le Clerc, Gro- 
tius, Berriman, Waterland, and Bull. “ Quid felir 
“ ciftimos eruditiflimi Primatis Armachani conatus, 
*' quid confpirantem originalis Grasci Codicis a 
“ do&iffimo Voflio peropportune procuratam editi- 
<{ onem, quid Hammondi viri optimi confummatifli- 
“ mique lucubrationes commemmorem ?” But his 
filence with refpect to Pearfon is the moft unaccount¬ 
able and extraordinary. Muft Dr. Prieftley be re¬ 
minded at this late period of the controverfy, that 
the honour of a complete triumph over the opponents 

of 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



AUTHORI T I E S. jcxxt 

of the authentick Epiftles of Ignatius, was referved 
for that great and illuftrious Prelate ? He entered 
into a fyftematical difcuffion of the inconfiftent cavils 
and bold affertions of the learned and ingenious 
Dallaeus, who had attempted to prove that the Epiftles 
were fpurious. It is rather the fpontaneous tribute 
of juftice, than the contained language of pane- 
gyrick to aflert, that the “ Vindicise Ignatianae” is 
a work which may claim one of the firft places among 
critical difquifitioris, either of antient or modem 
times; I except hot the profound criticifms of Bentley, 
nor the, ingenious Remarks of Warton on the Poems 
of Chatterton. 

The author of the Vindicise difplays that happy 
verfatility of attention, which can eafily accommodate- 
every literary acquifition to the prefent purpofe, and 
exerts that refiftlcfs power of argument to which the 
artifices of fophiftry, however fubtle, and the attach¬ 
ments of prejudice, however rooted, muft peceffarily 
give way. We find not in any.part of his Work 
either the faftidioufnefs of the pedant, or the pofitive- 
nefs of the dogmatift; but found reafon without 
affeftation, and folid learning without parade. I{ 
breathes that uniform fpirit of candour and modera¬ 
tion, which is peculiarly adapted to liberal contro- 
verfy. In a cool and difpaffionate manner, every 
fubjeft is difeufled with that exact degree of attention 
which it deferves. Its author, on all occafions in¬ 
genuous and impartial, never lays on thefalfe colours 
of. mifreprefentation, never brings forward perfonali- 
ties, when he ought to bring ptoofs; and never at¬ 
tempts to bear down his - opponents with rafh and 

empty 
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empty affcrtion. The encomium which he has lb 
judicioufly given to Eufebius, may with the utmoft 
propriety be applied to hipfelf. Ego vcro Eufebium 
tanta diligentia tantoque judicio in examinandis Chrif- 
tianorum primsvs antiquitatis fcriptis, fuifle conten- 
do, ut nemo unquam de ejus fide aut de fcriptis, quae 
ille pro indubitatis habuit, poftea dubitaverit. Vind. 
Ignat. Par. i. c. 8. 

Until Dr. PriefUey fhall confute the arguments 
contained in this work, vain will be his attempts: to 
deftroy the credit of the Epiftles. When that glorious 
era of light and found criticifm fball arrive, it will 
then, and not fooner, be ncceffary far die admirers 
of the Epiftles to allege fome new arguments in their 
fupport. 

If I were called upon to give an idea of the ftile 
of Ignatius, I could not perhaps convey a more pros¬ 
per one, than by adopting the remark of certain 
criticks upon the language of Cicero. “ Homines 
“ inceffere audent, ut tumidiorem, et Afianum, et 
“ redundamem, et in repetitionibus nimium, et in 
** compofitione fraftum.” Quint, lib. 12. c. 10. Sec 
Jortin’s Remarks, vol. 1. p. 355. 

The circumftanccs under which thefc Epiftles were 
written, are calculated to render them extremely in- 
terefting. An eminent Bifhop of the Primitive 
Church, venerable for his piety and extreme age, 
was conduced through the chief cities of the em¬ 
pire to fuffer for the faith in the publick amphitheatre 
at.Rome. His courage was unbroken by the fatigues 
of his tedious journey, notwithftanding the cruelty 
of his guards, which he endeavoured by every foli* 

citation 
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citation to (often. He employed the fcanty intervals 
of repofe which they allowed him, in writing Letters 
to various Societies of Chriftiansi, to whom he gave 
the laft and molt endearing pledges of his affedion, 
and omitted no argument that could animate their 
hopes and infpirc them with conftancy equal to hit 
own. 

Socrates and Ignatius were both condemned by an 
unjuft and cruel fcntence, and were perhaps equally 
' ardent in their, attachments to their friends. But 
there was an immenfe difparity as well between the 
grounds of their own hopes, as the nature of thole 
confolations, which they imparted for their Ids. 
Socrates, whilft hovering over the dark abyfs of 
eternity, was dubious how far to truft the faint glim¬ 
merings of reaibn. As his imperfed conjedurcs, 
relative to a future (late, had no fuflicient evidence 
for their fupport, he could impart no convidion as 
to its certainty to the minds of others. Ignatius, 
with all the authority of Revelation to aflift him, re¬ 
commended the faith, which raifed him above his 
own fufierings, as the only anchor which could fecure 
his friends againft the ftorms of life. Here then 
was fully (hown the triumph of Chriftianity over 
Natural Religion. Dim and gloomy were the views 
of the Heathen Philofopher, but clear was the profped 
prefented to the Chriftian of the Crown of Immor¬ 
tality and joy. 

P. 207. 1 . 4. Polycarp refers the Pbilippians to tbe 
Epiftle not long before written to them by St. Paul ] Epift. 
Sed. 3, n. 

P.211. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



xxxviii 


NOTES AND 


P. 211. 1 . 8. Ariftotle and Plato differed Jo much in 
explaining the nature of earthly things , &c. &c.] Juftiiu 
Martyr. Cohort, ad Graecos, p. a, 7, 8, 21, 22. 
Apol. 2. Dialog, p. 143, 152. 

P. 215. 1 . 21. After raiftng our expectations to fup- 
pofe that JuJlin Martyr will be detected, &c.] Early 
Opinions, vol. 1. p. 320. vol. 2. p. 25, 28, 29, 30, 
36, &c. 

P. 215. 1 . 23. Heinfinuates that he adopted the Logos 
from Philo] Early Opinions, vol. 2. p. 15, 18, 19. 

P. 216. 1 . 8. Philo, an eminent Jew of Alexandria] 
Eufeb. Ecc. Hift. lib. 2. c. 5. Cave Script. Ecc. 
vol. 1. p. 21. Philonis Op. Edit. Colon, p. 3> 5> 71. 
532, &c. &c. v 

P.. 217. 1 . 20. A tradition has prevailed in the 
Church] Photii Bibliotheca, Cod. 103. p. 278. 

P. 219. I. 20. If JuJlin Martyr had corrupted the 
doctrines of Chrijlianity, &c.] Baltus fur la Platonifmc 
dcs Peres, paffim. Irenaeus, lib. 1. c. 31. 

P. 224. 1 . ia. We do not derive the opinions which 
•me maintain from others, &c.] Juftini Apol. p. 143. 
Irenaeus, lib. 1. c. 3. Tertullian. De Praefcrip. Haer. 
p. 238, 243. Idem, adverfus Marcion. 1 . 4. c. 5. 
Eufebius contra Hieroclem, p. 340. 

P. 227. 1. 24. In order to render Tertullian conjiftent 
with bimfelf] Tertullianus adv. Praxeam, p. 634, 635. 
CaveScriptoresEcc. p. 93. Prieftley’s Early Opinions, 
vol. 3. p. 265, 266, 267, &c. 

P. 231. 1 . 22. Pliny in his Epijlle, Lucian in his 
Hiftory of the Death of Peregrinus , and his Dialogue 
intitled Pbilopatris] Lucianus de Morte Peregrini. 

Ejufdem 
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Ejufdem Philopatris, Se£t. 12. Plinii Epift. lib. 10. 
Epift. 97. 

Pv 233. 1 . 3. And here we might multiply the number 
of our proofs .3 SulpitH Severi Hift. lib. 2. c. 31. Ju- 
lianus apud Eufcb. lib. 4. c. 15. Cyril, 1 .10. p. 327. 
Eufebit Prajparatio Evang. lib. 1. c. 5. 

Dr. Prieftlcy is much dHpleafed at Molheim, for 
relating that the Chriftian Converts of Paleftine de¬ 
rated the Laws of Mofes, in confequence of the 
Edi&s of Hadrian, whilft they Hill retained the Or¬ 
thodox Faith. But furely the reprefentation made 
by Molheim is warranted by the words of Sulpicius. 
“ Maxima Chriftianorum in Paleftina degentium pars 
“ a lege Molls cui antea paruerat defcifcebat.” Mo- 
fheim Saeculutn fecundum, p. 324. The ** maxima 
« Chriftianorum pars, are the pcene omnes qui Chrif- 
« turn Deem fub legis obfervanone credebant” ex- 
prefsly mentioned by Sulpicius. The remaining part 
of Mo/heim’s fentence may be inferred from the 
general reprefentation of Sulpicius, and more parti¬ 
cularly from this remark, " Nimirum id Domino 
«* ordinante difpofitum, ut legis Servitus a libertate 
*( Fidei atque Ecclefiae tolleretur.” After i clofe com- 
parifon of the two writers, furely no one will be in¬ 
clined to. agree with Dr. P. that Sulpicius Severus is 
pot favourable to the account of Molheim. 

. Molheim’s willingnefs to find Orthodox Chriftians 
femewhere, which Dr. P. is fo complaifaot as to im¬ 
pute to him, would never have led that candid and 
jodicions writer to aftert what he knew to be un¬ 
founded. I am difpofed to give him full credit for 
his %ftertion, when he declares, “ Neque enim qum 
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“ ex aliorum opinione, fed quai reipsa, li veteres non 
“ fallunt feriptores, inter Chriftianos, gefta effent, 

“ referre voluil' 

Pr£efat. in Res geftas ante Conftant. 

P. 239. 1 . 21. They were not addrejfed to individuals , 
in wbofe pcjfejjion they continued in concealment ] Coloff. 4. 
15, 16. Potteri Praelett. vol. 2. p. 31. 

P. 240. 1 . 25. The IVorks of Matthew , Mark , and 
Luke, which had been for fome time well known] Eufeb. 
Ecc. Hift. lib. 3. c. 24. lib. 6. c. 14. Photii Bibli¬ 
otheca, No. 254. p. 1403. 

P* 243. 1 . 3. The noble Author of the Letters on 
Uifiory.] Bolingbroke’s Letters, 5. p. 143. Ottavo. 

P. 246. 1 . 1. The leading fa£ts relative to the Author 
of Chrijlianity, and the leading topicks of his injlrublions 
may be collected from the writings of the Apojiolical 
Fathers.'] dementis Epift. Sett. 7, 16, 21, 35, 36, 
38, 42, 46, 48, 49, 58. Polycarpi Epift. Sett. 1, 2, 
5, 6, 8, 12. Ignatius ad Ephef. Sc tt. 1, 3, 4, i8,* 
19, 20. Ad Magnef. Sett. 7, 8, 9, 11, 13. Ad 
Trallian. Sett. 9, 10. Ad Roman. Sett. 3, 6. Ad 
Philadelph. Sett. 4, 8, 9, 10. Ad Smyrn. 1, 2, 3. 

P. 248. 1 . 5. The authenticity of the larger Epijlles 
of Ignatius and of the Apojiolical Conjlitutions has been 
difputed, &c.] Jortin’s Remarks, vol. 1. p. 62. Dupin 
on the Canon, vol. 2. p. 148. Pearfoni Vindiciae, 
p. 1. c. 4. LardnePs Credibility, vol. 10. p.319. Ed. 1. 

P. 251. 1 . 16. If borrowed ideas be cited by an author 
not in identical but correfpondent terms , &c.] Owen’s 
Mode of Quotation, p. 11. Clenici Piftert. 3. p. 342. 

P. 452. 1 .1, Seme very remarkable pajfages, in which 
are refpebtively contained the JubJlavce of a quotation frtjtn 


Digitized by LjOoq le 



AUTHORITIES. xli 

St. Luke, and the exalt words both of St. Matthew and 
of St. John ] Compare Clementis Epift. Sect. 46. 
with Luke c. 6. v. 36. Ejufdem Sedt. 13. with Matt, 
c. 7. v. i. Ignatii Epift. ad Magnef. Sedt. 8. with\ 
John c. 8. v. 29. and John c. i. r. 1. Ejufdem Epift. 
ad Polycarpum, Sedt. 2. with Matthew, c. 10. v. 16. 
Polycarpi Epift. Sedt. 7. with Matthew, c. 26. v. 41. 

. P. 25 3. 1 . ft. 3 ‘he firfi Epiftle to the Corinthians is 
exprefsly afcribed to St. Paul by Clement~\ Lardner’s 
Credibility, v. 2. p. 63, 85, 201, 262, 220. Millii 
Prolegomena, p. 17. 

P. 254. 1 . 11. That Clement , Ignatius and Polycarp 
frequently expand the ideas of St. Paul with confiderable 
Juccefs , is evident from feveral pajfages'] Compare Cle¬ 
ment. Epift. Sect. 49. with 1 Corinth, c. 13. v. 7, See. 
Ignatii Epift. ad Polycarp. Sedt. 6. with Ephef. c. 6 . 
v. 13. Clementis Epift. Sedt. 36 and 55, with He¬ 
brews, c. 1. v. 3. and C. 12. v. 1, &c. Polycarpi Epift. 
Sedt. 4. with Hebrews, c. 4. v. 12. 

• P. 254. 1 . 19. No one was more eminent for faithfid 
attejlation to the records of Chriftianity than Juftin Mar¬ 
tyr ] Lardner, vol. 2. p. 254. Thirlby in Juftin, p. 21.' 
Apologia prima, p. 98. It is rather doubtful how far 
Juftin Martyr alludes to St. Mark. Jones, Lardner 
and Thirlby fuppofe that he cites his Gofpel in a few 
inftances. Compare Mark 3. 16. with Juftin. Mart, 
p. 20. Mark 8. 31. with Apol. p. 327. Mark 12. 3®. 
with Apol. p. 25. 

, P. 255. 1. 12. Irenaus, Bijhcrp of Lyons, left an am¬ 
ple account of the New Lef ament ] Irenseus, l ib. 1. c. 3. 
lib. 3. c. 1,10,11,14,15. Lardner, v. 2. p. 343, &c. 

. Y 2 P. 258. 
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P. 258. 1 .15. The curious and minute objerver, from 
the frequent ufage of fome remarkable words, may contend 
that Ignatius had read the Epiflle to Philemon, as well 
as that addrejfed to Titus] Lardner, vol. 2. p. 173, 
174. Irenaeus, lib. 5. c. 1. James, c. 2. v. 23. 

P. 261. I.21. This perfuafion, fo fublimely expreffed 
in the words of Irenaus, which was amnion to the Church 
at large, was rational and judicious ] Irenasus, lib. 2; 
c. 46,47, &c. lib. 3. c. 1,11,18,21. Clement. Epift. 
c. 42, 44, 47. Polycarp. c. 7. Joftini Apol. p. 97. 
Potteri Praelediones, vol. 2.p. 114. Dupin’s Canon, 
vol. 2. p. 12. 

P. 263. 1 . 9. The unwearied diligence of Plutarch, the 
elaborate concifenefs of Tacitus, the extenjive refearches 
of Dion Caffius, and of Jofephus, did not fecure them 
againft occafional deviations from truth.] Stradse Pro- 
lufiones, Sed. 2. lib. 1. Warburton on Prodigies^ 
p. 98. Jortin’s Critical Remarks, vol. 2. p. 74. 

P. 264. 1 . 9. The neglect of accurate inquiry may not 
unfairly be imputed to Plutarch, when he afferts that 
Plato held the do Brine of a good and of an evil principle . J 
Cud worth’s Intellectual Syftem, p. 218,378. Bruckcr’s 
Philofophia Critica, vol. 1. p. 632. 

P. 274. 1 .2. The general conformity of our Eftablifbment 
has been celebrated by its own members at home, and its ad¬ 
mirers abroad, as its moft illujlrious and moft diftinguijhing 
char afteriftick] Cave Hift. Ecc. in Dedicatione. Qui 
Ecclefiam habeas in tuo Regno, partim jam olim ita 
inftitutam, ut ad florentis quondam Eccl^fiae formam, 
nulla hodie propius accedat,quam tua, inter vel exceffu 
vel dcfe&u peccantes mediant viam fecuta. Ifeaci 
2 Cafauboni 
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Cafauboni Praefat. in Aniraad. in Baronai Annaleai 
Grotius de Verkate, p. 31a. 

P. 282. 1. 23. ‘the fairefi and ntoft exedltnt examples 
are held up to our imitation ] Opcrar prethun eft Scot 
in precepta vitae a Ghrifto et Apoflolis tradita tan- 
quam in normam, ita in mores et fandiimoniaa* 
primorcnn Chriftianorum. tanqoam. in exempfam: »- 
tueri ■, quod non fine frorftu et voiuptate, fa&uras 
mihi perfuadeo Candidas et Chriftum amanlea annnafc, 
Fabricii Lux Evangelii, p. 195. 


If it were neceflary, at the clofe of my work, to 
apologize to the publick for having purfued a train 
of Study with a view to polemical difeuffions; I think 
I could not juflify my condudl in terms more appo- 
fite, or fentiments more rational, than by citing the 
remarks of the learned Fabricius. 

Apoftoli quidem et horum infiftentes veftigiis alii 
prseclari viri fubinde audio adverfariorum numero 
.non dubitarunt pro afiferenda, quam profiterentur, 
religione, vocem adhibere et calamum, ne ulterius 
tacere diffidentis fignum diet, et ut ignari de fun- 
damento fpei noftras docerentur, dubii confirmaren- 
tur, nec inimici in objectionum fuarum argutiis ex- 
ultarent, falsaque earum fpecie pofient incautos 
decipere. Imprimis vero hoc debere fe exiftimarunt 
Deo et Salvatori fuo, ut quam ipfe tribuerat vocem 
ac facultatem earn pro illius gloria et veritate vindi- 
canda impenderent libenter. Non mirum porro eft 
hoc venilfe multis in mentem; quid enim efiet in 

quo 
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quo libentius vctfarctur Chriftiani hominis tncditatio 
et ftylus, quam in cxplicanda ct tuenda ab obje£tio-> 
nibus fan&iflima religione, five ad animum fuum 
confirmandum, five ad alios erudiendos aut ftabili- 
endos, five ad inimicorum retudendos impetus et 
caufiationes removendas. Nec tamen ideo quifquam 
neget vcriffima cffe certiffimaque, quae toties a tot 
praeclaris ingeniis de integro demonftranda fumuntur. 
Eeligionis Chriftianae Veritas, p. 30. 


FINIS 1 . 
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